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,1�3/$72¶6�LYSIS AND EUTHYDEMUS

At the end of Erastài��ZKHUH�WKH�LQLWLDO�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�
SKLORVRSK\�LV�țĮȜȩȞ�IRXQGHUV�RQ�WKH�GLDORJXH¶V�IDLOXUH�WR�UHDFK�DQ�

DGHTXDWH� DQVZHU� WR� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� ©ZKDW� LV� SKLORVRSK\"ª�1 Socrates as 
QDUUDWRU�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�ULYDO�ORYHUV�DV��ıȠĳȩȢ�DQG��ਕȝĮșȒȢ�UHVSHFWLYH-
O\� �Am�����D������ ,W� LV�DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ�ZRUG�FKRLFH� LQ�UHODWLRQ�QRW�RQO\�
to Erastài� LWVHOI�±�ZKHUH�WKH�IDLOHG�VHDUFK�IRU�SKLORVRSK\�SUHVXSSRVHV�
WKURXJKRXW�WKDW�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LV�D�ĲȑȤȞȘ�RU�NLQG�RI�ਥʌȚıĲȒȝȘ�
– 2�EXW�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\�WR�WKH�VSHHFKHV�RQ�ȡȦȢ�LQ�Symposium��ZKHUH�
'LRWLPD�QRW�RQO\�LQLWLDWHV�6RFUDWHV�LQWR�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�ĮĲઁ�Ĳઁ�țĮȜȩȞ�3 
EXW� DOVR� IDPRXVO\� VLWXDWHV� SKLORVRSKHUV� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ıȠĳȠȓ� DQG� WKH�
ਕȝĮșİȢ��Smp�����D��E����/HDYLQJ�QR�GRXEW�DV�WR�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKLV�
ZD\�RI�VLWXDWLQJ�SKLORVRSK\�ȝİĲĮȟȪ�RU�between�ZLVGRP�DQG�LJQRUDQFH��
Socrates repeats or anticipates it in Lysis�����D��E����6LQFH�$SROORGRUXV�
WHOOV�XV�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�OHIW�$JDWKRQ¶V�KRXVH�IRU�WKH�/\FHXP��Smp�����G�����
DQG�VLQFH�6RFUDWHV�KLPVHOI�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�KH�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�/\FHXP�
in Lysis�����D����©UHSHDWVª�VHHPV�OLNH�WKH�SUHIHUDEOH�ZRUG�FKRLFH�WR�PH��
HVSHFLDOO\�VLQFH�6RFUDWHV�FDQ�QRZ�ERDVW�RI�KLV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�ਥȡȦĲȚțȐ�
�Ly�����E��F����%XW�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQW�WKHUH�LV�QR�QHHG�WR�JHW�VLGHWUDFNHG�
E\�WKH�GL൵HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�2UGHU�RI�&RPSRVLWLRQ�±�DQ�LQWHUSUHWLYH�SDU-
adigm that locates Symposium�ZHOO� DIWHU�Lysis – and Reading Order. 
,QVWHDG��OHW¶V�SXVK�IRUZDUG�WR�Euthydemus��ZKLFK�DFWXDOO\�WDNHV�SODFH�LQ�

1 0RUH�DFFXUDWHO\��©ZKDW�WKHQ�LV�LW"��Ĳȓ�ȠȞ�ıĲȚȞ��ª�L�H���Ĳઁ�ĳȚȜȠıȠĳİȞ��Am. 133c1-3, 
DQG����F���EXW�VHH�ĳȚȜȠıȠĳȓĮ�DW�Am�����F�����7KH�LQLWLDO�TXHVWLRQ�LV�SRVHG�DW�Am. 
133b5.
2 6HH�LYL�����F��IRU�WKH�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�XVH�RI�ĲȑȤȞȘ��DQG�IRU�ਥʌȚıĲȘȝȒ��VHH����G���
3 %HJLQQLQJ�DW�Smp. 209e5-210a4; see especially 211e1-3. Cf. Hp. Ma. 286d8-e1; it is 
QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW��ZKLOH�6RFUDWHV�FODLPV�DW�Am�����E��F��WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�
SKLORVRSK\�LV�țĮȜȩȞ�ZLWKRXW�NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�SKLORVRSK\�LV��LW�LV�DW�OHDVW�HTXDOO\�WKDW�ZH�
FDQQRW�GHWHUPLQH�WKLV�ZLWKRXW�NQRZLQJ�Ĳȓ�ਥıĲȚ�Ĳઁ�țĮȜȩȞ��Hp. Ma�����G�����
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WKH�/\FHXP��DW�OHDVW�LQVRIDU�DV�6RFUDWHV�WHOOV�&ULWR�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WKHUH�
\HVWHUGD\��Euthd�����D���

,W�LV�WUXH�WKDW�DOO�WKUHH�GLDORJXHV�DUH�OLQNHG�E\�DQ�HURWLF�VXEWH[W��EXW�
IRU�WKH�SUHVHQW�LW�LV�VX൶FLHQW�QRW�RQO\�WKDW�&WHVLSSXV�DQG�WKH�/\FHXP�
DSSHDU�LQ�WZR�RI�WKHP�EXW�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�WULFN�TXHVWLRQ�(XWK\GHPXV�SXWV�
WR�&OHLQLDV� LQYROYHV� WKH�ZLVH�DQG�WKH� LJQRUDQW��Ƞੁ�ıȠĳȠȓ�ਲ਼�Ƞੂ�ਕȝĮșİȢ�
�Euthd�����G�����

,�ZLOO�R൵HU�WKUHH�VXJJHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�VLWXDWLQJ�SKL-
ORVRSK\�EHWZHHQ�ZLVGRP�DQG�LJQRUDQFH��7KH�¿UVW�RI� WKHVH�LV�VSHFL¿F�
to Lysis��DQRWKHU�LV�VSHFL¿F�WR�Euthydemus��DQG�D�WKLUG�±�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�
second in order of presentation – implicates both dialogues. The Lysis¶�
VSHFL¿F�SRLQW�FRQFHUQV�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�IDPRXVO\�P\VWHULRXV�ʌȡĲȠȞ�
ĳȓȜȠȞ��¿UVW�PHQWLRQHG�DW�Ly�����G����$OWKRXJK�PDQ\�KDYH�DWWHPSWHG�WR�
LGHQWLI\�LW��DOO�KDYH�UHJDUGHG�LW�DV�WKH�H[FOXVLYHO\�SDVVLYH�REMHFW�RI�ORYH�DV�
opposed to something actively loving;4 as a result, these attempts have 
IDLOHG� WR�HVWDEOLVK�ZKDW�PLJKW�EH�FDOOHG�©WKH�XQLW\�RI� WKH�Lysis,» and 
PRUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQLJPDWLF�©¿UVW�IULHQGª�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GLDORJXH�DQG�LWV�RSHQLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�IULHQGVKLS��ZKHUH�
3ODWR�GUDZV�WKH�UHDGHU¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�IRUFLEO\�DQG�UHSHDWHGO\�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
ZKDW¶V�ĳȓȜȠȞ�FDQ�EH�ERWK�DFWLYHO\�©ORYLQJª�DQG�SDVVLYHO\�©GHDUª�>/HYLQ�
������5RELQVRQ�������0DFNHQ]LH������������@��$OWKRXJK�ZH�DOO�NQRZ�
WKDW�3ODWR�DQG�6RFUDWHV�DUH�SKLORVRSKHUV�DQG�WKDW�SKLORVRSK\�LV�©WKH�ORYH�
RI�ZLVGRPª��WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKH�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�PXVW�EH�DW�RQFH�DQ�
object of love and�VRPHWKLQJ�DFWLYHO\�ORYLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�RYHUORRNHG��3ODWR�
has illuminated philosophy in Lysis� QRW� RQO\� E\� VLWXDWLQJ� LW� EHWZHHQ�
ZLVGRP�DQG�LJQRUDQFH�EXW�E\�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�SDUDGR[HV�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�
WZR�PHDQLQJV�RI�ĳȓȜȠȞ��$V�WKH�ORYH�RI�ZLVGRP��WKH�ĳȚȜȠ��LQ�ĳȚȜȠıȠĳȓĮ�
LV� QHFHVVDULO\� DFWLYH�� DQG� DOWKRXJK� LW� PLJKW� EH� GL൶FXOW� WR� SHUVXDGH�
QRQ�SKLORVRSKHUV�WKDW�SKLORVRSK\�LV�DOVR�D�¿WWLQJ�REMHFW�RI�DQ\�SHUVRQ¶V�
ORYH��LW�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�VR�GL൶FXOW�WR�SHUVXDGH�LWV�GHYRWHHV�5

In short, philosophy is both a proper object of our love and actively 
ORYLQJ��DQG�IRU� WKLV�-DQXV�OLNH�PHGLDWLRQ� WKH�HDUO\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�ZKDW�

4 $QG�QRW�DOWRJHWKHU�ZLWKRXW�UHDVRQ��LW� LV�LQWURGXFHG�DW�Ly�����G����DV�©WKDW�RQ�DF-
FRXQW�RI�ZKLFK�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�WKLQJV�ZH�FDOO�>ĳȓȜĮ�XQGHUVWRRG@�DUH�ĳȓȜĮª��([FHSW�ZKHUH�
RWKHUZLVH�QRWHG��DOO�WUDQVODWLRQV�DUH�PLQH�
5 )RU�SKLORVRSK\�DV�Ĳઁ�ȠੁțİȠȞ��Ly�����H������FRQVLGHU�homo sapiens.
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LV�ĳȓȜȠȞ�KDV�SUHSDUHG�XV��0RUHRYHU��E\�VLWXDWLQJ�WKH�ȝİĲĮȟȪ�EDVHG�DF-
FRXQW�RI�SKLORVRSK\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OHVVRQ�LQ�³WKH�WDPLQJ�RI�HTXLYRFDWLRQ´�
FHQWHUHG�RQ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�GLDORJXH��DQG�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�WKH�
ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�DW�LWV�HQG��3ODWR�KDV�SURYLGHG�XV�ZLWK�WKH�ȜȪıȚȢ�RI�KLV Lysis 
>FI��*OLGGHQ����������@��ĳȚȜȠıȠĳȓĮ�LV�WKH�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�EHFDXVH�LW�DORQH�
LV�ERWK�©GHDUª�DQG�©ORYLQJª��L�H���ĳȓȜȠȞ�LQ�ERWK�VHQVHV�RI�WKDW�HTXLYRFDO�
ZRUG��0RUHRYHU�� WKH� K\SRWKHVLV� WKDW� SKLORVRSK\� LV� WKH� ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�
PDNHV�JRRG�VHQVH�RI�WKH�RSHQLQJ�WULFN�TXHVWLRQ�SRVHG�E\�(XWK\GHPXV�
at the beginning of Euthydemus��$Q\RQH�ZKR�KDV�OHDUQHG�IURP�HLWKHU�
Diotima in Symposium or Socrates in Lysis� WKDW�ĳȚȜȠıȠĳȓĮ�LV�ȝİĲĮȟȪ�
ZLOO� NQRZ� WKDW� LW� LV� QHLWKHU� WKH�ZLVH�nor� WKH� LJQRUDQW�ZKR� OHDUQ�� EXW�
UDWKHU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VLWXDWHG�between ıȠĳȓĮ�DQG�ਕȝĮșȓĮ��DQG�ZKR�WKXV�
DUH�QHLWKHU�ZLVH�QRU�LJQRUDQW��1RERG\�ZKR�KDV�GLVFRYHUHG�SKLORVRSK\�
DV�WKH�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�IDOO�IRU�WKDW�RQH��LQGHHG�QR�SKLORVRSKHU�
ZKR�KDV�DVVLPLODWHG�ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�KDV�MXVW� WROG�XV�WKDW�SKLORVRSK\�LV�
in Lysis�±�DQG�LQ�WKDW�QXPEHU��ZH�FOHDUO\�VKRXOG�QRW�LQFOXGH�&OHLQLDV�±�
should�IDOO�IRU�LW��LW�LV�WKH�SKLORVRSKHUV�DORQH�ZKR�OHDUQ��DQG�WKDW�LV�DV�
JRRG�D�UHDVRQ�DV�DQ\�WR�UHFRJQL]H�SKLORVRSK\�DV�QR�OHVV�©GHDUª�WKDQ�LW�
LV�©ORYLQJª��IRU�ZKHUH�ZRXOG�DQ\�RI�XV�EH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�FDSDFLW\�WR�OHDUQ"

%XW�HYHQ�LI�ZH�SDVV�XQVFDWKHG�DV�SKLORVRSKHUV�WKURXJK�WKH�6F\OOD�
RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�WKH�&KDU\EGLV�RI�LJQRUDQFH�EHWZHHQ�ZKLFK�WKH�KDSOHVV�
&OHLQLDV�IRXQGHUV�±�IRU�WKH�ZLVH�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�DQG�WKH�LJQRUDQW�GRQ¶W�
OHDUQ��Euthd�����F�����±�D�PRUH�GL൶FXOW�WHVW�DZDLWV�XV��WKLV�RQH�DGPLQ-
LVWHUHG�E\�6RFUDWHV�KLPVHOI��,W�RFFXUV�LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�IDPRXV�)LUVW�3URWUHS-
tic to philosophy and virtue in Euthydemus� �FI�� ���G���� DQG� ���D����
ZKHUH�KH�LGHQWL¿HV�ıȠĳȓĮ�DV�WKH�RQO\�JRRG�DQG�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�DV�WKH�RQO\�EDG�
�Euthd�� ���H������0\� FODLP� LV� WKDW� WKHVH� GXDO� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV� FRQFHDO�
ĳȚȜȠıȠĳȓĮ�IRU�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH�LQ�D�URZ��¿UVW�ZKHQ�3ODWR�FRQFHDOHG�LW�DV�
WKH�P\VWHULRXV�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�LQ�Lysis��WKHQ�ZKHQ�KH�PDGH�LW�FRQVSLFX-
ous by its absence at the start of Euthydemus, and most controversially 
LQ�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF��ZKHUH�DQ�LJQRUDQFH�IUHH�QRWLRQ�RI�SKLORVRSK\��LQ�
WDQGHP�ZLWK�©WKH�(XGDHPRQLVW�$[LRPª�>9ODVWRV����������@��KDV�PDGH�
LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�FRQ¿JXUH�WKH�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�LQ�Lysis�DV�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�>3ULFH�
�������@��RU�PRUH�VXEWO\�DV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�PD[LPL]HV�RU�LV�LQ�DQ\�
FDVH�LQVHSDUDEOH�IURP�LW�>3HQQHU�	�5RZH�����@��,Q�IDFW��©KDV�PDGH�LW�
SRVVLEOHª�LVQ¶W�VX൶FLHQWO\�VWURQJ��IRU�LW�LV�QR�DFFLGHQW�WKDW�7HUU\�3HQQHU�
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DQG�&KULVWRSKHU�5RZH�PXVW� UHSHDWHGO\� LQYRNH� WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF� LQ�
Euthydemus�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ�LQ�Lysis as they do 
>3HQQHU�	�5RZH�����������QRWH�����������������QRWH�����DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�
264-269]. Although Diotima anticipates it in Symposium�����D������©WKH�
(XGDHPRQLVW�$[LRPª�LV�PRVW�FOHDUO\�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�6 and 
WKH�ZRUULVRPH�IDFWV�WKDW�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�LV�MXVW�DV�HTXLYRFDO�LQ�Euthydemus 
DV�ĳȓȜȠȞ�LV�LQ�Lysis�DQG�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�³YLUWXH´�QHYHU�DFWXDOO\�DSSHDUV�
LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�SURWUHSWLF�WR�SKLORVRSK\�DQG�YLUWXH�>+DZWUH\���������@��DUH�
TXLFNO\�IRUJRWWHQ�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�$ULVWRWOH��ZKR�WROG�XV�WKDW�
6RFUDWHV�UHJDUGHG�YLUWXH�DV�ਥʌȚıĲȒȝȘ�±�RU��WR�VSHDN�PRUH�SUHFLVHO\��WKDW�
KH�WKRXJKW�DOO�WKH�ਕȡİĲĮȓ�ZHUH�ਥʌȚıĲȒȝĮȚ�±�DQG��PRUHRYHU��WKDW�6RFUDWHV�
ZDV�ZURQJ�WR�KDYH�GRQH�VR�7

1R�IXOO�VFDOH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�LQ�3ODWR¶V�IDOOD-
cy-rife Euthydemus ZLOO�EH�XQGHUWDNHQ�KHUH�� DQG� ,�ZLOO� WKHUHIRUH�QRW�
SOD\�,RODXV�WR�*HRUJLD�6HUPDPRJORX�6RXOPDLGL¶V�+HUFXOHV�>6HUPDPR-
JORX�6RXOPDLGL�����@��,�ZLOO��KRZHYHU��LQYRNH�5RVDPRQG�.HQW�6SUDJXH��
WKH�QLQHW\�VHYHQ�\HDU�ROG�IDLU\�JRGPRWKHU�RI�DOO�RI�XV�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
3ODWR�FDQ�DQG�GRHV�XVH�GHFHSWLYH�DQG�PLVOHDGLQJ�DUJXPHQWV�GHOLEHUDWH-
O\�>6SUDJXH�������[L@��1DWXUDOO\�6SUDJXH�WUDLQHG�KHU�¿UH�RQ�WKH�EURWK-
ers in Plato’s Use of Fallacy��DOWKRXJK�VKH�WRXFKHG�RQ�6RFUDWHV¶�XVH�RI�
it in Protagoras [Sprague 1962, 27-28, note 15], she had the prudent 
JRRG�VHQVH�QRW�WR�¿QG�LW�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF��%XW�GHVSLWH�LWV�LPSRUWDQFH�
WR� V\VWHPDWL]LQJ� ©WKH� SKLORVRSK\� RI� 6RFUDWHVª� >,UZLQ� ������ ��@��Eu-
thydemus�±�WKDQNV�WR�LWV�UDPSDQW�HULVWLF�DQG�IDOODF\�ULIH�KXPRU�±�LV�D�
PLJKW\�TXHVWLRQDEOH�SODFH�WR�ORRN�IRU�LW�DQG�LQGHHG�IRU�3ODWR¶V�VHULRXV�
GRFWULQHV��*UHJRU\�9ODVWRV�ZLVHO\�VLGHVWHSSHG�WKH�TXLFNVDQG��DQG�UH-
garded Euthydemus�DV�©WUDQVLWLRQDOª�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�JHQXLQHO\�6RFUDWLF�
>9ODVWRV������������@��%XW�DV� WKH�VFKRODU�ZKR�FRLQHG� WKH�SKUDVH�©WKH�
(XGDHPRQLVW�$[LRPª�KH� WRR�FDQ� VFDUFHO\�GR�ZLWKRXW� LW��%XW�©3ODWR¶V�
8VH�RI�)DOODF\ª�DSSHDUV�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF��ZKHQ�6RF-
UDWHV�LQWRQHV�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�DOO�PHQ�GHVLUH�WR�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ��$SSDUHQWO\�D�
FODLP�DERXW�RXU�GHVLUH�©WR�IDUH�ZHOOª�LW�LV�ZKDW�DOORZV�XV�©WR�GR�WKLQJV�

6 ,Q�IDFW��LW�RQO\�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�VWDWHG�WKHUH��LW�¿UVW�RFFXUV�LQ�DQ�XQHTXLYRFDO�IRUP�DW�
Euthd. 280b6.
7 On Aristotle, EE�����E�����HVSHFLDOO\�ਥʌȚıĲȒȝĮȢ�Ȗȡ�ફİĲ¶�İੇȞĮȚ�ʌȐıĮȢ�ĲȢ�ਕȡİĲȐȢ���
MM�����D�������HVSHFLDOO\�ਕįȪȞĮĲȠȞ���DQG�EN 1145b23-27, see Vlastos 1991, 95-97.
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ZHOOª�±�WR�SOD\�WKH�ÀXWH��IRU�H[DPSOH��Euthd�����H�����±�WKDW�MXVWL¿HV�WKH�
LJQRUDQFH�DQQLKLODWLQJ�FODLP�WKDW�ıȠĳȓĮ�LV�WKH�RQO\�JRRG�

,Q�XQPDVNLQJ�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�DV�GHOLEHUDWHO\�GHFHSWLYH��6RFUDWHV¶�
RXWUDJHRXV�FODLPV�DERXW�İĲȣȤȓĮ�FRQVWLWXWH�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�ORZ�KDQJLQJ�
fruit, and those claims have generated debate [Russell 2005, 41-43; Rid-
HU�������-RQHV�����@��,�SUHIHU�WR�IRFXV�RQ�D�SDUW�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�VSHHFK�WKDW�
its defenders rarely mention:8

³$QG�ZKHQ�D�PDQ�WKLQNV�WKDW�WKLV�>sc��ıȠĳȓĮ@�LV�ZKDW�KH�RXJKW�
to receive much rather than money from his father, and from 
KLV�JXDUGLDQV�DQG�IULHQGV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�ZKR�SURIHVV�WR�ORYH�
him [sc��Ƞੂ�ਥȡĮıĲĮȓ@��ZKHWKHU�VWUDQJHUV�RU�FLWL]HQV��DQG�HQWUHDWV�
DQG� EHVHHFKHV� WKHP� WR� LPSDUW� ZLVGRP�²� IRU� WKLV� SXUSRVH��
&OHLQLDV��WKHUH�LV�QR�FDXVH�IRU�VKDPH��ȠįȞ�ĮੁıȤȡȩȞ��RU�EODPH�
LQ� VHUYLQJ� RU� VODYLQJ� �ਫ਼ʌȘȡİĲİȞ� țĮ� įȠȣȜİȪİȚȞ�� HLWKHU� IRU� D�
ORYHU��ਥȡĮıĲȒȢ��RU�IRU�DQ\�PDQ��DQG�EHLQJ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�SHUIRUP�
DQ\�KRQRUDEOH�VHUYLFHV��Ĳ�țĮȜ�ਫ਼ʌȘȡİĲȒȝĮĲĮ��IURP�WKH�GHVLUH�
WR�EHFRPH�ZLVH�9 Or does it not seem to you [sc��&OHLQLDV@�́ � ,�
[sc��6RFUDWHV@�VDLG��³WR�EH�VR��ȠĲȦȢ�" �́�³9HU\�PXFK�VR��ʌȐȞȣ�
ȝȞ�ȠȞ���\RX�VHHP�WR�EH�VSHDNLQJ�ZHOO� WR�PH��İ�ȝȠȚ�įȠțİȢ�
ȜȑȖİȚȞ��́ �ZDV�KLV�UHSO\��³,I�LQGHHG�LW�LV�WKH�FDVH��İੁ�ıĲȚ�Ȗİ���GHDU�
&OHLQLDV�́ �VDLG�,��³WKDW�ZLVGRP�LV�WHDFKDEOH��ਲ�ıȠĳȓĮ�įȚįĮțĲȩȞ���
EXW� GRHV� QRW� FRPH� LQWR� EHLQJ� RI� LWVHOI� IRU�PDQNLQG�� )RU� WKLV�
UHPDLQV�XQH[DPLQHG�E\�XV��DQG�KDV�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�DJUHHG�XSRQ�
E\�\RX�DQG�PH �́�³%XW�WR�PH��6RFUDWHV �́�KH�VDLG��³LW�VHHPV�WR�EH�
WHDFKDEOH��įȚįĮțĲȩȞ� �́�$QG�,��GHOLJKWHG��VDLG��³+RZ�EHDXWLIXOO\�
�țĮȜȢ��\RX�VSHDN��R�EHVW�RI�PHQ��DQG�ZHOO�KDYH�\RX�GRQH��İ�

8 %XW�VHH�3HQQHU�	�5RZH��Lysis�������QRWH����©7XUQLQJ�QRZ�WR�WKH�ZD\�WKH�Lysis ends, 
ZH�¿QG�DW����D�����ZLWKLQ�D�6WHSKDQXV�SDJH�RI�WKH�HQG��WKDW�ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�VD\V�LV�
H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZH�¿QG�LQ�WKH�Euthydemus: that the darling should give in to the genuine 
and not pretended lover». Note that no such distinction is made in Euthd. and it is 
DQQXOOHG�E\�3DXVDQLDV�LQ�Smp.
9 &I��3DXVDQLDV�DW�Smp�����E��F���©)RU�WKHUH�H[LVWV�IRU�XV�D�ODZ��WKDW�MXVW�DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�
RI�ORYHUV�WKHUH�ZDV�QHLWKHU�ÀDWWHU\�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�UHSURDFKDEOH�LQ�EHLQJ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VHUYH�
DV�D�VODYH��įȠȣȜİȪİȚȞ��LQ�DQ\�NLQG�RI�VODYHU\��įȠȣȜİȓĮ��WR�WKH�ER\��Ĳ�ʌĮȚįȚțȐ���VR�DOVR�
LQGHHG�WKHUH�LV�OHIW�EXW�RQH�RQO\�YROXQWDU\�VODYHU\��įȠȣȜİȓĮ��WKDW�LV� LUUHSURDFKDEOH�
>µIRU�WKH�ER\¶�XQGHUVWRRG�EXW�VXSSUHVVHG@��DQG�WKDW�LV�WKH�RQH�>µVODYHU\¶�RQFH�DJDLQ�
XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�VXSSUHVVHG@�FRQFHUQLQJ�YLUWXH��ਲ�ਕȡİĲȒ�ª�
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ਥʌȠȓȘıĮȢ���VSDULQJ�PH�IURP�D�IXOO�VWXG\�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKLV�YHU\�
WKLQJ��ZKHWKHU�WKLV�ZLVGRP��ਲ�ıȠĳȓĮ��LV�WHDFKDEOH�RU�QRW�WHDFK-
DEOH��įȚįĮțĲȩȞ�ਲ਼�Ƞ�įȚįĮțĲȩȞ� �́10

7KH�¿UVW�SRLQW�,�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�DERXW� WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV� WKDW� LW� LPSOLFDWHV�
Symposium RQFH�DJDLQ�� WKHUHE\�R൵HULQJ�DQRWKHU�JRRG�UHDVRQ� WKDW�ZH�
should read Lysis and Euthydemus�ZLWK� WKH�VSHHFKHV�DW�$JDWKRQ¶V� LQ�
PLQG��%XW�KHUH��LW�LV�QRW�'LRWLPD�ZKRP�6RFUDWHV�HFKRHV�EXW�WKH�VOLSSHU\�
SHGHUDVW� 3DXVDQLDV� >1HXPDQQ� ������ ���@�� 7KH� FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�
his speech and this passage in Euthydemus ZDV�QRWHG�ORQJ�DJR�>5RXWK�
���������@��DQG�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKDW�FRQQHFWLRQ�KDV�QRW�ZLWKHUHG�ZLWK�WLPH��
,I�ZLVGRP�LV�WKH�RQO\�JRRG��VD\V�6RFUDWHV��WKHQ�D�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZRXOG�EH�
ZHOO�DGYLVHG�WR�UHJDUG�QR�IRUP�RI�VHUYLFH��LQFOXGLQJ�VODYHU\��DV�EDVH�LQ�
LWV�SXUVXLW��DQG�KH�OD\V�HVSHFLDO�HPSKDVLV�RQ�VODYLVK�VHUYLFH�WR�ਥȡĮıĲĮȓ��
DQG�ZH�DOO�NQRZ�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�©VHUYLFHª�WKH\�KDYH�LQ�PLQG��2QH�VKRXOG�
VH[XDOO\�JUDWLI\�RU�ȤĮȡȓȗİıșĮȚ�DQ�ਥȡĮıĲȒȢ��3DXVDQLDV�FODLPV��DV�ORQJ�DV�
KH�SURPLVHV�WKH�\RXQJVWHU�ਕȡİĲȒ�LQ�UHWXUQ��QRU�LV�WKHUH�DQ\�VKDPH�LQ�WKH�
\RXQJ�PDQ¶V�GRLQJ�VR�HYHQ�LI�WKDW�SURPLVH�WXUQV�RXW�WR�EH�VSXULRXV��VHH�
Smp�����D��E���HVSHFLDOO\�ȤĮȡȚıȐȝİȞȠȢ�DQG�țĮȜ�ਲ�ਕʌȐĲȘ��

&OHLQLDV�DSSDUHQWO\�KDVQ¶W�KHDUG�WKDW�VSHHFK�HLWKHU��IRU�KH�SURPSW-
O\� DJUHHV� WKDW� D� \RXQJ�PDQ� OLNH� KLPVHOI� VKRXOG� GR� DV� 6RFUDWHV� QRZ�
UHFRPPHQGV��1RU�KDV�KH�KHDUG�DQ\�6RFUDWLF�UHDVRQ�ZK\�VXFK�VHUYLFHV�
FRXOG� RQO\� EH� GHFHQWO\� FDOOHG� țĮȜȐ� LI� WKH\�ZHUH� DVH[XDO� �;HQ��Smp. 
9,,,� �������� DV� D� SURSRQHQW� RI�3ODWRQLF�/RYH� OLNH�;HQRSKRQ¶V�6RFUD-
WHV�PLJKW�ZLVK�WR�LQVLVW�ZKLOH�FRQVWUXLQJ�Ĳ�țĮȜ�ਫ਼ʌȘȡİĲȒȝĮĲĮ��:KDW�
PDNHV�WKLV�LQQRFHQW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LPSRVVLEOH�LV�WKH�VLOHQFH�RI�/\VLV�LQ�
Lysis:11�SXUVXHG�E\�+LSSRWKDOHV��LW�LV�/\VLV�ZKR�DOUHDG\�VHQVHV�WKDW�6RF-

10 Euthd�����D��F���7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�VHQWHQFH�����D��E����DSDUW�IURP�PDN-
LQJ�©VHUYLFHª�SOXUDO��LV�WKDW�RI�*L൵RUG����������
11 Ly�����H�����E���WUDQVODWLRQ�E\�:�5�0��/DPE��6RFUDWHV� LV�VSHDNLQJ���©$QG�LQ�D�
FDVH�ZKHUH�RQH�SHUVRQ�GHVLUHV�DQRWKHU��P\�ER\V��RU� ORYHV�KLP��KH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�EH�
GHVLULQJ�RU�ORYLQJ�RU�EHIULHQGLQJ�KLP��XQOHVV�KH�VRPHKRZ�EHORQJHG�WR�KLV�EHORYHG�
HLWKHU�LQ�VRXO��RU�LQ�VRPH�GLVSRVLWLRQ��GHPHDQRU�RU�FDVW�RI�VRXO��µ<HV��WR�EH�VXUH¶��VDLG�
0HQH[HQXV��EXW�/\VLV�ZDV�VLOHQW��9HU\�ZHOO��VDLG�,��ZKDW�EHORQJV�WR�XV�E\�QDWXUH�KDV�
EHHQ�VKRZQ�WR�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�QHHGV�PXVW�EHIULHQG��µ,W�VHHPV�VR¶��KH�VDLG��7KHQ�WKH�
JHQXLQH��QRW�WKH�SUHWHQGHG��ORYHU��ਥȡĮıĲȒȢ��PXVW�QHHGV�EH�EHIULHQGHG��ĳȚȜİıșĮȚ��E\�
KLV�IDYRULWH��Ĳ�ʌĮȚįȚțȐ���7R�WKLV�/\VLV�DQG�0HQH[HQXV�JDYH�EXW�D�IDLQW�QRG�RI�DVVHQW��
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rates is about to claim that it is necessary for a genuine lover to be loved 
LQ�UHWXUQ�E\�KLV�ER\��Ly�����D������D�FXOPLQDWLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�VRRQ�XQLWH�
0HQH[HQXV�DQG�/\VLV�LQ�UHOXFWDQW�DVVHQW��ZKLOH�WKH�HURWLF�+LSSRWKDOHV�LV�
UHQGHUHG�SRO\FKURPDWLF�E\�WKH�SOHDVXUH�WKDW�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�EHLQJ�³JUDW-
L¿HG´�E\�/\VLV�EULQJV�KLP��:H�PLJKW�ZHOO�FODLP�WKDW�&WHVLSSXV�LV�PRUH�
DGPLUDEOH�WKDQ�+LSSRWKDOHV��DQG�WKDW�LW�LV�RQO\�VH[XDOO\�JUDWLI\LQJ�him 
WKDW�&OHLQLDV�KDV�LQ�PLQG��%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�VKDUS�GL൵HUHQFH�RI�RSLQLRQ�DV�WR�
WKH�PRUDO�ZRUWK�RI�&WHVLSSXV��DQG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�KH�SOD\V�,RODXV�WR�6RF-
UDWHV¶�+HUFXOHV�LQ�WKHLU�EDWWOH�ZLWK�WKH�+\GUD�DQG�WKH�&UDE�SURYHV�WR�EH�
WKH�LQWHUSUHWLYH�FUX[�RI�WKH�DUJXPHQW�RI�WKLV�GLDORJXH¶V�DFWLRQ�12 So even 
WKRXJK�&WHVLSSXV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�MRLQ�0HQH[HQXV�LQ�Phaedo����E����LW�LV�
HDV\�WR�VHH�WKDW�&OHLQLDV�DJUHHV�WRR�TXLFNO\�DQG�XQZLVHO\�DV�ZHOO�

%XW�WKH�UDVKQHVV�RI�&OHLQLDV�LV�WDQJHQWLDO�WR�WKH�UHDO�SRLQW��%\�KDYLQJ�
6RFUDWHV�FKDQQHO�3DXVDQLDV��3ODWR�DOVR�PDNHV�LW�HDV\�WR�VHH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�
LV�FRQWLQXLQJ�D�SDWWHUQ�RI�GHOLEHUDWH�GHFHSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�WKDW�
EHJDQ�ZLWK�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�VWULYH�WR�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ��ZKLFK�
PXVW�EH�FRQVWUXHG�DV�©WR�GR�>WKLQJV@�ZHOOª�RU�HYHQ�©WR�VXFFHHGª�LI�WKH�
DUJXPHQW¶V�RSHQLQJ�PRYHV�DUH�WR�ZRUN��%XW�MXVW�LQ�FDVH�you�GRQ¶W�¿QG�
LW�HDV\�WR�VHH�WKLV�±�LI��IRU�H[DPSOH��\RX�GRQ¶W�UHDOL]H�WKDW�LQ�FROORTXLDO�
(QJOLVK�©,¶P�GRLQJ�JRRGª�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�WKDW�,¶P�HLWKHU�D�VNLOOHG�WHFK-
QLFLDQ�RU�D�SKLODQWKURSLVW�EXW�UDWKHU�ZKDW�DQ�$WKHQLDQ�PHDQW�ZKHQ�VKH�
VDLG�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲȦ�±�3ODWR�SURPSWO\�PDNHV�LW�HDVLHU�IRU�DOO�RI�XV��)DPRXVO\�
GL൶GHQW�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�YLUWXH�FDQ�EH�WDXJKW�LQ�Protagoras�����D���E���
FI�����D��E����6RFUDWHV�SUDLVHV�&OHLQLDV�IRU�KDYLQJ�QR�GRXEWV�DERXW�WKH�
WHDFKDELOLW\�RI�WKH�NLQG�RI�ıȠĳȓĮ�WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�DQ\RQH�WR�VXFFHHG�
LQ�DQ\WKLQJ��Euthd�����E������13�IRU�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�KDV�FRPH�

ZKLOH�+LSSRWKDOHV��LQ�KLV�GHOLJKW��WXUQHG�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�FRORUVª��1RWH�WKDW�ZKLOH�/\-
VLV�LV�SDVVLYHO\�©GHDUª�±�D�ĳȓȜȠȢ3�IRU�SDVVLYH�±�WR�+LSSRWKDOHV�ZKLOH�+LSSRWKDOHV�LV�
ȤșȡȠȢ3��L�H���SDVVLYHO\�KDWHG�E\�KLP��KH�LV�ȤșȡȠȢ$��RU�DFWLYHO\�KDWLQJ��WKH�KDSOHVV�
+LSSRWKDOHV�ZKR�LV�QHYHUWKHOHVV�ĳȓȜȠȢ$�WR�KLP��7KH�WHUPLQRORJ\�LV�IURP�0DF.HQ-
zie 1988.
12 ,W�LV�UHYHDOLQJ�WKDW�ERWK�-DFNVRQ�������DQG�&KDQFH�������ZKR�D൶UP�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�
,RODXV�DQG�&WHVLSSXV��YLHZ�WKH�ODWWHU�DV�KDYLQJ��GDQJHURXVO\��HPEUDFHG�WKH�EURWKHUV¶�
HULVWLF�RXWORRN��ZKLOH�6SUDJXH�������DQG�+DZWUH\�������ZKR�UHMHFW�WKH�LGHQWLW\��VHH�
Ctesippus in a far more favorable light.
13 $IWHU�D�SURPLVLQJ�VWDUW��©İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�LV�DPELJXRXVª�LQ�KLV�DUWLFOH¶V�DEVWUDFW���'L-
PDV������DWWHPSWV�WR�GLVVROYH�WKH�DPELJXLW\�RQ�����FI������©6RFUDWHV�LQVLVWV�HPSKDWL-
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WR�PHDQ�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�SULRU�HTXDWLRQ�RI�ZLVGRP�ZLWK�İĲȣȤȓĮ��FI��;HQ��
Mem��,,,������������4XLWH�DSDUW�IURP�ZKHWKHU�LW�FDQ�EH�WDXJKW��LW�LV�E\�QR�
PHDQV�FOHDU�WKDW�ıȠĳȓĮ�LQ�WKLV�JUDQGLRVH�IRUP�DFWXDOO\�H[LVWV�14 Socra-
WHV¶�SUDLVH�IRU�&OHLQLDV�LV�WKHUHIRUH�ZKDW�PLJKW�EH�FDOOHG�©LURQLFª��IRU�E\�
D൶UPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�ZLVGRP�HYHQ�D�FULPLQDO15 could love can be taught, 
WKH�\RXWK�KDV�E\�QR�PHDQV�VSRNHQ�țĮȜȢ�RU�SURYHG�KLV�RZQ�FDSDFLW\�
WR�İ�ʌȠȚİȞ��%XW�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�KHDY\�KDQGHG�6RFUDWLF� LURQ\�PD\�EH�
LQ� WKLV�FDVH�� WKHUH� LV�JRRG�UHDVRQ�ZK\�VWXGHQWV�RI�©WKH�3KLORVRSK\�RI�
6RFUDWHVª�KDYH�JHQHUDOO\�FKRVHQ�WR�RYHUORRN�LW��DQG�LW�LV�QR�DFFLGHQW�WKDW�
WKH�FKDSWHU� LQ�7HUU\� ,UZLQ¶V�Plato’s Ethics devoted to Socrates: from 
happiness to virtue�� EHJLQV�ZLWK� D� VHFWLRQ� FDOOHG��The Importance of 
(XWK\GHPXV�>,UZLQ����������@�

0\�UHVSRQVH�LV�WKDW�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�LQ�3ODWR¶V�Euthydemus of-
IHUV�PDUNHGO\�HTXLYRFDO�VXSSRUW� IRU�PDNLQJ� WKH� WUDQVLWLRQ� IURP�©IDU-
LQJ�ZHOOª�WR�©GRLQJ�ZHOOª��L�H��©IURP�KDSSLQHVV�WR�YLUWXHª��$SSDUHQWO\�
DQ�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WR�SKLORVRSK\�DQG�YLUWXH��WKH�RQO\�SRVVLEOH�UHVSRQVH�WR�
6RFUDWHV¶�IDLOXUH�WR�VR�PXFK�DV�PHQWLRQ�ਕȡİĲȒ�LV�WKDW�ıȠĳȓĮ�DV�İĲȣȤȓĮ�
is� ਕȡİĲȒ�� IRU� DV� ZH� DOO� WKLQN� ZH� NQRZ�� 6RFUDWHV� UHJDUGHG� YLUWXH� DV�
ਥʌȚıĲȒȝȘ� >FI��%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK� ������ ���� DQG������ZLWK�+DZWUH\�
��������@��:KDWHYHU�ZHUH�$ULVWRWOH¶V�RWKHU�H[FHOOHQFHV��WKH\�PDQLIHVWO\�
GLG�QRW�LQFOXGH�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�3ODWR¶V�ȈȦțȡĮĲȚțઁȚ�ȜȩȖȠȚ��DQG�WKH�SURRI�LV�
WKDW�KH�UHJDUGHG�3ODWR¶V�Laws�DV�RQH�RI�WKHP��Pol��,,��������D��������%XW�
VLQFH�WKH�DOOHJHGO\�6RFUDWLF�QH[XV�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�6RFUDWLF�3DUDGR[��WKH�

FDOO\�WKDW�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�ZLVH�DJHQW�EULQJV�VXFFHVV�LQ�all her action».
14 1RWH� WKDW� ©NQRZOHGJH� RI� IXWXUH� JRRGV� DQG� EDGVª� �La�� ���E���G��� GHSHQGV� RQ�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��L�H���WKH�NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH�ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH��&I��Ly. 220e6-
221a5.
15 Euthd�����D�����©6R�WKDW�ZLVGRP��ਲ�ıȠĳȓĮ��HYHU\ZKHUH�FDXVHV�PHQ�WR�EH�IRUWXQDWH�
�İĲȣȤİȞ��� VLQFH� HYLGHQWO\� VKH� FRXOG�QHYHU� HUU� �ਖȝĮȡĲȐȞİȚȞ��� EXW� QHFHVVDULO\� GRHV�
FRUUHFWO\� DQG� KLWV� WKH�PDUN� �ੑ ȡșȢ� ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ� țĮ� ĲȣȖȤȐȞİȚȞ��� RWKHUZLVH� VKH� FRXOG�
EH�QR�ORQJHU�ZLVGRPª��,W�LV�HDV\�WR�VHH�WKDW�ıȠĳȓĮ�LQ�WKLV�IRUP�VHOOV�LWVHOI�WR�DOO�DQG�
VXQGU\��6RFUDWHV¶�SURWUHSWLF�LV�VFDUFHO\�QHFHVVDU\��&OHDUO\�WKHUH�LV�QR�QHFHVVLW\�WKDW�
ੑȡșȢ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�LPSOLHV�GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�ULJKWO\�LQ�D�PRUDO�VHQVH�RI�WKH�WHUP��DQG�LI�
ZH�ZHUH�DVVXUHG�WKDW�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�ıȠĳȓĮ�ZRXOG�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�
PLVV�RXU�PDUN��L�H���QHYHU�ਖȝĮȡĲȐȞİȚȞ��DQG�WKXV�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�KLW�RXU�WDUJHW�
�ĲȣȖȤȐȞİȚȞ��no matter what it was we were doing��HYHU\RQH�ZRXOG�EH�D�ORYHU�RI�©ZLV-
dom» in this sense.
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8QLW\�RI�9LUWXH�� DQG� WKH�NQRZOHGJH�EDVHG� WUDQVLWLRQ�©IURP�YLUWXH� WR�
KDSSLQHVVª�±�QRWH�WKH�UHYHUVDO�RQ�,UZLQ�±�KDV�IRXQG�QR�JUHDWHU�GHIHQGHU�
WKDQ�7HUU\�3HQQHU��LW�LV�UHYHDOLQJ�WKDW�KH�UHFRJQL]HG�IURP�WKH�VWDUW�WKDW�
ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�VD\V�LQ�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�LV�LQFRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�XQLW\�
RI�YLUWXH�>3HQQHU������������@��2I�FRXUVH�QRW�HYHU\�UHDGHU�ZLOO�ZRQGHU�
ZKHWKHU�6RFUDWHV�LV�ULJKW�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�MXVWLFH�ZLWKRXW�ZLVGRP�PLJKW�
UHDOO\�GR�PRUH�KDUP�WKDQ�LQMXVWLFH�JXLGHG�E\�ıȠĳȓĮ��Euthd�����F��H���16 
DQ\�PRUH�WKDQ�DOO�RI�WKHP�ZLOO�UHMHFW�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�
İĲȣȤȓĮ��QRWH�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�ਕȡİĲȒ��RU�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�RQJRLQJ�
HTXLYRFDWLRQ�RQ�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ��%XW�SKLORVRSKHUV�OLNH�XV�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�
GR�DOO�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV��DORQJ�ZLWK�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�
LV�QRW�DFWXDOO\�VHULRXV�DERXW�EHFRPLQJ�RQH�RI� WKH�EURWKHUV¶�GLVFLSOHV��
WKDW�KLV�FRQFOXGLQJ�SUDLVH�IRU�WKHP�LV�D�SDUDGR[LFDO�HQFRPLXP��DQG�WKDW�
Crito is right to interrupt: Cleinias did not say the things that Socrates 
has just said that he did.

%XW�,UZLQ�LV�DOVR�ULJKW��WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF�is of great importance 
ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�9ODVWRV�LQVSLUHG�VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�6RFUD-
WHV��%XW�OLNH�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�LQ�Euthydemus�DQG�ĳȓȜȠȢ�LQ�Lysis, the phrase 
©WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�6RFUDWHVª�LV�HTXLYRFDO��7R�XVH�WKDW�SKUDVH�LQ�D�ZD\�
WKDW�WKH�IROORZHUV�RI�9ODVWRV�GR�QRW��WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�6RFUDWHV�LV�PLG-
ZD\�EHWZHHQ�ıȠĳȓĮ�DQG�ਕȝĮșȓĮ��DQG�IRU�WKDW�UHDVRQ��ĳȚȜȠıȠĳȓĮ�as Soc-
rates explains it� LV� MXVW� DV� DEVHQW� LQ� WKH� )LUVW� 3URWUHSWLF� DV� WKH�ZRUG�
ਕȡİĲȒ�XQTXHVWLRQDEO\�LV��)RU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�©WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�6RFUD-
WHVª��DQG�WKXV�IRU�GHWHFWLQJ�LWV�DEVHQFH�LQ�WKH�)LUVW�3URWUHSWLF��ERWK�Lysis 
and the beginning of Euthydemus�KDYH�SUHSDUHG�XV��IRU�ZLVGRP�LV�QRW�
the only good and ignorance is not the only evil if philosophy, as the 
ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳȓȜȠȞ��LV�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�DQ\RQH�ZKR�VWULYHV�WR�OLYH�
DQG�WR�GLH�ZHOO��6LQFH�6RFUDWHV�GHPRQVWUDWHV�KLV�FRXUDJH�LQ Laches, his 
temperance in Charmides, his justice in Gorgias��DQG�KLV�SLHW\�±�ZKLFK�
PXVW�DOZD\V�ORRN�PRUH�OLNH�VXSHUVWLWLRQ�WKDQ�ZLVGRP�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�EH-
WKLQN� WKHPVHOYHV�ZLVH� ±� LQ�Theages�� WKHUH�PXVW� DOZD\V� EH� D� WHQVLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�6RFUDWLF�,JQRUDQFH�DQG�WKH�6RFUDWLF�©GRFWULQHª�WKDW�9LUWXH�LV�
.QRZOHGJH�>6PLWK�����@��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�ODWWHU�LV�WUHDWHG�DV�D�PHUH�K\-
pothesis in Meno�>5RELQVRQ�����@��3KLORVRSK\�DV�ȝİĲĮȟȪ�UHVROYHV�WKDW�

16 )RU�WKH�QHHG�WR�LQFOXGH�MXVWLFH�DPRQJ�WKH�ıȪȝʌĮȞĲĮ�ਘ�Ĳઁ�ʌȡĲȠȞ�ĳĮȝİȞ�ਕȖĮș�
İੇȞĮȚ��VHH�Euthd. 279b4-c1.



3ඁංඅඈඌඈඉඁඒ��:ංඌൽඈආ�ൺඇൽ�+ൺඉඉංඇൾඌඌ�

393

WHQVLRQ�E\�PDNLQJ�ERWK�ıȠĳȓĮ�DQG�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�LWV�QHFHVVDULO\�FR�HTXDO�FRQ-
VWLWXHQWV��3XUJLQJ�RQHVHOI�RI�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�LV�D�JUHDWHU�HYLO�WKDQ�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�LWVHOI��
DQG�LW�ZDV�+HJHO��QRW�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV��ZKR�VHULRXVO\�FODLPHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
WLPH�IRU�SKLORVRSK\�WR�FHDVH�EHLQJ�WKH�ORYH�RI�ZLVGRP��(YHU\�6RFUDWLF�
SKLORVRSKHU�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�GRXEW�WKDW�ıȠĳȓĮ�LV�WKH�RQO\�JRRG�
HYHQ�EHIRUH�UHDFKLQJ�3ODWR¶V�Republic��%XW�MXVW�LQ�FDVH�ZH�GRQ¶W��WKHUH�
ZH�ZLOO�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKH�,GHD�RI�WKH�*RRG��QRW�ZLVGRP�RU�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��
is the only�JRRG��)RU�WKDW�GLVFRYHU\��3ODWR�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�SUHSDULQJ�XV��
VLQFH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�NLQG�RI�SKLORVRSK\�WKDW�VLWXDWHV�LWVHOI�EHWZHHQ�ıȠĳȓĮ�
DQG�ਕȝĮșȓĮ��ZH¶OO�QHYHU�FDWFK�VLJKW�RI�LW��$IWHU�DOO��DV�6RFUDWHV�WULHV�WR�
WHDFK�$OFLELDGHV�DW� WKH� VWDUW� �Alc.�����H����ZKR�ZRXOG�HYHU�ERWKHU� WR�
VHDUFK�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�DOUHDG\�WKLQN�WKH\�NQRZ"
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