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7ൺൻඅൾ�ඈൿ�&ඈඇඍൾඇඍඌ� 1. Prolegomena; 2. The City of Clones; 3. So-
phronòpolis�����'DUOLQJ��,¶P�D�QLJKWPDUH�GUHVVHG�OLNH�D�GD\GUHDP�>«@��
5. Is Charmides happy?

1. Prolegomena

TKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�KDSSLQHVV��eudaimonìa��LV�QRW�UDLVHG�XQWLO�UHODWLYH-
O\�ODWH�LQ�3ODWR¶V�Charmides��:KLOH�H[DPLQLQJ�&ULWLDV¶�ODWHVW�GH¿-

nition of sophrosýne� DV� D� VHFRQG�RUGHU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
LJQRUDQFH�����E�F��6RFUDWHV�ZRQGHUV�ZKHWKHU�VXFK�D�NQRZOHGJH�LV�SRV-
VLEOH� DQG�RU� EHQH¿FLDO� WR� VRFLHW\��7R� WKLV� HQG�KH�PHQWLRQV� KLV� GUHDP�
RI�D�XWRSLDQ�VRFLHW\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�UXOHUV�RI�WKH�FLW\�DUH�WKH�WUXH�H[SHUWV�
LQ�WKHLU�¿HOG�����D�G���'HOLEHUDWLRQV�DOZD\V�UHVXOW�LQ�FRUUHFW�GHFLVLRQV��
leading to policies perfectly designed and impeccably implemented: er-
URU�LV��LQ�WKH�PRVW�WDQJLEOH�WHUPV��VLPSO\�QRW�DQ�RSWLRQ��<HW�6RFUDWHV�LV�
QRW�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�WKRVH�FLWL]HQV�ZRXOG�OLYH�D�WUXO\�KDSS\�OLIH�����G������
,Q�IDFW��LQ�WKH�HQVXLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�KH�GLVVRFLDWHV�NQRZOHGJH�IURP�KDSSL-
QHVV��WR�&ULWLDV¶�DPD]HPHQW�DQG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�����H��1

7KH�SUHVHQW�SDSHU�H[DPLQHV�WKH�ZD\�3ODWR�ERWK�SUREOHPDWL]HV�DQG�
UHKDELOLWDWHV�WKH�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�epistème and eudaimonìa 
in the utopian narratives of the Charmides��$�VKRUW�FRPPHQW�ZLOO�DOVR�
EH�PDGH�RQ�ZKDW�LV�RQH�WR�PDNH�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�FRQFOXGLQJ�XQHTXLYRFDO�
causal association of sophrosýne�ZLWK�eudaimonìa ����D�����

1 2Q� 3ODWR¶V�Charmides� VHH�� /DPSHUW� ������ ��������� 7XR]]R� ������ 7VRXQD� ������
0RRUH�	�5D\PRQG�������7KH�ODWWHU�ZRUN�LV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�DOO�P\�WUDQVODWHG�SDVVDJHV�
from the Charmides.
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2. The City of Clones

:KHQ�6RFUDWHV�H[SUHVVHV�VHULRXV�GRXEWV�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�DEVROXWH�NQRZO-
HGJH�LV�VX൶FLHQW�IRU�DEVROXWH�KDSSLQHVV��KH�GRHV�VR�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�
LQKDELWDQWV�RI�D�VRFLHW\�LQ�ZKLFK�HSLVWHPRORJLFDO�IDLOXUH�LV�D�SUDFWLFDO�
impossibility in every aspect of private and public life. In fact, this is 
the third time in the dialogue that Socrates constructs a utopian city so 
WKDW�KH�PD\�JLYH�KLV�DUJXPHQW�D�JUDSKLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�XWRSLD�
����H����D��SRSV�XS�GXULQJ�WKH�UHIXWDWLRQ�RI�&KDUPLGHV¶�WKLUG�GH¿QLWLRQ�
of sophrosýne�DV�GRLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�WKLQJV��Ĳઁ�Ĳ�ਦĮȣĲȠ૨�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�����E����
In an ostensibly sophistic manner Socrates deliberately understands the 
SKUDVH� LQ� WKH�FRXQWHU�LQWXLWLYH�VHQVH�RI�D�SXSLO¶V� OHDUQLQJ�WR�UHDG�DQG�
ZULWH�RQO\�KLV�RZQ�QDPH�RU�D�GRFWRU¶V�FXULQJ�QR�RQH�HOVH�EXW�KLPVHOI�
����G�H���+H�WKHQ�DVNV�&KDUPLGHV�WR�SDVV�MXGJHPHQW�RQ�D�pòlis�LQ�ZKLFK�
HYHU\�FLWL]HQ�LV�UHTXLUHG�E\�ODZ�WR�PDNH�HYHU\�LWHP�RI�KLV�RZQ�ZDUG-
UREH��VKRHV�LQFOXGHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�HYHU\�RWKHU�SHUVRQDO�LWHP�RI�KLV�

'R�\RX�WKLQN�D�FLW\�ZRXOG�EH�ZHOO�UXQ�XQGHU�WKLV�ODZ�WKDW�RUGHUV�
HDFK�SHUVRQ�WR�ZHDYH�DQG�ZDVK�KLV�RZQ�clothing��IDVKLRQ�KLV�RZQ�
sandals��PDNH�KLV�RZQ�RLO�ÀDVN�DQG�VWULJLO, and do everything 
else according to the same principle: that no one avails himself of 
other things, but each works on and does his own things"��įȠțİ�
ਙȞ�ıȠȚ�ʌȩȜȚȢ�İ�ȠੁțİıșĮȚ�ਫ਼ʌઁ�ĲȠȪĲȠȣ�ĲȠ૨�ȞȩȝȠȣ�ĲȠ૨�țİȜİȪȠȞĲȠȢ�
Ĳઁ�ਦĮȣĲȠ૨�ੂȝȐĲȚȠȞ�ਪțĮıĲȠȞ�ਫ਼ĳĮȓȞİȚȞ�țĮ�ʌȜȪȞİȚȞ��țĮ�ਫ਼ʌȠįȒȝĮĲĮ�
ıțȣĲȠĲȠȝİȞ��țĮ�ȜȒțȣșȠȞ�țĮ�ıĲȜİȖȖȓįĮ�țĮ�ĲਛȜȜĮ�ʌȐȞĲĮ�țĮĲ�
ĲઁȞ�ĮĲઁȞ�ȜȩȖȠȞ��ĲȞ�ȝȞ�ਕȜȜȠĲȡȓȦȞ�ȝ�ਚʌĲİıșĮȚ��Ĳ�į�ਦĮȣĲȠ૨�
ਪțĮıĲȠȞ�ਥȡȖȐȗİıșĮȓ�Ĳİ�țĮ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ����Chrm. 161e10-162a2, my 
LWDOLFV��

&KDUPLGHV� FDQQRW�EXW� FRQFHGH� WKDW� WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�GRLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�
cannot be related to sophrosýne since the latter is considered indispen-
VDEOH�IRU�D�ZHOO�JRYHUQHG�FLW\��DQG�6RFUDWHV¶�XWRSLD�SODLQO\�GRHV�QRW�¿W�
WKH�ELOO��7KH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODZ�RI�GR�LW�\RXUVHOI�UHVXOWV�LQ�LQGL-
YLGXDOV�ZKR�DUH�SHUIHFWO\�FDSDEOH�RI�SURYLGLQJ�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��DQG�WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV"�� GUDZLQJ� H[FOXVLYHO\� RQ� WKHLU� RZQ� UHVRXUFHV� DQG� SUDFWLFDO�
VNLOOV��7KH�FRQFRPLWDQW�SURKLELWLRQ�DJDLQVW�OD\LQJ�RQH¶V�KDQGV�RQ�VRPH-
RQH�HOVH¶V�SRVVHVVLRQV�JXDUDQWHHV�VRFLDO�SHDFH��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��KRXVH-
KROG�VHOI�VX൶FLHQF\�PHDQV�WKDW�SHRSOH�KDYH�QR�QHHG�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�
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ODFN�DQ\�PRWLYH�IRU�KXPDQ�FRQWDFW��,VRODWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��RU�IDPLOLHV"��
may lead lives of social insularity using rudimentary communication 
– if at all. Their life comes close to questioning the very notion of com-
munity any city is supposed to embody. As they practice identical crafts 
WKHUH� LV�DOVR�QR� URRP�IRU�SHUVRQDO�GL൵HUHQWLDWLRQ��3URYRFDWLYHO\�� WKH\�
DOO�ORRN�OLNH�UHSOLFDV�RI�WKH�3ODWRQLF�+LSSLDV�ZKR�RQFH�KDG�DSSHDUHG�LQ�
2O\PSLD�ZKLOH�KDYLQJ�PDGH�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�KDQGV�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�KDG�RQ�
KLV�ERG\��Hp. Mi�����E������,Q�D�YHU\�UHDO�VHQVH��WKHQ��WKHLU�XWRSLD�PD\�
MXVWL¿DEO\�EH�FDOOHG�WKH�City of �+LSSLDV¶� Clones.

,Q�WHUPV�RI�LQWUD�WH[WXDOLW\��H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�Hippias Minor, this uto-
SLD�RI�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�LQGLYLGXDOV�LV�PRVWO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�Republic. The 
ODZ�RI�µGRLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ¶��EHDULQJ�QRZ�WKH�QHZO\�FRLQHG�QDPH�RI�oikeio-
praghìa ����F����LV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�SULQFLSOH�ERWK�LQ�WKH�City of Pigs and 
the Kallìpolis. In a reversal of the situation in the Charmides��KRZHYHU��
KHUH�WKLV�YHU\�VDPH�ODZ�UHVXOWV�LQ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�KDUPRQLRXV�VRFLHW\�
DQG�WKH�VROLGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�FRPPXQDO�VSLULW��)RU�LQ�WKH�Republic the prin-
FLSOH�LPSOHPHQWHG�PHDQV�WKDW�HDFK�PDQ�SHUIRUPV�D�VLQJOH�WDVN�����E���
DQG�H[FKDQJHV�WKH�VXUSOXV�RI�KLV�SURGXFWLRQ�IRU�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�JRRGV�KH�
needs but cannot himself produce. At the very beginning of his con-
VWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�MXVW�FLW\��6RFUDWHV�JLYHV�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�
VRFLHWLHV�DORQJ�WKHVH�OLQHV��JLYHQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�RQ�
WKHLU�RZQ�WKH\�GHFLGH�WR�OLYH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�HQWHU�LQWR�D�µJLYH�DQG�WDNH¶�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�VR�WKDW�WKHLU�QHHGV�PD\�EH�FRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�
EHVW�SRVVLEOH�ZD\�����E�F���7KHVH� WZR�HOHPHQWV��QDPHO\� WKH�SUDFWLFDO�
LPSRVVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�PDQ�DQG�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�VKDULQJ�DQG�
H[FKDQJLQJ�JRRGV��ORRN�OLNH�D�FRUUHFWLYH�FRPPHQW�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�XWRSLD�RI�
the Charmides�WKHUHE\�JLYLQJ�WKH�OLH�WR�ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�VD\V�LQ�WKH�City 
of Clones.

7KH�ODWWHU�PD\�WKHQ�EH�UHDG�DV�6RFUDWHV¶�GHOLEHUDWH�DWWHPSW�DW�GLV-
FUHGLWLQJ�DQ\�VLPSOLVWLF�DFFHSWDQFH�RU�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�µGRLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ¶�DV�
D�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�sophrosýne by pointing out that it is its opaque formula-
WLRQ�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�OLDEOH�WR�PLVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��7R�PDNH�KLV�SRLQW��KH�WDNHV�
DQ�DEVXUGO\�OLWHUDO�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�DQG�WXUQV�LW�LQWR�D�FLW\��DQ�
impracticable conglomerate of human atoms, displaying an unrealistic 
OHYHO�RI�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�LVRODWLRQLVP��+HUH�6RFUDWHV�WDNHV�D�OHDI�RXW�RI�D�
ULGGOH�FRQWHVWDQW¶V�ERRN��&KDUPLGHV�KDV�FRQIURQWHG�KLP�ZLWK�D�ULGGOH�
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�ĮੁȞȓȖȝĮĲȚ�ȖȐȡ�ĲȚȞȚ�ȠȚțİȞ�����F���FI�����D�����WKHUHIRUH�6RFUDWHV�FRXQ-
WHU�DWWDFNV�ZLWK�DQ�adýnaton�SX]]OH�RI�KLV�RZQ��1R�ZRQGHU�&KDUPLGHV�
¿QGV�VXFK�D�pòlis dysfunctional, if not essentially dystopic.2

3. Sophronòpolis

The City of Clones has no room for the question of the distribution of 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�DPRQJ�LWV�SRSXODFH�±�ZLWK�WKH�SRVVLEOH�H[FHS-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�SURGXFWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�RI�ZHDYLQJ��VKRHPDNLQJ��
SRWWHU\��DQG�VPLWKHU\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�GLVSOD\��&RQWUDULZLVH��6RFUDWHV¶�
VHFRQG�XWRSLD�LV�DOO�DERXW�WKH�JUHDW�EHQH¿WV�HQMR\HG�E\�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�D�
pòlis ruled by infallible leaders, possessors of sophrosýne��ZKR�ZRXOG�
NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�±�ZLWK�KDSSLQHVV�DV�WKH�
JUHDWHVW�RI�EHQH¿WV�����G�����

:H�ZRXOG�OLYH�RXU�OLYHV�free from error��ERWK�ZH�RXUVHOYHV��WKH�
RQHV�ZKR�KDG�GLVFLSOLQH��DQG�DQ\RQH�XQGHU�RXU�UXOH��:H�ZRXOG�
QHYHU�DWWHPSW�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�GR��ZH�
ZRXOG�LQVWHDG�¿QG�WKRVH�ZKR�GLG�NQRZ�DQG�KDQG�WKH�WDVN�RYHU�
WR�WKHP��$QG�DV�IRU�WKRVH�XQGHU�RXU�UXOH��ZH�ZRXOGQ¶W�HQWUXVW�WR�
WKHP�DQ\�WDVNV�EXW�WKH�RQHV�WKH\�ZRXOG�GR�FRUUHFWO\�±�WKH�WDVNV�
IRU�ZKLFK� WKH\�SRVVHVVHG� WKH� UHOHYDQW�NQRZOHGJH�� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\��
WKDQNV�WR�GLVFLSOLQH��D�KRXVHKROG�ZRXOG�EH�DGPLUDEO\�UXQ��D�FLW\�
ZHOO�JRYHUQHG��DQG�VR�WRR�everything else�WKDW�ZDV�XQGHU�WKH�UXOH�
of discipline. With error uprooted and correctness in command, 
SHRSOH�LQ�WKDW�VLWXDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�ERXQG�to succeed in everything 
WKH\�GLG��DQG�those who succeed are happy��ਕȞĮȝȐȡĲȘĲȠȚ�Ȗȡ�
ਗȞ�ĲઁȞ�ȕȓȠȞ�įȚİȗȝİȞ�ĮĲȠȓ�Ĳİ�>țĮ@�Ƞੂ�ĲȞ�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘȞ�ȤȠȞĲİȢ�
țĮ�Ƞੂ�ਙȜȜȠȚ�ʌȐȞĲİȢ�ıȠȚ�ਫ਼ĳ¶�ਲȝȞ�ਵȡȤȠȞĲȠ��ȠĲİ�Ȗȡ�ਗȞ�ĮĲȠ�
ਥʌİȤİȚȡȠ૨ȝİȞ� ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ� ਘ� ȝ� ਥʌȚıĲȐȝİșĮ�� ਕȜȜ¶� ਥȟİȣȡȓıțȠȞĲİȢ�
ĲȠઃȢ� ਥʌȚıĲĮȝȑȞȠȣȢ� ਥțİȓȞȠȚȢ�ਗȞ�ʌĮȡİįȓįȠȝİȞ�� ȠĲİ� ĲȠȢ�ਙȜȜȠȚȢ�

2 2Q�DQFLHQW�ULGGOHV�VHH��.RQVWDQWDNRV������DQG�������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP�WKH�adýna-
ton�SX]]OH�©PD\�EH�DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�VRSKLVP��D�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�DQ�XQQDWXUDO�SKHQRP-
HQRQ��ZKLFK�WKH�SURSRXQGHU�FDOOV�WKH�DGGUHVVHH�WR�DQVZHU�IRU�RU�FRPPHQW�RQª��.RQ-
VWDQWDNRV�������������7KLV�FRXOG�EH�D�¿WWLQJ�GHVFULSWLRQ�IRU�6RFUDWHV¶�¿UVW�XWRSLD��7KH�
PRVW�UHFHQW�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�&LW\�RI�3LJV�LV�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ��8VKHU���������������&I��
DOVR�%DODVRSRXORV�������5RZH������
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ਥʌİĲȡȑʌȠȝİȞ�� ੰȞ� ਵȡȤȠȝİȞ�� ਙȜȜȠ� ĲȚ� ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ� ਲ਼� ĲȚ� ʌȡȐĲĲȠȞĲİȢ�
ੑȡșȢ�ȝİȜȜİȞ�ʌȡȐȟİȚȞ�±�ĲȠ૨ĲȠ�į¶�Ȟ�ਙȞ��Ƞ�ਥʌȚıĲȒȝȘȞ�İੇȤȠȞ�±�
țĮ�ȠĲȦ�į�ਫ਼ʌઁ�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘȢ�ȠੁțȓĮ�Ĳİ�ȠੁțȠȣȝȑȞȘ�ȝİȜȜİȞ�țĮȜȢ�
ȠੁțİıșĮȚ��ʌȩȜȚȢ�Ĳİ�ʌȠȜȚĲİȣȠȝȑȞȘ��țĮ�ਙȜȜȠ�ʌ઼Ȟ�Ƞ�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ�
ਙȡȤȠȚÚ� ਖȝĮȡĲȓĮȢ� Ȗȡ� ਥȟૉȡȘȝȑȞȘȢ�� ੑȡșȩĲȘĲȠȢ� į� ਲȖȠȣȝȑȞȘȢ��
ਥȞ� ʌȐıૉ� ʌȡȐȟİȚ� țĮȜȢ� țĮ� İ� ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ� ਕȞĮȖțĮȠȞ� ĲȠઃȢ� ȠĲȦ�
įȚĮțİȚȝȑȞȠȣȢ��ĲȠઃȢ�į�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲȠȞĲĮȢ�İįĮȓȝȠȞĮȢ�İੇȞĮȚ� �Chrm. 
���G�����D���P\�LWDOLFV��

6RFUDWHV�DGGUHVVHV�WKLV�QDUUDWLYH�WR�&ULWLDV��&KDUPLGHV¶�ROGHU�FRXVLQ�DQG�
JXDUGLDQ��&ULWLDV�KDV�HQWHUHG�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DIWHU�&KDUPLGHV¶�HSLF�IDLOXUH�
to defend his thesis that sophrosýne�LV�WR�GR�RQH¶V�RZQ�WKLQJV��'HIHQGLQJ�
D�GH¿QLWLRQ�KH�KLPVHOI�KDG�DXWKRUHG�����F������&ULWLDV�DUJXHV�VXFFHVVLYH-
ly that sophrosýne� LV�WKH�GRLQJ�RI�JRRG�WKLQJV�����H�������DQG�WKH�VHF-
RQG�RUGHU�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�NQRZV�ERWK�LWVHOI�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�NQRZO-
HGJH�����H�����±�RU��DV�ODWHU�UHSKUDVHG�E\�6RFUDWHV��WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�ERWK�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LJQRUDQFH�����E������7KH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�D�FLW\�UXOHG�E\�WKH�
H[SHUWV�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�WKH�elenchus of this latest formulation – one that 
XOWLPDWHO\�JRHV�EDFN�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�&ULWLDV¶�DQG�&KDUPLGHV¶�GH¿QLWLRQ��
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�FLW\�RI�sòphrones responds to the same philosophical 
conundrum as the City of Clones, only it does so indirectly.

%XW�WKLV�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�VLPLODULWLHV�RI�WKHVH�WZR�QDUUDWLYHV�FRPH�WR�D�
halt. The Sophronòpolis is an actual pòlis featuring the standard polar-
LW\�LQ�DQFLHQW�*UHHN�SROLWLFV�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKHWKHU�RQH�H[HUFLVHV�SROLW-
LFDO�SRZHU�RU�QRW��%\�PHDQV�RI�SRVVHVVLQJ�WKH�DEVROXWH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
HYHU\WKLQJ�NQRZDEOH� DQG�XQNQRZDEOH�� WKH� UXOHUV� VHH� WKDW� WKH� SULQFL-
SOH�RI�µGRLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ¶��SURSHUO\�XQGHUVWRRG��LV�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�HYHU\�
aspect of both private and public life. The sophrosýne administration 
JXDUDQWHHV�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOH�VWDWH�RI�D൵DLUV�IRU�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�KRXVH-
KROG��WKH�FLW\�DV�D�ZKROH��HYHQ�WKH�KXPDQ�VRXO�±�SRVVLEO\�WR�EH�XQGHU-
VWRRG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�UHIHUHQWV�RI�WKH�YDJXH�ਙȜȜȠ�ʌ઼Ȟ�����H���

8QOLNH�WKH�G\VWRSLDQ�City of Clones, the Sophronòpolis is evidently 
D�HXWRSLD�IRU�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�UHDVRQV���a��its citizens do not make mistakes 
�ਕȞĮȝȐȡĲȘĲȠȚ�� ���G���� WKH\�DOZD\V�JLYH� WKH� FRUUHFW� DQVZHUV��PDNH� WKH�
ULJKW�GHFLVLRQV��H[HFXWH�ÀDZOHVVO\�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�SODQ��6LPLODUO\�� WKH\�
GLVSOD\�DQ�LPSHFFDEO\�PRUDO�FRQGXFW��VLQFH�WKH\�DOZD\V�PDNH�+HUDFOHV¶�
FKRLFH� ZKHQ� EHLQJ� FRQIURQWHG� ZLWK� HWKLFDO� GLOHPPDV�� 9LFH� VHHPV� WR�
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KDYH�EHHQ�H[FLVHG�IURP�WKHLU�FLW\�DORQJVLGH�HUURU��ਖȝĮȡĲȓĮȢ�ਥȟૉȡȘȝȑȞȘȢ��
���D���� �b�� its leaders do not overstep their authority. The sophrosýne 
LPSHUDWLYH�PHDQV�WKDW�WKHUH�PD\�EH�RQO\�RQH�H[SHUW�IRU�HYHU\�FRQFHLYDEOH�
REMHFW�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�WKDW�QR�RQH�HOVH�VKRXOG�LQWHUIHUH�ZLWK�KLP�LQ�KLV�
¿HOG�RI�H[SHUWLVH��7KLV�DSSOLHV�WR�WKH�sòphrones�WKHPVHOYHV��ZKRVH�WDVN�
LV�WR�UXOH�WKH�FLW\�E\�WHOOLQJ�WKH�H[SHUWV�ZKDW�WR�GR��QRW�KRZ�WR�GR�LW��6LQFH�
WKH�PDMRULW\��RU�LV�LW�WKH�WRWDOLW\"��RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�FRQVLVWV�LQ�H[SHUWV�RI�
VRPH�NLQG��WKH�SROLWLFDO�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�UXOHUV�LV�PRUH�D�PDWWHU�RI�GLVWUL-
EXWLRQ�RI�H[SHUWLVH�WKDQ�D�ZLOO�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKH�LQIHULRU�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�SRSX-
ODFH��,Q�D�FLW\�RI�H[SHUWV��JRYHUQHG�E\�WKH�H[SHUWV¶�H[SHUWV�DV�primi inter 
pares��VRFLDO�SHDFH�¿QGV�LWV�QDWXUDO�KDELWDW���c��everybody experiences the 
absolute happiness��'XH�WR�WKHLU�H[FHOOHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�VSHFLDOW\�WKH�FLWL]HQV�
VXFFHHG�LQ�HYHU\�DFWLYLW\�WKH\�HQJDJH�LQ��WKH\�DUH�DOZD\V�©GRLQJ�ZHOOª�
�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲİȚȞ�����D����,Q�DQFLHQW�*UHHN�WKLV�H[SUHVVLRQ�PHDQV�µ,�DP�KDSS\¶�
– mostly because I am successful. In the Sophronòpolis epistemocracy 
leads to eudaimonìa; and eudaimonìa LV�WKH�KDOOPDUN�RI�HXWRSLD�

6RFUDWHV¶�VHFRQG�XWRSLD�UDLVHV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�Charmides 
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�
DQG�DQVZHUV�LW�LQ�WKH�D൶UPDWLYH��7KH�VHFRQG�RUGHU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LJ-
QRUDQFH�ZLHOGHG�E\� WKH�sòphrones� LV� WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�DOO�FLWL]HQV� OHDG�
D�VXFFHVVIXO�DQG��WKHUHIRUH��D�WUXO\�KDSS\�OLIH��ĲȠઃȢ�į�İ�ʌȡȐĲĲȠȞĲĮȢ�
İįĮȓȝȠȞĮȢ�İੇȞĮȚ�����D����$QG�\HW�WKLV�FLW\�ZRXOG�UHPDLQ�IRUHYHU�D�UHDO�
�R�X�WRSLD��D�SLHFH�RI�ZLVKIXO�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�FDQQRW�EH�SXW�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��
7KLV�JUHDW�HXWRSLDQ�QDUUDWLYH�ZDV�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�D�ZKDW�LI�VFHQDU-
io: had Critias been right about the nature and attributes of sophrosýne, 
the sòphrones�ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� H[WUHPHO\� SULYLOHJHG� �ȝİȖĮȜȦıĲ� ਗȞ�
ਲȝȞ��ĳĮȝȑȞ��੩ĳȑȜȚȝȠȞ�Ȟ�ıȫĳȡȠıȚȞ�İੇȞĮȚ�����G������%XW��WR�WKHLU�GLV-
appointment, Socrates and Critias have failed in identifying that type 
RI�RPQLVFLHQW�VXSHU�NQRZOHGJH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�WKH�ELUWK�RI�Sophronòpolis 
�ȡઽȢ�ĲȚ�ȠįĮȝȠ૨�ਥʌȚıĲȒȝȘ�ȠįİȝȓĮ�ĲȠȚĮȪĲȘ�ȠıĮ�ʌȑĳĮȞĲĮȚ�����D������
7KHLU�DUJXPHQW�KDV�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKH�EHVW�D�sòphron may hope for is that 
KH�ZLOO�EH�D�EHWWHU�VWXGHQW�DQG�WHDFKHU�WKDQ�RWKHUV�LQ�DQ\�HSLVWHPRORJL-
FDO�¿HOG��7KLV�LV��LQGHHG��D�IDU�FU\�IURP�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUVKLS�
in the best society ever.3

3 7KH�QRWLRQ�RI�XWRSLD��ERWK�LQ�WKRXJKW�DQG�OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�LWV�GH¿QLWLRQDO�WD[RQRP\�LV�
succinctly discussed by Vieira 2010. On ancient utopians in general see Dubois 2006; 
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���'DUOLQJ��,¶P�D�QLJKWPDUH�GUHVVHG�OLNH�D�GD\GUHDP�>«@

,Q�YLHZ�RI�KLV�FRQIHVVLRQ�WKDW�&ULWLDV¶�VXSHU�NQRZOHGJH�LV�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�D�
FKLPHULFDO�YLVLRQ��3ODWR¶V�DXGLHQFH�PD\�UHDVRQDEO\�WKLQN�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�KDV�
QR�UHDVRQ�WR�SURGXFH�FLWLHV�LQ�ZRUGV�DQ\PRUH��7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�WKRXJK��
$�IHZ�PRPHQWV�ODWHU��DJDLQVW�DOO�H[SHFWDWLRQV��KH�UHWXUQV�WR�Sophronòpolis 
SURGXFLQJ�DQ�HQKDQFHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�FLW\�RI�H[SHUWV��DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�VDPH�
LVVXH��LI�&ULWLDV¶�ODWHVW�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�sophrosýne is the right one, one is enti-
WOHG�WR�DVN�KRZ�WKLV�YLUWXH�EHQH¿WV�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�LW�����F��G����7KH�QHZ�
XWRSLDQ�QDUUDWLYH�����D��G���PD\�EH�GLYLGHG�LQWR�¿YH�VHFWLRQV���a��LQWURGXF-
WRU\�UHPDUN���b-d��PDLQ�SDUW��DQG��e��FRQFOXGLQJ�UHPDUNV�

$UJXDEO\�WKH�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI�D�XWRSLDQ�QDUUDWLYH�QRW�ODFN-
LQJ�LQ�VXUSULVHV�LV�LWV�RQHLULF�WH[WXDO�LGHQWLW\��7KLV�LV�WKH�RSHQLQJ�VHQ-
tence of the section:

�a�� ©7KHQ� OLVWHQ� WR� P\� GUHDPª�� ,� >6RFUDWHV@� VDLG�� ©ZKHWKHU� LW�
KDV�FRPH�WKURXJK�KRUQ�RU�WKURXJK�LYRU\ª��ਡțȠȣİ�įȒ��ĳȘȞ��Ĳઁ�
ਥȝઁȞ�ȞĮȡ��İĲİ�įȚ�țİȡȐĲȦȞ�İĲİ�įȚ¶�ਥȜȑĳĮȞĲȠȢ�ਥȜȒȜȣșİȞ��Chrm. 
���D�����

7KLV�VHQWHQFH�LV�D�PDMHVWLF�LQWHUWH[WXDO�UHIHUHQFH�WR�Odyssey, XIX, vv. 
���������3HQHORSH�KDV�MXVW�UHFRXQWHG�WR�2G\VVHXV�D�GUHDP�VKH�KDG�KDG�
ODVW�QLJKW�DERXW�D�JURXS�RI�JHHVH�NLOOHG�E\�DQ�HDJOH��6KH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
WKLQN�WKDW�WKLV�LV�D�JRRG�RPHQ�DQG�2G\VVHXV�ZLOO�¿QDOO\�UHWXUQ�KRPH�
DQG�NLOO�WKH�VXLWRUV��%XW�VKH�KDV�QR�ZD\�WR�WHOO�ZKHWKHU�KHU�GUHDP�SDVVHG�
through the gate made of horn, the origin of truthful, prophetic dreams, 
or the one made of ivory, the origin of deceptive dreams.

3ODWR�WDNHV�IXOO�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�LURQ\�DQG�SRO\VHP\�RI�WKH�+RPHU-
LF�SDVVDJH�VR�WKDW�D�KRUL]RQ�RI�LQGHWHUPLQDF\�PD\�KRYHU�RYHU�KLV�RZQ�
QDUUDWLYH��7DNHQ�DW�IDFH�YDOXH��WKH�DQDORJ\�LPSOLHV�WKDW�WKH�VRRQ�WR�EH�
QDUUDWHG�XWRSLD�LV�WKH�GUHDP��6RFUDWHV�LV�3HQHORSH�DQG�&ULWLDV�LV�2G\V-
VHXV�ZKR�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�IXO¿O�LW��6LJQL¿FDQWO\��3ODWR¶V�WH[W�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�
6RFUDWHV�H[SHULHQFHV�D�OXFLG��WKDW�LV�D�ZDNLQJ�GUHDP��ȞĮȡ���QRW�D�YLVLRQ�
�ʌĮȡ���DV�KH�VHHV�LQ�IURQW�RI�KLV�H\HV��țĮ�ਙȡĲȚ�ਕʌȠȕȜȑȥĮȢ�����H���WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FLW\�

ZKLOH�9HJHWWL������FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�XWRSLDQ�FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�3ODWRQLF�Kallìpolis.
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7KH� HYHQWV� IROORZLQJ� $WKHQV¶� GHIHDW� LQ� WKH� 3HORSRQQHVLDQ� :DU��
though, may suggest an additional layer of interpretation. The ideal so-
FLHW\�RI�WKH�H[SHUWV�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�&ULWLDV¶�GUHDP�DQG�KH�
possibly intended to put it into practice as soon as he joined the Thirty. 
,Q� YLHZ�RI�&ULWLDV¶� DQG�&KDUPLGHV¶� GHIHDW� DQG� GHDWK� DW� WKH�%DWWOH� RI�
0XQLFKLD�LQ�����%�&���WKH�GUHDP�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�QLJKWPDUH��,Q�WKLV�FDVH��
6RFUDWHV��HVVHQWLDOO\�D�3ODWRQLF�DYDWDU�RI�2G\VVHXV�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�UH-
VSHFWV�>0RRUH�	�5D\PRQG���������@��H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�H\HV�ZLGH�RSHQ�
�QRW�VKXW��WKH�GUHDP�QLJKWPDUH�RI�&ULWLDV�3HQHORSH�4

7KH�PDLQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�UXQV�DV�IROORZV�

�b��)RU� LI�GLVFLSOLQH� UHDOO\�ZHUH� WR� UXOH�RYHU�XV��DQG� LW�ZHUH�DV�
ZH¶YH�MXVW�GH¿QHG�LW��ZRXOGQ¶W�HYHU\WKLQJ�KDYH�WR�EH�GRQH�LQ�DF-
FRUGDQFH�ZLWK�NQRZOHGJH��DQG�QR�RQH�ZKR�FODLPHG�WR�EH�D�VKLS¶V�
FDSWDLQ�EXW�ZDVQ¶W�would deceive us, and no doctor or general or 
DQ\RQH�HOVH�ZRXOG�JHW�DZD\�with pretending�WR�NQRZ�VRPHWKLQJ�
KH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ"��İੁ�Ȗȡ�ĲȚ�ȝȐȜȚıĲĮ�ਲȝȞ�ਙȡȤȠȚ�ਲ�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ��
ȠıĮ� ȠĮȞ� Ȟ૨Ȟ� ȡȚȗȩȝİșĮ�� ਙȜȜȠ� ĲȚ� țĮĲ� ĲȢ� ਥʌȚıĲȒȝĮȢ� ʌȐȞĲ¶�
ਗȞ� ʌȡȐĲĲȠȚĲȠ�� țĮ� ȠĲİ� ĲȚȢ� țȣȕİȡȞȒĲȘȢ� ĳȐıțȦȞ� İੇȞĮȚ�� ੫Ȟ� į�
Ƞ��ਥȟĮʌĮĲ�ਗȞ�ਲȝ઼Ȣ��ȠĲİ�ੁĮĲȡઁȢ�ȠĲİ�ıĲȡĮĲȘȖઁȢ�ȠĲ¶�ਙȜȜȠȢ�
ȠįİȓȢ�� ʌȡȠıʌȠȚȠȪȝİȞȩȢ� ĲȚ� İੁįȑȞĮȚ� � ȝ� ȠੇįİȞ�� ȜĮȞșȐȞȠȚ� ਙȞ���
�Chrm.����D��E���P\�LWDOLFV��
 
�c��,I�WKDW�ZHUH�WKH�FDVH��ZRXOGQ¶W�WKH�UHVXOW�KDYH�WR�EH�WKDW�ZH¶G�
KDYH�KHDOWKLHU� ERGLHV� WKDQ�ZH�GR�QRZ�� DQG�ZKHQ� LQ�GDQJHU� DW�
VHD�RU�EDWWOH��ZH¶G�EH�NHSW�VDIH��DQG�our tools, all our clothing 
and footwear�� DQG� DOO� RXU� EHORQJLQJV�ZRXOG� EH� VNLOOIXOO\� SUR-
GXFHG�� DV�ZRXOG� VR�PXFK� HOVH�� VHHLQJ� WKDW�ZH¶G�EH� HPSOR\LQJ�
JHQXLQH�FUDIWVPHQ"��ਥț�į�ĲȠȪĲȦȞ�ȠĲȦȢ�ਥȤȩȞĲȦȞ�ਙȜȜȠ�ਗȞ�ਲȝȞ�
ĲȚ�ıȣȝȕĮȓȞȠȚ�ਲ਼�ਫ਼ȖȚȑıȚȞ�Ĳİ�Ĳ�ıȫȝĮĲĮ�İੇȞĮȚ�ȝ઼ȜȜȠȞ�ਲ਼�Ȟ૨Ȟ��țĮ�ਥȞ�
șĮȜȐĲĲૉ�țȚȞįȣȞİȪȠȞĲĮȢ�țĮ�ਥȞ�ʌȠȜȑȝ�ıȗİıșĮȚ��țĮ�Ĳ�ıțİȪȘ�
țĮ�ĲȞ�ਕȝʌİȤȩȞȘȞ�țĮ�ਫ਼ʌȩįİıȚȞ�ʌ઼ıĮȞ�țĮ�Ĳ�ȤȡȒȝĮĲĮ�ʌȐȞĲĮ�
ĲİȤȞȚțȢ�ਲȝȞ�İੁȡȖĮıȝȑȞĮ�İੇȞĮȚ�țĮ�ਙȜȜĮ�ʌȠȜȜ�įȚ�Ĳઁ�ਕȜȘșȚȞȠȢ�
įȘȝȚȠȣȡȖȠȢ�ȤȡોıșĮȚ����Chrm�����E��F���P\�LWDOLFV��

4 2Q�WKH�+RPHULF�SDVVDJH�DQG�&ULWLDV¶�UROH�LQ�WKH�Charmides�VHH�&DWDOLQ�������.RW-
ZLFN�������DQG�'DQ]LJ������UHVSHFWLYHO\��&DSLWDQL������R൵HUV�D�XVHIXO�RYHUYLHZ�RI�
WKH�GUHDPV�LQ�WKH�3ODWRQLF�GLDORJXHV�
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�d��$QG�LI�\RX�OLNH��OHW¶V�DOVR�DFFHSW�WKDW�divination�LV�WKH�NQRZO-
HGJH�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��DQG�WKDW�GLVFLSOLQH��SUHVLGLQJ�RYHU�LW��WXUQV�DZD\�
FKDUODWDQV�DQG�DSSRLQWV�JHQXLQH�VHHUV�DV�RXU�SURSKHWV�RI�ZKDW¶V�
WR�FRPH��İੁ�į�ȕȠȪȜȠȚȩ�Ȗİ��țĮ�ĲȞ�ȝĮȞĲȚțȞ�İੇȞĮȚ�ıȣȖȤȦȡȒıȦȝİȞ�
ਥʌȚıĲȒȝȘȞ�ĲȠ૨�ȝȑȜȜȠȞĲȠȢ�ıİıșĮȚ��țĮ�ĲȞ�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘȞ�ĮĲોȢ�
ਥʌȚıĲĮĲȠ૨ıĮȞ�� ĲȠઃȢ� ȝȞ� ਕȜĮȗȩȞĮȢ� ਕʌȠĲȡȑʌİȚȞ�� ĲȠ૨Ȣ� į� ੪Ȣ�
ਕȜȘșȢ� ȝȐȞĲİȚȢ� țĮșȚıĲȐȞĮȚ� ਲȝȞ� ʌȡȠĳȒĲĮȢ� ĲȞ� ȝİȜȜȩȞĲȦȞ�
�Chrm�����F�����P\�LWDOLFV��

6RFUDWHV¶�WKLUG�XWRSLD��Sophronòpolis Reloaded, shares the same prem-
LVH�ZLWK� LWV� HDUOLHU� FRXQWHUSDUW�� WKH� sòphrones rule due to their pos-
VHVVLQJ�WKH�VXSHULRU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LJQRUDQFH�±�EXW�LW�LV�
more detailed in its description. The narrative displays more realistic 
IHDWXUHV�DQG�LV�EURXJKW�FORVHU�WR�WKH�LQWHUORFXWRUV¶�H[SHULHQFH��7R�EHJLQ�
ZLWK�� WKUHH� W\SHV�RI�H[SHUWV�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�E\�QDPH��WKH�FDSWDLQ�� WKH�
GRFWRU��DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO���DOO�RI�ZKRP�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�IDPLOLDU�IDFHV�WR�
6RFUDWHV�IURP�KLV�WKUHH�\HDU�PLOLWDU\�VHUYLFH�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�*UHHFH��3DU-
WLFXODU�HPSKDVLV�LV�DOVR�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�GHWHFWLRQ�RI�GHFHSWLRQ��ਥȟĮʌĮĲ��
E���SHUIRUPHG�E\� WKRVH�ZKR� IDOVHO\�SUHWHQG� �ʌȡȠıʌȠȚȠȪȝİȞȠȢ��E��� WR�
NQRZ�QDYLJDWLRQ��PHGLFLQH��RU�JHQHUDOVKLS��7KLV�HPSKDVLV�SRLQWV�DOVR�
WR�D�WKLQO\�YHLOHG�VOHLJKW�RI�KDQG�RQ�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�SDUW��3ODWR¶V�DXGLHQFH�
PD\�UHFDOO�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�UHVRUWHG�WR�WKH�GHFHSWLRQ�RI�UROH�SOD\LQJ�ZKHQ�
SUHWHQGLQJ� �ʌȡȠıʌȠȚȒıĮıșĮȚ�� ���E��� WR� NQRZ� D� FXUH� IRU�&KDUPLGHV¶�
headache.

$QRWKHU�QHZ�HOHPHQW�LV�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�SRSXODFH�RI�WKH�WKLUG�
XWRSLD�ZLWK�PHQ�IURP�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�KLVWRULFDO�SUHVHQW��WKH�IRUPHU�HQMR\�
KHDOWKLHU�ERGLHV�DQG�IDU�IHZHU��RU��UDWKHU��]HUR"��FDVXDOWLHV�LQ�ERWK�ODQG�
DQG�QDYDO�ZDUIDUH��7KLV�LV�D�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�IDPLOLDU�SRHWLF�PRWLI�RI�WKH�
superiority of men from a bygone and/or golden age over those of today: 
RQH�PD\�EH�UHPLQGHG�RI�1HVWRU¶V�ERDVWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�IHDWV�RI�KLV�RZQ�
JHQHUDWLRQ�IDU�H[FHHGLQJ�WKH�RQHV�SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�ZDUULRUV�¿JKWLQJ�DW�
7UR\�RU�WKH�+HVLRGLF�P\WK�RI�WKH�UDFHV��0RUHRYHU��WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SURGXFWV�RI�WKH�VXSHULRU�FUDIWVPDQVKLS�LQ�WKH�XWRSLDQ�FLW\��WRROV��FORWK-
LQJ��IRRWZHDU��UHFDOOV�WKH�DOPRVW�LGHQWLFDO�OLVW�RI�LWHPV�PDGH�E\�HDFK�DQG�
HYHU\�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�PDQ�LQ�WKH�City of Clones�±�LWHPV�UHÀHFWLQJ�ZKDW�
&KDUPLGHV�ZDV�ZHDULQJ� �FORWK�� VKRHV�� RU� FDUULHG�ZLWK� KLP� �RLO�ÀDVN��
VWULJLO��LQ�WKH�ZUHVWOLQJ�VFKRRO�
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7KH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI� WKH�HQKDQFHG�OHYHO�RI� WKH�QHZ�Sophronòpolis 
LV� WKDW� WKH� NQRZOHGJH�RI� LWV� OHDGHUV� NQRZV�QR� WHPSRUDO� OLPLWV�� 6LQFH�
GLYLQDWLRQ�LV�PHUHO\�DQRWKHU�W\SH�RI�NQRZOHGJH��WKDW�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��LW�LV�
subordinate to sophrosýne. The sòphrones then acquire a privileged sta-
tus normally assigned to gods and a selected group of gifted individuals 
ZKR�VHUYH�DV�WKHLU�PRXWKSLHFH��VXFK�DV�UHOLJLRXV�H[SHUWV�DQG�SRHWV��7KH�
GHPDQG�WKDW�WKH�UHDO�VHHUV�DQG�SURSKHWV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK�WKH�
IDNH�RQHV�PD\�QRW�EH�LUUHOHYDQW�WR�6RFUDWHV¶�KDOI�VHULRXV�DSSURSULDWLRQ�
RI�WKDW�UROH��ȝĮȞĲİȪȠȝĮȚ�����E���

8S�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�6RFUDWHV¶�QDUUDWLYH�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�SRZHUIXO�SROLWLFDO�
utopia that both supersedes the pre-political City of Clones and gives 
D�UHODWLYHO\�PRUH�GRZQ�WR�HDUWK�� WKHUHIRUH�PRUH�SHUVXDVLYH�YHUVLRQ�RI�
the Sophronòpolis��%\�QRZ�ERWK�WKH�LQWHUQDO�DQG�WKH�H[WHUQDO�DXGLHQFH�
of the Charmides has been led to conclude that living in such a city is 
VHOI�HYLGHQWO\�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�HYHU\�ORYHU�RI�NQRZOHGJH��WUXWK��DQG�VRFLDO�
ZHOO�EHLQJ��WR�VD\�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�H[DFW�SUHGLFWLRQ�RI�IXWXUH�HYHQWV��
7KDW�LV�ZK\�6RFUDWHV¶�¿QDO�UHPDUNV�PXVW�KDYH�FDXJKW�HYHU\ERG\��QRW�
RQO\�&ULWLDV��R൵�JXDUG�

�e��1RZ��LI�WKH�KXPDQ�UDFH�ZHUH�WKLV�HTXLSSHG��,�DFFHSW�WKDW�ZH�
ZRXOG�OLYH�DQG�DFW�ZLWK�NQRZOHGJH��DIWHU�DOO��GLVFLSOLQH��VHUY-
LQJ�DV�D�JXDUGLDQ��ZRXOG�SUHYHQW�LJQRUDQFH�IURP�LQWUXGLQJ�LQWR�
RXU�ZRUN��%XW� WKH� IXUWKHU� FODLP� � WKDW� E\� DFWLQJ�ZLWK� NQRZO-
HGJH�� ZH� ZRXOG� VXFFHHG� DQG� EH� KDSS\� � WKDW� FRQFOXVLRQ�� P\�
GHDU�&ULWLDV��ZH�DUHQ¶W�\HW�DEOH� WR� UHDFK� �țĮĲİıțİȣĮıȝȑȞȠȞ�į�
ȠĲȦ� Ĳઁ� ਕȞșȡȫʌȚȞȠȞ� ȖȑȞȠȢ� ĲȚ� ȝȞ� ਥʌȚıĲȘȝȩȞȦȢ� ਗȞ� ʌȡȐĲĲȠȚ�
țĮ� ȗȘ��ਪʌȠȝĮȚ� ��ਲ�Ȗȡ�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ�ĳȣȜȐĲĲȠȣıĮ�Ƞț�ਗȞ�ਥȘ�
ʌĮȡİȝʌȓʌĲȠȣıĮȞ� ĲȞ� ਕȞİʌȚıĲȘȝȠıȪȞȘȞ� ıȣȞİȡȖઁȞ� ਲȝȞ� İੇȞĮȚ�
�� ĲȚ� į¶� ਥʌȚıĲȘȝȩȞȦȢ� ਗȞ� ʌȡȐĲĲȠȞĲİȢ� İ� ਗȞ� ʌȡȐĲĲȠȚȝİȞ� țĮ�
İįĮȚȝȠȞȠȝİȞ��ĲȠ૨ĲȠ�į�ȠʌȦ�įȣȞȐȝİșĮ�ȝĮșİȞ��੯�ĳȓȜİ�ȀȡȚĲȓĮ�
�Chrm�����F��G���

6RFUDWHV¶�¿UVW�ZRUGV�ORRN�D�ORW�OLNH�D�WUXLVP�±�WKRXJK�RQH�XQLYHUVDOO\�
applicable: every society governed by the sòphrones lives by the stand-
DUGV�RI� UHDO�NQRZOHGJH��:KDW� LV�PRUH��E\�PHDQV�RI�D�PLOLWDU\� LPDJ�
HU\��DV�EH¿WV�D�EUDYH�VROGLHU�RI�WKH�$WKHQLDQ�DUP\��KH�DVVXUHV�WKDW�WKH�
HQHP\� �ਕȞİʌȚıĲȘȝȠıȪȞȘȞ�� G���ZLOO� QHYHU�PDQDJH� WR� LQWUXGH� LQWR� WKH�
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pòlis��ʌĮȡİȝʌȓʌĲȠȣıĮȞ��G���D�3ODWRQLF�hàpax and, possibly, the earliest 
H[WDQW�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�WKH�YHUE���EHFDXVH�WKH�FLW\¶V�GHIHQGHU��ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ��
G����D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�ERWK�$WKHQD�3URPDFKRV�DQG�3ODWRQLF�*XDUGLDQ��
ZLOO�FRQVWDQWO\�KROG�WKH�ZRXOG�EH�LQWUXGHU�DW�DUP¶V�OHQJWK��2QH�LV�DOVR�
WHPSWHG�WR�VHH�LQ�WKLV�GXHO�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�IHPDOH�FRPEDWDQWV�D�UHSOD\�
RI�WKH�DQWLWKHWLFDO�SDLU�HUURU�FRUUHFWQHVV��ਖȝĮȡĲȓĮȢ���ੑȡșȩĲȘĲȠȢ��RI�WKH�
old Sophronòpolis.

$QG� WKHQ� FRPHV� WKH� ¿QDO�� VKRFNLQJ� EORZ�� (YHQ� WKRVH� VRFLHWLHV�
HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�DQG�UXQ�E\�VXSUHPH�NQRZOHGJH�DUH�QRW�necessarily suc-
cessful and, therefore, happy. In an anti-climactic fashion, this conclu-
sion plays a rather pessimistic tune as it demolishes the basic premise 
of both narratives on Sophronòpolis��6RFUDWHV¶�VHFRQG�XWRSLD�HPERGLHV�
E\��RQWR�ORJLFDO�QHFHVVLW\�DEVROXWH�KDSSLQHVV�provided that the super-
KXPDQ�NQRZOHGJH�HQYLVLRQHG�E\�&ULWLDV�LV�D�UHDO�RSWLRQ��7KH�SUREOHP�
OLHV�LQ�ZKHWKHU�VXFK�D�NQRZOHGJH�H[LVWV��QRW�ZKHWKHU�VXFK�D�NQRZOHGJH�
OHDGV�WR�DEVROXWH�KDSSLQHVV��6RFUDWHV¶�WKLUG�XWRSLD�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�HP-
body true happiness even if�WKH�VXSHUKXPDQ�NQRZOHGJH�HQYLVLRQHG�E\�
&ULWLDV� LV� D� UHDO�RSWLRQ��7KH�SUREOHP� LV� WKDW� VXFK�D�NQRZOHGJH� is not 
enough� IRU� WUXH�KDSSLQHVV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV�� LQ�KLV� ODVW�ZRUGV�6RFUDWHV�
claims that sophrosýne�LV�QRW�LQWULQVLFDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�KDSSLQHVV�

,Q�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�IROORZLQJ�WKH�XWRSLDQ�QDUUDWLYHV�6RFUDWHV�PRYHV�
D� VWHS� IXUWKHU� DQG� DUJXHV� WKDW� NQRZOHGJH�as such has nothing to do 
ZLWK�eudaimonìa�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�FDXVDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�����H���,Q�GXH�
FRXUVH�LW�LV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�LW�LV�D�VSHFL¿F�EUDQFK�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�PDNHV�
D�PDQ�KDSS\��:KHQ�6RFUDWHV�SUHVVHV�KLV�SRLQW�RQ�&ULWLDV�H[SUHVVLQJ�KLV�
JUHDW�GHVLUH��ʌȡȠıʌȠș�����D����DQRWKHU�3ODWRQLF�hàpax��WR�OHDUQ�ZKLFK�
LV�WKH�W\SH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�EHJHWV�KDSSLQHVV��it is Critias himself who 
provides the correct answer�DV�FRQ¿UPHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�E\�6RFUDWHV��LW�
is the knowledge of good and evil ����E���F���

,Q�VXP��6RFUDWHV�DQVZHUV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
NQRZOHGJH� DQG� KDSSLQHVV� LQ� WKH� D൶UPDWLYH��ZLWK� WKH� SURYLVR� WKDW� LW�
SHUWDLQV�RQO\�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH��WKDW�RI�JRRG�DQG�HYLO��<HW�
the dialogue ends in aporìa�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�QRW�FOHDU�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�NQRZO-
HGJH�LV�DQ�R൵VSULQJ�RI�PRWKHU�sophrosýne, another, evolved version of 
sophrosýne �sophrosýne�UHORDGHG��DV�LW�ZHUH���RU�D�FRPSOHWHO\�XQUHODWHG�
virtue.
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5. Is Charmides happy?

$Q\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�KDSSLQHVV�LQ�3ODWR¶V�Charmides ZRXOG�
EH� LQFRPSOHWH� ZLWKRXW� D� EULHI� FRPPHQW� RQ� WKRVH� SDVVDJHV� LQ� ZKLFK�
6RFUDWHV�DVVRFLDWHV�&ULWLDV¶�\RXQJ�FRXVLQ�ZLWK�eudaimonìa. Incidentally, 
WKHVH�DSSHDU�DW�WKH�SURORJXH�DQG�WKH�H[RGRV�RI�WKH�GLDORJXH��ÀDQNLQJ��DV�LW�
ZHUH��WKH�UHOHYDQW�SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�XWRSLDQ�QDUUDWLYHV�DQG�WKHLU�DIWHUPDWK�

6RFUDWHV¶�YHU\�¿UVW�XVH�RI�WKH�WHUP�RFFXUV�LQ�KLV�SUDLVH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�
RI�&KDUPLGHV¶�IDWKHU��©)RU�EHLQJ�RXWVWDQGLQJ�LQ�EHDXW\�DQG�YLUWXH�DQG�
the rest of what is called happiness��੪Ȣ�įȚĮĳȑȡȠȣıĮ�țȐȜȜİȚ�Ĳİ�țĮ�ਕȡİĲૌ�
țĮ�Ĳૌ�ਙȜȜૉ�ȜİȖȠȝȑȞૉ�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓ�ª��Chrm.����H�����D���P\�LWDOLFV��

7KLV�ORRNV�OLNH�D�VWDQGDUG�DSSUDLVDO�RI�DQ�élite Athenian family that 
lives up to the ideal of kalokagathìa�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�ZKDW�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�
VRFLDOO\�GHVLUDEOH��'XH�WR�LWV�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�DV�ȜİȖȠȝȑȞૉ��ȠQH�LV�WHPSWHG�
to read it as a type of a popular notion of happiness that may be used 
DV�D�IRLO�IRU�D�PRUH�©JHQXLQHª��SKLORVRSKLFDO�QRWLRQ�RI�KDSSLQHVV�DVVR-
FLDWHG�ZLWK��D�NLQG�RI��NQRZOHGJH��,Q�YLHZ�RI�ZKDW�IROORZV��KRZHYHU��
LQVWHDG� RI� UHVRUWLQJ� WR� DQ\� UHDG\�PDGH� SRODULVDWLRQ�� LW�PD\� EH�ZLVHU�
WR�QRWLFH�WKDW�IURP�HDUO\�RQ�3ODWR�ZLVKHG�WR�SUHVHQW�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�
&KDUPLGHV¶�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�RQ�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�VLGH�ZLWK�D�UHFRUG�RI�YLUWXHV�
OHDGLQJ�WR�KDSSLQHVV�DV�&KDUPLGHV¶�RZQ�OHJDF\�

6XFK�D�UHDGLQJ�PLJKW�¿QG�VRPH�VXSSRUW�IURP�6RFUDWHV¶�ODVW�DGYLFH�
WR�&KDUPLGHV��$IWHU�EODPLQJ�KLPVHOI�IRU�KDYLQJ�IDLOHG�WR�QDLO�GRZQ�WKH�
meaning of sophrosýne��6RFUDWHV�VD\V�WR�WKH�SURPLVLQJ�\RXQJ�PDQ��©%XW�
as for you, consider yourself as happy as you are disciplined��ıİĮȣĲઁȞ�
įȑ��ıʌİȡ�ıȦĳȡȠȞȑıĲİȡȠȢ�İੇ��ĲȠıȠȪĲ�İੇȞĮȚ�țĮ�İįĮȚȝȠȞȑıĲİȡȠȞ�ª�
�Chrm�����D�����P\�LWDOLFV��

&XULRXVO\�HQRXJK��WKLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�RQO\�WLPH�WKDW�D�FDXVDO�FRQ-
QHFWLRQ� LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�sophrosýne. One might 
ZRQGHU�KRZ�WKLV�FODLP�WDOOLHV�ZLWK�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�URDG�WR�DE-
VROXWH�KDSSLQHVV�LV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�JRRG�DQG�HYLO��2U�KRZ�RQH�LV�WR�
render the sophronèsteros JLYHQ�WKDW�DOO�WKH�VXJJHVWHG�GH¿QLWLRQV�KDYH�
PLVHUDEO\�IDLOHG��3HUKDSV�LW�PLJKW�EH�EHWWHU�WR�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRP-
SDUDWLYH�GHJUHH�RI�WKH�DGMHFWLYHV�DQG�WDNH�WKHVH�ZRUGV�DW�IDFH�YDOXH��WKH�
more Charmides progresses on the road to sophrosýne�±�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�
WKLV�YLUWXH�PHDQV�±�WKH�PRUH�KH�ZRXOG�OLYH�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�WUXH�KDSSLQHVV��
SURYLQJ�KLPVHOI�D�ZRUWK\�GHVFHQGDQW�RI�KLV�IRUHIDWKHUV�
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Abstract
7KH�SUHVHQW�SDSHU�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�UDWKHU�FRQYROXWHG�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KDSSLQHVV�
DQG�NQRZOHGJH� LQ� WKH�Charmides. The main argument rests on an analysis of the 
three utopian narratives of the dialogue and the respective societies constructed by 
them: a��WKH�HQWURSLF�&LW\�RI�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�&ORQHV�����H����D���b��WKH�Sophronòpolis 
WKDW�ERDVWV�HSLVWHPRFUDF\��RU�WKH�UXOH�RI�WKH�H[SHUWV��DV�LWV�RQO\�JRYHUQLQJ�SULQFLSOH�
����G���DQG�c��WKH�Sophronòpolis�5HORDGHG��D�GUHDPODQG�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�
RQH�WR�PDNH�DQ\�PLVWDNH�ZKDWVRHYHU�����D�G���7KH�QHW�UHVXOW�RI�WKHVH�QDUUDWLYHV�LV�
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WKDW��LQ�WKH�WH[WXDO�XQLYHUVH�RI�WKH�Charmides, there is no guarantee that a life free 
IURP�HUURU�LV�DFWXDOO\�WKH�UR\DO�URDG�WR�KDSSLQHVV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�©$UH�
WKH�ਥʌȚıĲȘȝȩȞȦȢ�ȗȞĲİȢ�İįĮȓȝȠȞİȢ�����H�"ª�FDQQRW�EH�XQHTXLYRFDOO\�DQVZHUHG�LQ�
WKH�D൶UPDWLYH�
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