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7ൺൻඅൾ� ඈൿ�&ඈඇඍൾඇඍඌ� 1. Introduction; 2 . Why not escape?; 3. What 
about Socrates’ friends and family?

1. Introduction

OXU�VRXUFHV�VHHP�WR�DJUHH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�ERWK�DFFHSWHG�HXGDLPRQLVP�
DQG�DOVR�SURPRWHG�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU��%XW�FDQ¶W�WKHVH�FRPH�

DSDUW"�6XUHO\�VRPH�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU�PLJKW�LQYROYH�UHDO�SHUVRQ-
DO�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�WKH�DJHQW��'RHV�HXGDLPRQLVP�KDYH�D�GL൵HUHQW�HFRQRP\�
WKDQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��SHUVRQDO�¿QDQFH"�,I�,�GRQDWH�D�FHUWDLQ�DPRXQW�RI�PRQ-
H\�WR�D�ZRUWK\�FKDULW\��WKHQ�LW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�IROORZV�WKDW�P\�RZQ�SHU-
VRQDO�ZHDOWK�LV�GLPLQLVKHG�E\�WKH�VDPH�DPRXQW��6FKRODUV�KDYH�UHDVRQ-
ably avoided attributing to Socrates such a simplistic, zero-sum-game 
FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�HFRQRP\�IRU�KDSSLQHVV��KRZHYHU��:K\�FDQ¶W�D�JRRG�
person gain in happiness precisely because she has done something that 
PDNHV�VRPHRQH�HOVH�KDSSLHU"�7KH�SUREOHPV�FRPH�LQ��QRW�IURP�WKH�LGHD�
WKDW�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�DFWLRQ�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�DGYDQFH�DQ�DJHQW¶V�RZQ�KDSSL-
QHVV��EXW�IURP�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�LW�GRHVQ¶W�always or inevitably�ZRUN�WKLV�
ZD\��,Q�WKH�SUHVHQW�PRPHQW��IRU�H[DPSOH��SDUHQWV�DUH�WDNLQJ�XS�D�JUHDW�
GHDO�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�WLPH�±�WLPH�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�SUHIHU�WR�VSHQG�RQ�RWKHU�
WKLQJV�±�DVVLVWLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�UHPRWH�OHDUQLQJ�ZKLOH�VFKRROV�DUH�
FORVHG��:H�PD\�DVVXPH�WKDW�JRRG�SDUHQWV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�FRQVLGHU�DEDQ-
GRQLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ¶V� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� RUGHU� WR� SXUVXH� WKH� RWKHU� WKLQJV�
WKH\�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�SUHIHU�WR�EH�GRLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�WLPH��)URP�WKDW�IDFW�
WKDW�WKH\�VWHDGIDVWO\�RYHUVHH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�GL൶FXOW�
WLPHV��KRZHYHU��LW�GRHV�QRW�DW�DOO�IROORZ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WKHUHE\�KDSSLHU�IRU�
GRLQJ�VR��%XW�KHUH��WRR��VXFK�FDVHV�GR�QRW�JLYH�FOHDU�FDVHV�RI�VHOI�VDF-
UL¿FH��D�ORYLQJ�SDUHQW�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�VDFUL¿FH�KHU�WLPH�IRU�KHU�FKLOG¶V�
ZHOIDUH�PLJKW�ZHOO�¿QG�WKDW�WKH�PLVHU\�WKLV�FDXVHG�KHU�FKLOG�OHG�WR�PXFK�
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JUHDWHU�PLVHU\�IRU�WKH�SDUHQW��WRR��2QH�GRHV�QRW�IDLO�LQ�RQH¶V�SXUVXLW�RI�
KDSSLQHVV�WR�FKRRVH�WKH�OHDVW�RI�PLVHUDEOH�RSWLRQV��LQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�
are no better options available.

*LYHQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�logical or metaphysical incompatibility be-
WZHHQ�SXUVXLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�
EHKDYLRU��LW� LV�SHUKDSV�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WR�¿QG�VFKRODUV�LQ�GLVDJUHHPHQW�
DERXW�ZKHWKHU�6RFUDWLF�HXGDLPRQLVP�LV�HJRLVWLF��2Q�RQH�VLGH�RI�WKH�GH-
EDWH��HYHQ�LI�RXU�WH[WV�VHHP�WR�VKRZ�±�DV�,�EHOLHYH�WKH\�GR�±�WKDW��IRU�
6RFUDWHV��LW�LV�DW�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW�D�JHQHUDO�UXOH�WKDW�LW�LV�LQ�RQH¶V�SHUVRQDO�
self-interest to engage in the sorts of other-regarding behaviors he so 
RIWHQ�DGYRFDWHV�LQ�RXU�WH[WV��WKLV�IDFW�LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI�LV�LQVX൶FLHQW�WR�
UHVROYH� WKH� LVVXH��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�ZRXOG� UHPDLQ� DV� WR�ZKHWKHU� WKLV� IDFW�
ZDV�ZKDW�PRWLYDWHG�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU��RU�ZDV�VLPSO\�D�SRVLWLYH�
VLGH�H൵HFW�RI�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU��ZKLFK�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�
ZLWKRXW� WKLV� IDFW�DV�D�SDUW�RI� WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�EHKDYLRU��2Q� WKH�
RWKHU� VLGH�RI� WKH�GHEDWH�� JLYHQ� WKDW�6RFUDWHV�GRHV� VHHP� WR� WKLQN� WKDW�
it is at least in general true that other-regarding behavior also serves 
WKH�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�DJHQW��DQ\�WH[WV�LQ�ZKLFK�6RFUDWHV�VHHPV�WR�EH�
DGYRFDWLQJ�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU�ZLWKRXW�H[SOLFLWO\�H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�
WKH�UHDVRQ�WR�GR�VR�ZDV�WKH�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�DJHQW��LQ�QR�ZD\�VKRZ�
WKDW�WKH�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�DJHQW�LV�DFWXDOO\�QRW�WKH�XOWLPDWH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�
6RFUDWHV�ZRXOG�SURPRWH�VXFK�EHKDYLRU��:H�VKRXOGQ¶W�H[SHFW�6RFUDWHV�WR�
JLYH�D�FRPSOHWH�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�KLV�UHDVRQV�IRU�SUHVFULELQJ�VRPH�EHKDY-
LRU�LQ�HDFK�LQVWDQFH�WKDW�KH�R൵HUV�DQ�RSLQLRQ�RQ�WKH�PDWWHU��6R�LW�VHHPV�
WR�PH�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�VFKRODUV�LV�WR�¿QG�VRPH�WH[W�RU�WH[WV�WKDW�SODLQO\�
VKRZ�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�ZRXOG�SURPRWH�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU�even when 
LW�UHTXLUHG�VRPH�GHJUHH�RI�VHOI�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�WKH�DJHQW��If not, then the 
PDQ\�WH[WV�LQ�ZKLFK�6RFUDWHV�VHHPV�WR�H[SODLQ�PRWLYDWLRQ�E\�DSSHDOV�
WR�WKH�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�DJHQW��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�GLVFXVVHG�E\�RWKHUV�
LQ� WKLV� FROOHFWLRQ�� VKRXOG�EH� WDNHQ� DV� VX൶FLHQW� UHDVRQV� WR� DFFHSW� WKH�
HJRLVWLF�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��3HUKDSV�HYHQ�WKHVH�WH[WV�FDQ�EH�UHDG�LQ�GL൵HUHQW�
ZD\V��EXW�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKDW�LVVXH�LV�QRW�P\�SURMHFW�KHUHLQ��,QVWHDG��
,�ZDQW�WR�ORRN�FDUHIXOO\�DW�ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�DQG�KLV�GHIHQGHUV�KDYH�WR�VD\�
DERXW�6RFUDWHV¶� RZQ�PRWLYDWLRQV�ZKHQ�KH� DFWHG� LQ� D�ZD\� WKDW�PLJKW�
RQ� LWV� IDFH� VHHP� WR�EH� WKH� FOHDUHVW� FDVH�RI� VXSUHPH� VHOI�VDFUL¿FH�� E\�
GHFLGLQJ�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�$WKHQV�DQG�EH�H[HFXWHG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�HVFDSLQJ�DQG�
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WKHUHE\�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�SXUVXH�KLV�VHOI�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�RQO\�WKH�OLY-
LQJ�FDQ�XQGHUWDNH��0\�TXHVWLRQV��WKXV��DUH�WKHVH��a��LV�WKHUH�DQ\�GHFLVLYH�
HYLGHQFH�LQ�ZKDW�;HQRSKRQ�RU�3ODWR�VD\�DERXW�6RFUDWHV¶�ODVW�GD\V�IRU�
UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�HJRLVWLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�HXGDLPRQLVP"�2U�b��LV�
WKHUH�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�;HQRSKRQWLF�RU�3ODWRQLF�UHSRUWV��RQ�WKH�FRQWUDU\��
WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWHV�VRPH�H[DPSOH�RI�D�WURXEOLQJ�NLQG�RI�HJRLVP�±�ZKHUH�
6RFUDWHV�GRHV�RU�VD\V�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�KLV�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�D�
ZD\�WKDW�IDLOV�WR�DWWHQG�DGHTXDWHO\�WR�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�RWKHUV"

3ODWR� DQG�;HQRSKRQ� REYLRXVO\� DFFRXQW� IRU� 6RFUDWHV¶�ZLOOLQJQHVV�
WR�GLH�DW� WKH�KDQGV�RI� WKH�VWDWH� LQ�YHU\�GL൵HUHQW�ZD\V��,Q�;HQRSKRQ¶V�
DFFRXQW��6RFUDWHV�QRW� MXVW� DOORZHG�EXW� DFWLYHO\�HQFRXUDJHG�KLV� MXURUV�
WR� FRQGHPQ�KLP� WR�GHDWK�� DV� DQ�HDVLHVW�SRVVLEOH�ZD\� �VHH�Ap. 7; and 
>%ORFK�����@��IRU�KLP�WR�HQG�KLV�OLIH�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�KH�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�
ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�OLYLQJ�ZHOO��Mem. IV 8, 1; Ap.�����$FFRUGLQJO\��LW�VHHPV�
FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�;HQRSKRQWLF�DFFRXQW�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�PRWLYHV�IRU�GULQNLQJ�WKH�
SRLVRQ�JLYH�QR�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�VHOI�VDFUL¿FH��,Q�3ODWR¶V�DFFRXQW��KRZHYHU��
6RFUDWHV�LV�JLYHQ�WKH�RSWLRQ�RI�HVFDSLQJ�IURP�SULVRQ�DQG�JRLQJ�R൵�WR�EH�
WDNHQ�FDUH�RI�E\�IULHQGV�LQ�7KHVVDO\��6RFUDWHV�UHIXVHV�WR�HVFDSH��FODLP-
LQJ�WKDW�WR�GR�VR�ZRXOG�EH�WR�GR�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�FLW\�DQG�FRPPLW�LQMXV-
WLFH��ZKLFK�KH�PXVW�QHYHU�GR��2QH�PLJKW�ZRQGHU��KRZHYHU��LI�WKH�FRP-
PLWPHQW�QHYHU�WR�GR�LQMXVWLFH�LV�RQH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�IROORZ�
E\�SD\LQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�SRVVLEOH�SULFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�KLV�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVW��
0\�SURMHFW�KHUHLQ�LV�WR�VHH�ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�LV�DQ\�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�3ODWRQLF�
DFFRXQW�WKDW�ZRXOG�LQGLFDWH�NQRZLQJ�VHOI�VDFUL¿FH�LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�GHFLVLRQ�
WR�VWD\�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�VX൵HU�H[HFXWLRQ�E\�WKH�VWDWH��2QFH�,�KDYH�DQVZHUHG�
WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��,�ZLOO�WKHQ�WXUQ�WR�FRQVLGHULQJ�ZKDW�;HQRSKRQ�DQG�3ODWR�
KDG�WR�VD\�DERXW�RWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�LPSDFWHG�E\�6RFUDWHV¶�GHFLVLRQ��:DV�
KLV�GHFLVLRQ�RU�ZDV�LW�QRW�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKHP�LQ�D�ZD\�
WKDW�PLJKW�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�HXGDLPRQLVP�DQG�HJRLVP"

2. Why not escape?

7KH�DUJXPHQWV�RI�3ODWR¶V�Crito are surely familiar enough to those read-
LQJ�WKLV�YROXPH�QRW�WR�QHHG�DQ\�FDUHIXO�UHYLHZ�E\�PH�KHUHLQ��%XW�MXVW�DV�
D�UHPLQGHU��,�WKLQN�LW�LV�HQRXJK�WR�UHFDOO�WKDW�WKH�GLDORJXH�EHJLQV�ZLWK�
Crito urging Socrates to escape from the prison. Crito believes that it 
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ZRXOG�EH�HDV\�DQG�QR�JUHDW�H[SHQVH�WR�JHW�6RFUDWHV�RXW�RI�SULVRQ�DQG�
DZD\�IURP�$WKHQV�ZKHUH�KH�PLJKW�JR�WR�DQ\�QXPEHU�RI�SODFHV�VDIHO\��LQ-
FOXGLQJ�JRLQJ�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�&ULWR¶V�IULHQGV�LQ�7KHVVDO\��Cri.���E����F����
&ULWR�JLYHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�DUJXPHQWV�WKDW�VHHP�WR�LQYRNH�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�
reasons for Socrates to agree to this escape, involving the damage that 
&ULWR�KLPVHOI��6RFUDWHV¶�RWKHU� IULHQGV��DQG�DOVR�6RFUDWHV¶�RZQ�IDPLO\�
ZLOO�VX൵HU�LI�KH�VKRXOG�VWD\�DQG�EH�H[HFXWHG��6RFUDWHV�PDNHV�QR�FRQFHV-
VLRQ�WR�&ULWR¶V�DUJXPHQWV��EXW�LQVWHDG�LQYLWHV�&ULWR�WR�H[DPLQH�ZKHWKHU�
ZKDW�KH�ZDQWV�6RFUDWHV�WR�GR�LV�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ��RU�QRW��LQVLVWLQJ�WKDW�KH�
�6RFUDWHV��ZLOO�DFW��DV�KH�DOZD\V�GRHV��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�ZKDWHYHU�UHDVRQV�
VHHP�EHVW�WR�KLP�DV�KH�FRQVLGHUV�LW��Cri.���E�����

6RFUDWHV� WKHQ�UHPLQGV�&ULWR�WKDW�KLV�HDUOLHU�DSSHDOV� WR�ZKDW�PRVW�
SHRSOH�ZRXOG�WKLQN�RI�6RFUDWHV�QRW�HVFDSLQJ�YLRODWHG�DQ�DJUHHPHQW�WKDW�
he and Crito had accepted for a long time: it is not the opinions of the 
PDQ\��EXW�RQO\�WKH�RSLQLRQV�RI�H[SHUWV�WKDW�VKRXOG�PDWWHU�WR�WKHP��6RF-
UDWHV�XVHV�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�DGYLFH�IURP�SK\VLFLDQV�DQG�SK\VLFDO�WUDLQHUV��
as opposed to advice on the good of the body by those ignorant of it, 
DQG�WKHQ�JHWV�&ULWR�WR�DJUHH�WKDW�MXVW�DV�IROORZLQJ�EDG�DGYLFH�DERXW�WKH�
JRRG�RI�WKH�ERG\�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�ERGLO\�KDUP��VR�ZLOO�EDG�DGYLFH�DERXW�WKH�
JRRG�RI�WKH�VRXO�OHDG�WR�SV\FKLF�KDUP����D�����D����6RFUDWHV�DQG�&ULWR�
WKHQ�DJUHH�WKDW�MXVWLFH�EHQH¿WV�WKH�VRXO�ZKHUHDV�LQMXVWLFH�KDUPV�LW��Cri. 
��D���D��1 That prohibition of injustice mandates that one must never 
GR�ZURQJ��HYHQ�LQ�UHWDOLDWLRQ�IRU�ZURQJV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�GRQH�WR�RQHVHOI�
�Cri. ��D��H���� DQG�&ULWR� DJUHHV� WKDW� KH� DQG�6RFUDWHV� KDYH� DJUHHG� WR�
WKHVH�SULQFLSOHV�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DQG�VKRXOG�QRW�DEDQGRQ�WKHP�QRZ��7KLV�
agreement seems to me to govern the rest of the discussion that Socrates 

1 7KH�ZD\�6RFUDWHV�¿UVW�SXWV�WKH�SRLQW�PLJKW�VHHP�SX]]OLQJ��KH�VD\V�WKDW�RQH�VKRXOG�
never voluntarily� GR� ZURQJ� �Ƞ੝įİȞ੿� Ĳȡȩʌ૳� ĳĮȝ੻Ȟ� ਦțȩȞĲĮȢ� ਕįȚțȘĲȑȠȞ� İੇȞĮȚ��Cri. 
��D����%XW� LV� LW�QRW�6RFUDWHV¶�YLHZ��LQ�3ODWR��DW� OHDVW�� WKDW�QR�RQH�HYHU�GRHV�ZURQJ�
YROXQWDULO\"�7KLV�SX]]OH�KDV�D�VLPSOH�VROXWLRQ��KRZHYHU��ZURQJGRLQJ�LV�LQYROXQWDU\�
insofar as it causes harm to oneself, under the principle announced here in the Crito 
���D�����D���DQG�HOVHZKHUH��EXW�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�HQWDLO�WKDW�DJHQWV�FDQQRW�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�
RU�YROXQWDULO\�ZURQJ�RU�KDUP�RWKHUV��VHH�%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK��������$W�LVVXH�KHUH�LQ�
the Crito�LV�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�ZKDW�&ULWR�ZDQWV�6RFUDWHV�WR�GR�ZRXOG�GDPDJH�6RFUDWHV�
EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�FKRLFH�6RFUDWHV�KDG�PDGH�WKDW�ZRXOG�FDXVH�ZURQJ�
or damage to others.
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and Crito have on the matter:2 Socrates contends, and Crito accepts that 
6RFUDWHV�VKRXOG�E\�DOO�PHDQV�GR�QRWKLQJ�WKDW�ZLOO�GDPDJH�KLV�VRXO��DQG�
LI�SRVVLEOH��GR�RQO\�ZKDW�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�KLV�VRXO�

6RFUDWHV�WKHQ�LPDJLQHV�WKH�SHUVRQL¿HG�/DZV�RI�$WKHQV�DGGUHVVLQJ�
ERWK�RI�WKHP�DQG�PDNLQJ�VHYHUDO�DUJXPHQWV�WR�WKH�H൵HFW�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�
ZURQJ�IRU�6RFUDWHV�WR�HVFDSH��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��KH�ZRXOG�YLRODWH�D�MXVW�DJUHH-
PHQW�KH�KDG�PDGH�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWH�RI�$WKHQV��Cri.���H����D����KH�ZRXOG�
FRPPLW�D�NLQG�RI�¿OLDO�LPSLHW\�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH��Cri.���F�����F����DQG�KH�
ZRXOG�QRW�DFWXDOO\�JDLQ�DQ\�EHQH¿W�IRU�KLPVHOI�E\�HVFDSLQJ�DQ\ZD\��VLQFH�
KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�QR�UHPDLQLQJ�FUHGLELOLW\�LQ�ODZIXO�SODFHV�DQG�FRXOG�RQO\�
OLYH��LQVWHDG��LQ�ODZOHVV�RQHV��Cri.���D��G����7KH�GLDORJXH�WKXV�FRQFOXGHV�
ZLWK�6RFUDWHV�D൶UPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�UHDVRQV�WKXV�JLYHQ�VHHP�VR�FRQYLQFLQJ�WR�
KLP�WKDW�WKH\�H൵HFWLYHO\�GURZQ�RXW�HYHU\�RWKHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�

8QOHVV�WKLV�TXLFN�UHYLHZ�KDV�JRQH�YHU\�ZURQJ��WKHQ��WKH�EDVLF�SUHP-
ise of all of the arguments in the Crito�DERXW�REHGLHQFH�WR�ODZ�DQG�WKXV�
staying in prison are supposed to fall under the principle that one should 
never do injustice and that doing injustice is inevitably damaging to the 
soul of the agent. The principles that Socrates gets Crito to recall at the 
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�DUJXPHQW�VHHP�FOHDUO\�DQG�TXLWH�H[SOLFLWO\�WR�PDNH�WKH�
FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ� EHKDYLRU� �GRLQJ� ULJKW� DQG� DYRLG-
LQJ�GRLQJ�ZURQJ�WR�RWKHUV��DQG�RQH¶V�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�RQH�RI�QHFHVVLW\�
DQG�ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ��,I�VR��WKH�Crito�DQG�6RFUDWHV¶�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UHPDLQ�
LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�GULQN�WKH�SRLVRQ��VLQFH�WKH\�IROORZ�MXVWLFH��FRXOG�QRW�EH�
FRXQWHUH[DPSOHV�WR�WKH��DSSDUHQWO\�QHFHVVDU\��UXOH�WKDW�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�

2 +HUH��,�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW��IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�EUHYLW\�DQG�QRW�ZDQWLQJ�WR�EH�WDNHQ�R൵�RQ�
a tangent from my present project, I simply stipulate an interpretation of the dialogue 
WKDW�RWKHUV�KDYH�DUJXHG�DJDLQVW��0\�RZQ�YLHZ�� IRU�ZKLFK� ,�KDYH�DUJXHG�DW� OHQJWK�
HOVHZKHUH��LV�WKDW�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�GLDORJXH�DUWLFXODWHV�D�SRVLWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�ZKLFK�
GLVREHGLHQFH�WR�ODZ�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�XQMXVW��DQG�WKXV�GDPDJLQJ�WR�WKH�VRXO�RI�WKH�RQH�
ZKR�GLVREH\V��2WKHUV�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�GRHV�QRW�UHDOO\�DFFHSW�VXFK�D�YLHZ��
DQG�RQO\�SUHVHQWV� WKH�DUJXPHQW�KH�SXWV� LQWR�WKH�PRXWK�RI� WKH�SHUVRQL¿HG�/DZV�RI�
$WKHQV�EHFDXVH�&ULWR�LV�HLWKHU�WRR�GLP�RU�WRR�GLVWUDXJKW�WR�IROORZ�EHWWHU�DUJXPHQWV�
�RQH�WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�D�FRQVFLHQWLRXV�DJHQW�WR�GLVREH\�VRPH�ODZV���)RU�H[DPSOHV�RI�
WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�,�DP�VLPSO\�VHWWLQJ�DVLGH�KHUH��VHH�&RODLDFR�������.RVWPDQ�������
:HLVV�������DQG�+DUWH�������)RU�WKH�UHDVRQV�ZK\�,�UHMHFW�WKLV�DOWHUQDWLYH�LQWHUSUHWD-
WLRQ�DQG�WDNH�WKH�DUJXPHQW�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�/DZV�E\�6RFUDWHV�DV�UHÀHFWLQJ�6RFUDWHV¶�RZQ�
YLHZV��VHH�%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK������
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EHKDYLRU��DW�OHDVW�LQVRIDU�DV�LW�IROORZV�MXVWLFH��FDQ�QHYHU�LQYROYH�JHQXLQH�
VHOI�VDFUL¿FH��$V�,�VDLG�LQ�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ��KRZHYHU��WKLV�GRHV�QRW�FRQ-
FOXVLYHO\�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�±�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
UHJDUG�IRU�RWKHUV�DQG�WKHLU�ZHOIDUH�±�LV�DOZD\V�ZKDW�PRWLYDWHV�KXPDQ�
DFWLRQ��%XW�LW�GRHV�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�NLQG�RI�FDVH�QHHGHG�WR�GHQ\�WKDW�6RF-
UDWHV�ZDV�DQ�HJRLVWLF�HXGDLPRQLVW�LV�QRW�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�Crito and, 
LI� LW�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�HOVHZKHUH��ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\�YLRODWH� WKH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�
SULQFLSOHV�RQ�ZKLFK�3ODWR�KDV�&ULWR�DQG�6RFUDWHV�DJUHH�LQ�WKDW�GLDORJXH�

3. What about Socrates’ friends and family?

0\�DUJXPHQW�LQ�WKH�ODVW�VHFWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�GHFLVLRQ�WR�EH�H[H-
FXWHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH�LQ�QR�ZD\�LQYROYHG�DQ\�ORVV�RI�KDSSLQHVV�WR�KLPVHOI��
given the options available to him. The Xenophontic Socrates actually 
preferred to die because the prospect of continued life seemed to him to 
DVVXUH�PRUH�PLVHU\�WKDQ�KDSSLQHVV��,Q�3ODWR¶V�DFFRXQW��6RFUDWHV�PLJKW�
ZHOO� KDYH�ZDQWHG� WR�ZLQ� DFTXLWWDO� DW� WKH� WULDO� DQG� WKXV� FRQWLQXHG� WR�
OLYH��EXW�WKDW�RSWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�WR�KLP��,QVWHDG��KLV�FKRLFHV�ZHUH�
FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�OLYH��EXW�RQO\�E\�FRPPLWWLQJ�DQ�LQMXVWLFH��RU�VX൵HULQJ�DQ�
LQMXVWLFH�DQG�EHLQJ�H[HFXWHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH�EXW�QRW�GDPDJLQJ�KLV�RZQ�VRXO�
by doing anything unjust.

%XW�ERWK�;HQRSKRQ�DQG�3ODWR�PDNH�FOHDU�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�GHDWK�ZRXOG�
KDYH�KHDY\�LPSDFW�RQ�KLV�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\��*LYHQ�WKH�VRUW�RI�PDQ�WKDW�
6RFUDWHV�ZDV�DQG� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�KH�ZDV� WUHDWHG�DV�DQ�H[HPSODU\�KXPDQ�
being by both of his most famous defenders is evidence enough that his 
GHDWK�ZRXOG�EH�D�JULHYRXV�ORVV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�ORYHG�DQG�DGPLUHG�KLP��$V�
VXFK�� LW�PLJKW�EH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�GHFLVLRQ��DW� WKH�HQG��DFWXDOO\�VKRZHG�D�
certain lack of other-regarding concern: might it not have been true that 
6RFUDWHV¶�IDPLO\�DQG�DVVRFLDWHV�ZHUH�themselves damaged by his decision 
WR�GLH�±�LQ�ZKLFK�FDVH�WKDW�GHFLVLRQ�ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\�TXDOLI\�DV�JURXQGV�IRU�
DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�MXGJPHQW�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�ZDV�±�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�±�DQ�HJRLVW��
Might his decision to die have been best for him, but not best for others 
ZKR�GHVHUYHG�PRUH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ"�6R�OHW¶V�QRZ�WDNH�XS�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ�

,Q�;HQRSKRQ¶V�DFFRXQW��6RFUDWHV�ZDV�ZHOO�DZDUH� WKDW�KLV�SDVVLQJ�
ZRXOG�FDXVH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ORQJLQJ��ʌȩșȠȢ��DPRQJ�KLV�IULHQGV��Ap.�����2Q�
the other hand, he is clear that had he chosen to continue to live, they 
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ZRXOG�EHDU�ZLWQHVV�WR�KLV�GHFOLQH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WURXEOHVRPH�WR�
WKHP��VXFK�WKDW��ZKHQ�KH�HYHQWXDOO\�GLG�GLH��WKHLU�PHPRULHV�RI�6RFUDWHV�
ZRXOG�EH�PDUUHG�E\�UHFDOOLQJ�KLV�GHFOLQH��Ap.�����;HQRSKRQ�GRHV�QRW�
H[SOLFLWO\�PDNH�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�WKDW�WKH�WLPLQJ�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�GHDWK�ZLOO�
DFWXDOO\�EULQJ�JUHDWHU�EHQH¿W�WR�KLV�IULHQGV��EXW�LW�LV�GL൶FXOW�WR�VHH�KRZ�
WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�R൵�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ�IURP�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�PDQ�WKH\�KDG�
VR�DGPLUHG�FKRRVLQJ�WR�FRQWLQXH�OLYLQJ�ZKHQ�KH�NQHZ�ZHOO�WKDW�LQ�GRLQJ�
VR��KH�ZRXOG�FRQGHPQ�KLPVHOI�WR�D�OLIH�WKDW�ZDV�ZUHWFKHG�DQG�XQOLYDEOH�
�Mem. IV 8, 8; Ap.�����,�WKLQN�LW�LV�PRUH�UHDVRQDEOH�WR�VXSSRVH�WKDW�6RF-
UDWHV�WKRXJKW�WKDW�JULHI�IRU�WKH�EHORYHG�GHDG�ZDV�D�QDWXUDO�SDUW�RI�KXPDQ�
OLIH��DQG�VXFK�JULHI�ZRXOG�EH�QREOHU�DQG�EHWWHU�IRU�WKH�RQH�JULHYLQJ�LI�LW�LV�
QRW�VWDLQHG�E\�XJO\�PHPRULHV�RI�WKH�RQH�ZKR�KDV�SDVVHG�DZD\��$FFRUG-
LQJO\��ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�DVVXPH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�GHFLVLRQ�DFWXDOO\�GDPDJHG�
KLV�IULHQGV��LQVWHDG��LW�VHHPV�DV�LI�ZKDW�ZDV�EHVW�IRU�6RFUDWHV�KLPVHOI�
ZDV�DOVR�EHVW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ORYHG�DQG�DGPLUHG�KLP��$V�VXFK��HYHQ�LI�
;HQRSKRQ¶V�6RFUDWHV�ZDV�DQ�HJRLVW��WKHUH�LV�QR�HYLGHQFH�RI�LW�LQ�DQ\�ODFN�
RI�FRQFHUQ�IRU�KLV�IULHQGV�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�KLV�H[HFXWLRQ�E\�WKH�VWDWH�

,Q�3ODWR¶V�WHVWLPRQ\��KRZHYHU��ZH�DUH�DFWXDOO\�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�
WKLV�YHU\�TXHVWLRQ��VLQFH�ZKHQ�&ULWR�DSSHDOV�WR�6RFUDWHV�WR�HVFDSH�IURP�
SULVRQ��KLV�DUJXPHQWV�H[SOLFLWO\�UHO\�RQ�WKH�GDPDJH�WR�6RFUDWHV¶�IULHQGV�
DQG� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� LI� KH�GRHV�QRW� HVFDSH��6RFUDWHV¶� H[HFXWLRQ�ZRXOG�
EH�D�GLVDVWHU��ıȣȝĳȠȡȐ��IRU�&ULWR��DQG�IRU�DW�OHDVW�WZR�UHDVRQV��KH�ZRXOG�
EH�©UREEHG�RI�D�FRPSDQLRQ�VXFK�DV�,¶OO�QHYHU�¿QG�DJDLQª����E�����3 and 
KH�ZLOO�EH�WDUUHG�E\�RWKHUV�ZLWK�WKH�UHSXWDWLRQ�RI�FDULQJ�PRUH�IRU�PRQH\�
WKDQ�IRU�IULHQGV��VLQFH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�NQRZ�ZHOO�WKDW�&ULWR�PLJKW�HDVLO\�KDYH�
VDYHG�6RFUDWHV�MXVW�E\�VSHQGLQJ�D�OLWWOH����F����6RFUDWHV�WXUQV�&ULWR¶V�DS-
SHDO�DVLGH�E\�LQVLVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�RQO\�SHRSOH�ZKRVH�RSLQLRQV�VKRXOG�PDWWHU�
WR�WKHP�DUH�WKH�VHQVLEOH�SHRSOH��DQG�QRW�MXVW�WKH�PDQ\��%XW�&ULWR�SHUVLVWV��
WKH�PDQ\�FDQ�GR�WKH�JUHDWHVW�HYLOV�WR�RWKHUV�ZKR�KHDU�RWKHUV�VODQGHUHG�
���G������6RFUDWHV�GHQLHV�WKDW�FODLP�±�WKH�PDQ\�FDQ�QHLWKHU�GR�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
JRRGV�QRU�WKH�JUHDWHVW�HYLOV��IRU�WKH\�FDQ�QHLWKHU�PDNH�RWKHUV�ZLVH�QRU�
LJQRUDQW��EXW�RQO\�DFW�RQ�ZKLPV����G������

$W� WKLV� MXQFWXUH�� UHDGHUV�PLJKW�ZLVK� WKDW�&ULWR� REMHFWHG� WKDW� WKH�
PDQ\�PRVW�FHUWDLQO\�FRXOG�LQIHFW�RWKHUV�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�LJQRUDQFH��EXW�

3 $OO�WUDQVODWLRQV�RI�3ODWR�KHUHLQ�DUH�WKRVH�RI�%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK������
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LQVWHDG�KH�JUDQWV�6RFUDWHV¶� �GXELRXV��FODLP��DQG�PDNHV�PRUH�VSHFL¿F�
ZKDW� FRQFHUQV� KLP�� 6RFUDWHV� VKRXOGQ¶W� EH� FRQFHUQHG� WKDW� LI� KH� GRHV�
OHDYH�� KLV� IULHQGV� ZLOO� EH� KRXQGHG� E\� Ƞੂ� ıȣțȠĳȐȞĲĮȚ� DQG� FRXOG� EH�
IRUFHG� WR� ©IRUIHLW� HLWKHU� DOO� RXU� SURSHUW\�� RU� TXLWH� D� ELW� RI�PRQH\�� RU�
VX൵HU�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�WKLQJVª����H������&ULWR�LQVLVWV�
that Socrates should ignore all of that because by helping Socrates to es-
FDSH�©ZH¶UH�GRLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJª����D����%XW�6RFUDWHV�UHPDLQV�XQFRQ-
YLQFHG��DQG�UHVSRQGV�WKDW�KH�LV��LQGHHG��ZRUULHG�DERXW�VXFK�WKLQJV��DQG�
PDQ\�RWKHUV��DV�ZHOO����D������&ULWR�EUXVKHV�6RFUDWHV¶�UHVSRQVH�DVLGH��
WKH�ıȣțȠĳȐȞĲĮȚ�DUH�HDVLO\�SDLG�R൵��KH�FODLPV����D��E����DQG�EHVLGHV��WKH�
PRQH\�ZRXOGQ¶W� MXVW�EH�FRPLQJ� IURP�&ULWR��EXW� VHYHUDO�RWKHUV�ZRXOG�
DOVR�FRQWULEXWH����E������7KLV�LV�WKH�ODVW�ZH�KHDU�DERXW�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�Ƞੂ�
ıȣțȠĳȐȞĲĮȚ��DQG�&ULWR�QRZ�DOVR�FKDQJHV�KLV�DUJXPHQW�

6RFUDWHV� VKRXOG� HVFDSH�� KH� QRZ� FODLPV�� EHFDXVH� E\� VWD\LQJ�� KH�
ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�EHWUD\�KLPVHOI��EXW�DOVR�DFW�DV�DQ�DFFRPSOLFH�DQG�HQ-
DEOHU�IRU�WKH�HYLO�EHLQJ�GRQH�WR�KLP�E\�KLV�HQHPLHV����F������&ULWR�WKHQ�
VKLIWV�WKH�IRFXV�WR�6RFUDWHV¶�VRQV��E\�DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\��6RF-
UDWHV�ZLOO�EHWUD\�WKHP�DQG�FRQGHPQ�WKHP�WR�ZKDW�XVXDOO\�KDSSHQV�WR�
RUSKDQV��©(LWKHU�\RX� VKRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��RU�\RX� VKRXOG� VKDUH� LQ�
WKHLU�OLYHV�E\�QXUWXULQJ�DQG�HGXFDWLQJ�FRPSOHWHO\ª����G������%RWK�6RF-
UDWHV�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�ZRXOG�EH�GLVJUDFHG�DV�DFWLQJ�IURP�©VRPH�IDXOW�DQG�
FRZDUGLFHª��țĮțȓ઺�ĲȚȞ੿�țĮ੿�ਕȞĮȞįȡȓ઺����H���LI�WKH\�GR�QRW�HQVXUH�WKDW�
Socrates leaves.

(DFK�RI�WKHVH�DUJXPHQWV��LW�LV�SODLQ��DUH�GLUHFW�DSSHDOV�WR�ZKDW�&UL-
WR� WDNHV� WR�EH� WKH� DSSURSULDWH�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ� FRQFHUQV� WKDW�6RFUDWHV�
VKRXOG�DFNQRZOHGJH�DV�VX൶FLHQW�JURXQGV�IRU�KLV�HVFDSH��,I�KH�UHIXVHV��
LW�ZLOO�RQO\�EH�RXW�RI�ZKDW�&ULWR�UHJDUGV�DV�WKH�IDXOW\�VRUW�RI�HJRLVP��
LQVWHDG�RI�GRLQJ�ZKDW¶V�ULJKW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�UHO\�RQ�KLP��6RFUDWHV�ZRXOG�
MXVW�EH�WDONLQJ�WKH�©OD]LHVW�ZD\�RXWª��Ĳ੹�૧઺șȣȝȩĲĮĲĮ����G����$V�VXFK��
&ULWR¶V�FRPSODLQWV�KHUH�JR�GLUHFWO\�WR�P\�WRSLF��LQ�UHPDLQLQJ�LQ�SULVRQ�
DQG�UHIXVLQJ� WR�HVFDSH��GRHV�6RFUDWHV�DFWXDOO\�FRQ¿UP�WKH�FRPSODLQW�
that he is an egoist – selecting the course of action that he regards as 
EHVW�IRU�KLPVHOI��EXW�RQO\�DW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRVW�WR�RWKHUV��ZKRVH�LQWHUHVWV�
KH�UHDOO\�VKRXOG�UHJDUG�DV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�KLV�RZQ"

,QLWLDOO\��6RFUDWHV�GRHV�QRW� WDNH�XS�&ULWR¶V�VSHFL¿F�DSSHDOV� WR� WKH�
ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV��EXW�LQVWHDG�LQVLVWV�WKDW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WKH\�PXVW�DQVZHU�
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LV�ZKHWKHU� VWD\LQJ� RU� HVFDSLQJ� LV� WKH� ULJKW� WKLQJ� WR� GR� ���E������ %XW�
WKLV�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�LVVXH�WKDW�&ULWR�ZDV�LQVLVWLQJ�XSRQ��KH�ZDV�JLYLQJ�
UHDVRQV�±�UHDVRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�VHHP�ERWK�FUHGLEOH�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PRVW�
SHRSOH�±�IRU�ZK\�6RFUDWHV¶�OHDYLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�WR�GR��DQG�
VWD\LQJ�� WKH�ZURQJ� WKLQJ� WR� GR��7KH� UXOHV� RI� SKLORVRSKLFDO� GLVFRXUVH�
ZRXOG�VHHP�WR�UHTXLUH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�PXVW�refute�&ULWR¶V�UHDVRQV��LI�KLV�
GHFLVLRQ�WR�VWD\�LV�WKH�ULJKW�RQH�DIWHU�DOO��%XW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�PHHW�&ULWR¶V�
REMHFWLRQV�GLUHFWO\�DQG�H[SOLFLWO\��6RFUDWHV�LQVWHDG�HOHFWV�WR�LQVLVW�WKDW�
KH�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�KLV�FXVWRPDU\�SUDFWLFH�RI�©EHLQJ�SHUVXDGHG�E\�QRWKLQJ�
EXW�WKH�UHDVRQ�WKDW�DSSHDUV�EHVW�WR�PH�ZKHQ�,¶YH�FRQVLGHUHG�LWª����E��
����:KDW�WKHQ�IROORZV�LV�WKH�DUJXPHQW�,�VNHWFKHG�HDUOLHU��ZKLFK�VHHPV�
WR�VDWLVI\�&ULWR��WRR��DV�VKRZLQJ�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�ZURQJ�IRU�6RFUDWHV�WR�
HVFDSH�±�DQG�WKXV��E\�LPSOLFDWLRQ��DOVR�ZURQJ�IRU�&ULWR�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�
WR�HQDEOH�VXFK�DQ�DFWLRQ����F��G����6RFUDWHV�FODLPV�WKDW�LI�WKLV�UHDOO\�LV�
the result of the best reasoning available to them, then all of the con-
VLGHUDWLRQV� WKDW�&ULWR� KDG� EURXJKW� XS� HDUOLHU� ±� DERXW� WKH� ULVNV� WR� KLV�
IULHQGV¶�¿QDQFHV�DQG�UHSXWDWLRQV��DQG�DERXW�UDLVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�±�DUH�UHDOO\�
no better than the sorts of popular appeals that good people should not 
WDNH�VHULRXVO\����F�����

3ODWR¶V�UHDGHUV�PLJKW�¿QG�WKLV�UHVSRQVH�LQDGHTXDWH��)URP�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
6RFUDWHV�¿QGV�JRRG�UHDVRQV�DJDLQVW�HVFDSLQJ��LW�GRHV�QRW�VLPSO\�IROORZ�
that the reasons for escaping that Crito had given are thereby proven false 
RU�XQLPSRUWDQW��,QVWHDG��RQH�PLJKW�¿QG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�DSSDUHQWO\�VLJ-
QL¿FDQW�UHDVRQV�IRU�DQG�DOVR�DJDLQVW�D�FHUWDLQ�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ�WR�EH�EHVW�
UHJDUGHG�DV�JURXQGV�IRU�LQGHFLVLRQ�DERXW�ZKDW�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ�RQH�VKRXOG�
IROORZ��%XW�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�KH�GRHV��6RFUDWHV�GRHV�QRW�ZKRO-
O\�VKUXJ�R൵�WKH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�WKDW�&ULWR�KDG�SURSRVHG��)RU�RQH�WKLQJ��LI�
ZKDW�&ULWR�ZHUH�SURSRVLQJ�±�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�OHDYH�$WKHQV�DQG�JR�LQWR�H[LOH�
±�ZHUH�UHDOO\�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�WR�GR��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VWD\�DQG�EH�H[HFXWHG��WKHQ�
Socrates should have proposed that outcome as his counterpenalty, and 
KLV�IDLOXUH�WR�GR�WKDW�DW�WKH�WULDO�PXVW�QRZ�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�IDXOW�WKDW�KH�
VKRXOG�EH�DVKDPHG�RI����F������&ULWR�VHHPHG�WR�LJQRUH�WKLV�LPSOLFDWLRQ�RI�
ZKDW�KH�LV�QRZ�SURSRVLQJ��DQG�GRHV�QRW�UHVSRQG�WR�6RFUDWHV�KDYLQJ�WKH�
SHUVRQL¿HG�ODZV�RI�$WKHQV�PDNLQJ�WKLV�FRPSODLQW�

&ULWR�KDV�DOVR�FRPSODLQHG�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�RZQ�UHSXWDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�
sullied if he did not choose to leave, but Socrates also directly responds 
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WR�WKLV�FODLP�E\�KDYLQJ�WKH�ODZV�LQVLVW�WKDW�E\�OHDYLQJ��6RFUDWHV�ZRXOG�
PDNH�KLPVHOI�D�©ODXJKLQJVWRFNª��țĮĲĮȖȑȜĮıĲȠȢ����D����7KLV��WRR��KDV�
FOHDU�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�ZKDW�&ULWR�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�ZHUH�SURSRVLQJ�WR�GR��
%XW�6RFUDWHV�WDNHV�WKH�DUJXPHQW�IXUWKHU�DQG�QRZ�DGGUHVVHV�&ULWR¶V�LQL-
WLDO�DUJXPHQWV�TXLWH�GLUHFWO\��6RFUDWHV�KDV�WKH�ODZV�UHPLQG�&ULWR�WKDW�KH�
DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�SURVHFXWHG�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�HLWKHU�H[LOHG�
RU�KDYH�WKHLU�SURSHUW\�WDNHQ����D��E����:KHUHDV�&ULWR�KDG�HDUOLHU�FRP-
SODLQHG�WKDW�LI�KH�VWD\HG�6RFUDWHV�ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\�EH�DVVLVWLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�
VRXJKW�WR�GHVWUR\�KLP��6RFUDWHV�KDV�WKH�ODZV�VD\�WKDW��RQ�WKH�FRQWUDU\��
LI�KH�ZHUH� WR� OHDYH��E\�SURYLQJ�KLPVHOI� WR�EH�D� ODZEUHDNHU��KH�ZRXOG�
DFWXDOO\�©FRQ¿UP�IRU�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�MXU\�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ��VR�WKH\¶OO�
WKLQN�WKH\�GHFLGHG�WKH�FDVH�FRUUHFWO\ª����E��F����$QG�¿QDOO\��DV�IRU�&UL-
WR¶V�FRPSODLQW�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�ZRXOG�EH�DEDQGRQLQJ�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��WKH�ODZV�
LQVLVW��RQ�WKH�FRQWUDU\��WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�GR�WKHP�DQ\�JRRG�E\�GUDJJLQJ�
WKHP�R൵�WR�7KHVVDO\�DV�H[LOHV��+LV�IULHQG�ZRXOG�VXUHO\�WDNH�JRRG�FDUH�
RI�WKHP�LI�KH�OHIW�IRU�7KHVVDO\�DORQH��VR�ZK\�VKRXOG�KH�H[SHFW�KLV�IULHQG�
QRW�WR�WDNH�WKH�VDPH�FDUH�IRU�WKHP�LI�KH�JRHV��LQVWHDG��WR�+DGHV����D��
E��"� 6RFUDWHV� KDV� WKH�/DZV� GUDZ� D� FRQFOXVLRQ� WKDW� JRHV� ULJKW� WR� WKH�
claim Crito had sought to establish in his earlier arguments: Crito had 
FODLPHG�WKDW�ERWK�6RFUDWHV�DQG�DOVR�KLV�FRPSDQLRQV�ZRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�R൵�
LI�KH�HVFDSHG��%XW�DV�WKH�ODZV�FRQFOXGH�WKHLU�VSHHFK��WKH\�VD\�WKH�H[DFW�
RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW�&ULWR�KDG�VDLG�

1HLWKHU�ZLOO�LW�DSSHDU�WKDW�LW�ZDV�EHWWHU�RU�PRUH�MXVW�RU�PRUH�SLRXV�
for you or for any of your companions here that you did this, […] 
KDYLQJ�PLVWUHDWHG�WKRVH�ZKRP�\RX�RXJKW�OHDVW�RI�DOO�WR�KDUP�±�
\RXUVHOI��\RXU�IULHQGV��\RXU�FRXQWU\��DQG�XV��Cri����E��F���

6RFUDWHV¶�UHIXWDWLRQ�RI�&ULWR¶V�DUJXPHQWV�PD\�VHHP�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�VRPH-
ZKDW�LQGLUHFW��EXW�LW�LV�QRW��DIWHU�DOO��WKDW�6RFUDWHV�VLPSO\�FRQWUDVWHG�KLV�
RZQ�UHDVRQV�WR�WKH�RQHV�&ULWR�KDG�JLYHQ��,QVWHDG��6RFUDWHV�JLYHV�UHD-
sons that are based on agreements that he and Crito had long held, and 
ZKLFK�6RFUDWHV�WDNHV�WR�FRXQW�QRW�VLPSO\�DV�UHDVRQV�WR�UHDFK�WKH�RSSR-
VLWH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�&ULWR�ZDV�XUJLQJ��EXW�DOVR�DV�LPSO\LQJ�WKH�
UHMHFWLRQ�RI�HDFK�RI�WKH�DUJXPHQWV�WKDW�&ULWR�LQLWLDOO\�PDGH��,W�ZRXOG�QRW�
RQO\�QRW�EH�LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�WR�HVFDSH��LW�ZRXOG�DOVR�QRW�EH�
LQ�KLV�IULHQGV¶�LQWHUHVW�WR�SURPRWH�VXFK�DQ�LQMXVWLFH��0RUHRYHU��LW�ZRXOG�
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QRW�DW�DOO�VHUYH�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�VRQV�WR�KDYH�KLV�IDWKHU�DQG�KLV�
IDWKHU¶V�IULHQG�SHUSHWUDWH�WKH�LQMXVWLFH�RI�HVFDSH��0RGHUQ�UHDGHUV�PD\�
be less convinced by the arguments that Socrates puts into the mouths 
RI�WKH�ODZV�RI�$WKHQV�WKDQ�6RFUDWHV�FODLPV�WR�EH����G�����4�%XW�LI�P\�
DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKRVH�DUJXPHQWV�LV�FRUUHFW��WKHQ�QRWKLQJ�LQ�ZKDW�;HQR-
SKRQ�RU�3ODWR�KDYH� WR� VD\�DERXW�6RFUDWHV¶�EHKDYLRU�DW�KLV� WULDO�RU�KLV�
DFFHSWDQFH�RI�WKH�VHQWHQFH�RI�GHDWK�LQGLFDWHV�HLWKHU�WKDW�KH�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�
WR�VDFUL¿FH�VHOI�LQWHUHVW�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�RWKHUV¶�LQWHUHVWV��QRU�WKDW�KLV�ODVW�
GD\V�VKRZHG�DQ\�QHJOHFW�IRU�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV�HYHQ�DV�KH�SXUVXHG�
KLV�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVW��7R�SXW�LW�VOLJKWO\�GL൵HUHQWO\��,�KDYH�IRXQG�QR�UHD-
VRQ�KHUHLQ�QRW�WR�UHJDUG�6RFUDWHV¶�HXGDLPRQLVP�DV�HJRLVWLF��%XW�QHLWKHU�
KDYH�,�IRXQG�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�KH�VDLG�RU�GLG�LQ�KLV�¿QDO�GD\V�DV�HYLGHQFH�RI�
D�GHSORUDEOH�IRUP�RI�HJRLVP�±�RQH�WKDW�JODGO\�RU�ZLOOLQJO\�VDFUL¿FHV�WKH�
LQWHUHVWV�RI�RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�RQH¶V�RZQ��,I�WKHUH�LV�HYLGHQFH�LQ�RXU�
VRXUFHV�IRU�HLWKHU�RI�WKHVH�WZR�FRQFOXVLRQV��DFFRUGLQJO\��LW�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�
EH�IRXQG�HOVHZKHUH�
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