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;(123+21¶6�62&5$7(6� 
ON CONCERN FOR FRIENDS:  

MEMORABILIA II 6

MRVW�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�UHFRJQL]H�WZR�EURDG�VRXUFHV�RI�PRWLYDWLRQ��FRQ-
FHUQ�IRU�RQH¶V�RZQ�ZHOIDUH�DQG�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKDW�RI�RWKHUV��;HQR-

SKRQ¶V�6RFUDWHV�LV�W\SLFDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�D�SV\FKRORJLFDO�HJRLVW�±�VRPH-
RQH�ZKR�DFFHSWV� WKH� IRUPHU�DV�D�JHQXLQH� VRXUFH�RI�PRWLYDWLRQ�ZKLOH�
UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�ODWWHU��,Q�UHFHQW�ZRUN��ZH�FKDOOHQJH�WKDW�UHDGLQJ�1 Specif-
LFDOO\��ZH�UHMHFW�WKH�HJRLVWLF�UHDGLQJ�RI�Mem. III 9, 4, the one passage 
RI�;HQRSKRQ¶V�6RFUDWLF�ZULWLQJV�ZLGHO\� VHHQ�DV�DQ�H[SOLFLW� VWDWHPHQW�
RI�HJRLVP��$EVHQW�VXFK�D�VWDWHPHQW��ZH�DUJXH��WKHUH�LV�QR�FRPSHOOLQJ�
reason to construe other passages egoistically – to demand, for instance, 
WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDUH�D�PRWKHU�WDNHV�IRU�KHU�LQIDQW��,,�
������EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�PRWKHU¶V�FRQFHUQ�IRU�herself; or that 
KLV�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�EHLQJ�D�JRRG�OHDGHU�DPRXQWV�WR�PDNLQJ�RQH¶V�IROORZHUV�
KDSS\��,,,�������EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�OHDGHU¶V�FRQFHUQ�IRU�him-
self��2QH�VKRXOG�LQVWHDG�WDNH�WKH�DSSDUHQW�HPSKDVLV�RI�WKRVH�SDVVDJHV�DW�
IDFH�YDOXH�DQG�DFNQRZOHGJH�D�JHQXLQH�FRQFHUQ�IRU�RWKHUV�LQ�;HQRSKRQ�

)RU�DQ\RQH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�JR�WKDW�IDU�ZLWK�XV��ZH�R൵HU�D�IXUWKHU�SLHFH�RI�
FRQ¿UPLQJ�HYLGHQFH��:KHQ�6RFUDWHV�GLVFXVVHV�IULHQGVKLS��KH�GRHV�VR�
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�PDNHV�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�ERWK�SDUWLHV�FHQWUDO�WR�RQH¶V�XQGHU-
standing of the value of friendship. That is especially prominent in the 
H[WHQGHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�Mem. ,,����WR�ZKLFK�ZH�QRZ�WXUQ�2

1 Jones & Sharma 2018.
2 &RPSDUH�YDQ�%HUNHO�������ZKLFK�DUJXHV�WKDW�JRRG�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�IULHQGV�IRFXV�RQ�
ORQJ�WHUP�PXWXDO�EHQH¿W�UDWKHU�WKDQ�VKRUW�WHUP��HVSHFLDOO\�]HUR�VXP��WUDQVDFWLRQV��
9DQ�%HUNHO�EULHÀ\�GLVFXVVHV�RXU�IRFDO�SDVVDJH��Mem. II 6, rightly emphasizing the 
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VHOI�FRQWURO��enkràteia��DV�XQGHUZULWLQJ� WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�JHQXLQHO\�
good friendships.



5ඎඌඌൾඅඅ�(��-ඈඇൾඌ��5ൺඏං�6ඁൺඋආൺ

234

7KH�QDUUDWRU¶V�SXUSRVH�LQ�,,���LV�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�6RFUDWHV�DGYLVHG�RWKHUV�
DV�WR�ZKDW�VRUWV�RI�IULHQGV�DUH�ZRUWK�DFTXLULQJ��,Q�FRQYHUVLQJ�ZLWK�&ULWR-
bulus,3�6RFUDWHV¶�RSHQLQJ�PRYH��,,���������LV�WR�FRQVLGHU�EURDGO\�WKH�TXDO-
LWLHV�GHVLUDEOH�LQ�D�IULHQG��+LV�SRLQW�LV�FRPPRQVHQVLFDO��VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�
XQGLVFLSOLQHG��PRQH\�JUXEELQJ��VHOI�FHQWHUHG��RU�TXDUUHOVRPH�ZLOO�QRW�GR�
ZKDW�RXJKW�WR�EH�GRQH��,QVWHDG��WKH�RSSRVLWH�TXDOLWLHV�DUH�WR�EH�VRXJKW�

%XW�KRZ�GRHV�RQH�DWWUDFW�IULHQGV�ZKR�DUH�WKXV�ZRUWKZKLOH"�:H�FDQ�
MXGJH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�D�SURVSHFWLYH�IULHQG�E\�VHHLQJ�KRZ�VKH�KDV�WUHDWHG�
SDVW�DQG�FXUUHQW�IULHQGV��,,����������$QG�ZKHQ�ZH�¿QG�VRPHRQH�ZKRVH�
IULHQGVKLS�ZH�ZDQW�WR�DFTXLUH��ZH�FDQ�EHVW�GR�VR�E\�SUDLVLQJ�KHU�JRRG�
TXDOLWLHV�DQG�GRLQJ�VRPH�JRRG�IRU�KHU��,,������൵����7KH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�KHUH�
LV�WKDW�RQH�PXVW�RQHVHOI�EHFRPH�JRRG��,,��������

Critobulus had assumed that bad people might attract good friends: 
DIWHU�DOO��KH�KDV�VHHQ�SRRU�RUDWRUV�EHIULHQG�H[FHOOHQW�VSHDNHUV�DQG�WKRVH�
ZLWKRXW� WDFWLFDO� NQRZOHGJH�EHIULHQG�JUHDW� JHQHUDOV� �,,� ��� �����6RFUDWHV�
UHVSRQGV�E\�SRLQWLQJ�RXW�WKDW�&ULWREXOXV�NQRZV�RI�QR�FDVH�RI�D�XVHOHVV�
SHUVRQ�PDNLQJ�XVHIXO�IULHQGV��,,�������������3UHVXPDEO\��IULHQGV�QHHGQ¶W�
EHQH¿W�RQH�DQRWKHU�in the same ways�±�WKH�IULHQGV�RI�DQ�RUDWRU�QHHGQ¶W�
EHQH¿W�KLP�LQ�WKH�DVVHPEO\��QRU� WKH�IULHQGV�RI�D�JHQHUDO�RQ�WKH�EDWWOH-
¿HOG��EXW�QR�RQH�ZRXOG�ZLOOLQJO\�EHIULHQG�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDVQ¶W�XVHIXO�at 
all.4�<HW�ZKDW�EHQH¿W�GR�HVWLPDEOH�SHRSOH��WKH�kalòi k’agathòi5��FRQIHU�RQ�

3 Dorion points out that Xenophon chooses as interlocutor the close companion of 
6RFUDWHV� ZKR� LV� PRVW� GHSULYHG� RI� VHOI�FRQWURO� DQG� WKXV�PRVW� LQ� QHHG� RI� JHQXLQH�
IULHQGV��6HH�%DQGLQL�	�'RULRQ�����D�����������QRWH����DQG��IRU�WKH�HYLGHQFH�FRQFHUQ-
ing Critobulus, 194-195, note 6.
4 $FFRUGLQJ�WR�7DPLRODNL��������������6RFUDWHV¶�LQVLVWHQFH�WKDW�IULHQGV�EH�XVHIXO�JHWV�
KLP�LQ�WURXEOH��6KH�ZULWHV��FLWLQJ�,,�������LQ�VXSSRUW���©2QH�RI�WKH�DFFXVDWLRQV�UDLVHG�
DJDLQVW�6RFUDWHV�ZDV�WKDW�KH�SXW�WRR�PXFK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�XWLOLW\�RI�IULHQGVª��7KLV��
WKRXJK��LV�D�PLVGHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUJH��ZKLFK�LV�UDWKHU�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�DOLHQDWHG�WKH�
D൵HFWLRQV�RI�\RXQJ�PHQ�IURP�WKHLU�FORVHVW�UHODWLRQV�E\�OHDGLQJ�WKHP�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�KH�
KDG�PRUH�WR�R൵HU�WKHP�WKDQ�WKHLU�NLQ��,W�LV�UDWKHU�HDV\�WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�GHHPSKDVL]LQJ�
IDPLO\� UHODWLRQV�ZRXOG�FDXVH�D� VWLU��EXW�GL൶FXOW� WR�HQYLVLRQ� WKH�$WKHQLDQV�JHWWLQJ�
upset by the idea that friends should be useful to one another.
5 %HYLODFTXD������WDNHV�WKLV�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�élite, and reads II 6, 22-26 
DV�D�SURSRVDO�IRU�DQ�ROLJDUFKLF�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��RU��PLQLPDOO\��de facto oligarchic control 
ZLWKLQ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�V\VWHP���7KH�SKUDVH�µkalòi k’agathòi¶�FDQ�RI�FRXUVH�UHIHU�WR�DQ�
élite�FODVV��EXW�ZH�GR�QRW�WKLQN�LW�XVXDOO\�GRHV�VR�LQ�;HQRSKRQ¶V�6RFUDWLF�ZULWLQJV��,Q�
WKLV�FKDSWHU��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�WKH�WHUP�LV�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�,,��������LWV�VHQVH�LV�SUHSDUHG�
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RQH�DQRWKHU"�&ULWREXOXV�LV�UHDG\�WR�FRQFHGH�WKDW�WKRVH�ODFNLQJ�LQ�YLUWXH�
FDQQRW�EH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�DQ\RQH��HLWKHU�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�RU�ZLWK�WKH�JRRG��
%XW�KH�VHHV�JRRG�SHRSOH�RIWHQ�YLH�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�DQG�WUHDW�RQH�DQRWKHU�
quite roughly – a phenomenon replicated at the level of cities. What good 
people are vying for is political prominence, and their envy of one another 
SURGXFHV�KDWUHG�DQG�OHDYHV�QR�URRP�IRU�JRRG�ZLOO�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�RQH�
DQRWKHU��,,���������,I�HYHQ�WKH�JRRG�DUH�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��WKHQ�SHU-
KDSV�&ULWREXOXV�VKRXOG�GHVSDLU�RI�PDNLQJ�IULHQGV��,,��������

5DWKHU� WKDQ�JUDQW�&ULWREXOXV¶�REVHUYDWLRQ�6 Socrates articulates a 
FRQFHSWLRQ�RI� YLUWXH�ZKLFK� LPSOLHV� WKDW� JRRG�SHRSOH� GRQ¶W� DFW� LQ� WKH�
ZD\�&ULWREXOXV�GHVFULEHV��7KH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�LV�RI�FRXUVH�WKDW�&ULWREXOXV�
confuses prominent and respected citizens for genuinely good ones. Af-
WHU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�IRUFHV�LQ�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�WKDW�PDNH�IRU�IHOORZ�IHHOLQJ�
�SLW\��GHVLUH�IRU�KHOS�IURP�RWKHUV��WKH�LPSXOVH�WR�FRRSHUDWH�IRU�PXWXDO�
EHQH¿W��DQG�WKH�JUDWLWXGH�WKDW�QDWXUDOO\�IROORZV�IURP�WKHVH��DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKRVH�WKDW�PDNH�IRU�HQPLW\��WKH�VWULIH��DQJHU��ORYH�RI�JDLQ��DQG�HQY\�WKDW�
FRPH�IURP�FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�OLPLWHG�JRRGV�OLNH�FLYLF�GLVWLQFWLRQ�DQG�PD-
WHULDO�HQMR\PHQWV��,,��������7�6RFUDWHV�PDNHV�WKH�FUXFLDO�SRLQW�

$PRQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKRP� 6RFUDWHV� GHHPV� HVWLPDEOH� IULHQGVKLS�
©VOLSV� WKURXJKª��,,���������SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW� WKHLU�

for by the primarily ethical discussion that precedes. While II 6, 22-26 is clearly 
SROLWLFDO�LQ�QDWXUH��ZH�UHDG�LW�DV�R൵HULQJ�SROLWLFDO�UHDVRQV�IRU�FXOWLYDWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�
JRRGQHVV�±�UHDVRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�UHOHYDQW�XQGHU�PRVW�SROLWLFDO�FRQVWLWXWLRQV�±�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�DV�D�VSHFL¿FDOO\�SROLWLFDO�SURSRVDO��ROLJDUFKLF�RU�RWKHUZLVH��
6 It is crucial to recognize that the foregoing is Critobulus’�REVHUYDWLRQ��7DPLRODNL�DV-
FULEHV�LW�WR�6RFUDWHV��������������©6RFUDWHV�PDNHV�WKH�DVWRQLVKLQJ�FODLP�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�
GR�PRUDO�PHQ�RIWHQ�TXDUUHO�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��EXW�DOVR�µPRUDO¶�poleis». That distorts the 
mechanics of the conversation and, in consequence, its philosophical upshot, since 
WKH�FRUUHFWLYH�QDWXUH�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�UHSO\�LV�WKHUHE\�REVFXUHG�
7 :LWK�0DUFKDQW�DQG�RWKHU�WUDQVODWRUV��ZH�UHDG�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�FRQÀLFW�LQ�,,�������
WR�GHVFULEH�D�VLQJOH�GHYHORSPHQW��ZKHUHE\�D�FRPPRQ�MXGJPHQW�DV� WR�ZKDW� LV�¿QH�
DQG�SOHDVXUDEOH�SURGXFHV�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�HYHQWXDOO\�OHDGV�WR�VWULIH��DQJHU��HQPLW\��DQG�
MHDORXV\��'RULRQ��IROORZLQJ�7DOERW�� WDNHV�VHYHUDO�SURFHVVHV� WR�EH�DW� LVVXH��DW� WLPHV�
SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKH�VDPH�DERXW�WKH�¿QH�DQG�SOHDVDQW��DQG�WKH\�FRPSHWH�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�
IRU�LW��ZKLOH�DW�WLPHV�WKH\�RSSRVH�RQH�DQRWKHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�GL൵HUHQW�YLHZV��6HH�
%DQGLQL�	�'RULRQ�����D�������QRWH����2Q�WKH�WHQGHQFLHV�WKDW�OHDG�WR�HQPLW\��FRPSDUH�
WKH�VFDWKLQJ�MXGJPHQW�RI�3HULFOHV��VRQ�RI�WKH�IDPRXV�3HULFOHV��DJDLQVW�WKH�$WKHQLDQ�
citizenry at III 5, 16-17.
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ZHOO�EHLQJ�LV�QRW�VHUYHG�E\�WKH�XQUHVWULFWHG�SXUVXLW�RI�KRQRUV�DQG�SOHD�
VXUHV��7KH\�FKRRVH�PRGHUDWLRQ�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV��ZKLFK�UHVXOWV�LQ�OHVV�SDLQ��
PRUH�SOHDVXUH��WKH�DELOLW\�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�IULHQGV¶�QHHGV�8 and the capacity 
WR�KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�QHHGV�PHW�E\�WKHLU�IULHQGV�9�%HFDXVH�RI�WKHVH�H൵HFWV��
YLUWXH�DOVR�PDNHV�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�JRRG�WR�ZRUN�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�RQ�D�
larger scale in political activities, their trust and mutual concern leading 
WR�H൵HFWLYHQHVV��1RWH� WKDW� WKHLU�PRWLYHV�ZLOO�EH�D�PL[�RI�VHOI�UHJDUG-
LQJ�DQG�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�RQHV��WKRXJK�WKH�ODWWHU�DUH�HPSKDVL]HG��*RRG�
SHRSOH�ZLOO�VHHN�UXOH�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI��a��DYRLGLQJ�VX൵HULQJ�LQMXVWLFH�� 

8 Observing that Socrates considers the good to be useful to one another, rather than 
WR�RWKHUV�JHQHUDOO\��'RULRQ��%DQGLQL�	�'RULRQ�����D�������QRWH����FI�������QRWH����VXJ-
gests as the underlying reason that Xenophon accepts a doctrine of helping friends 
DQG�KDUPLQJ�HQHPLHV��ZLWK�WKLV�EHLQJ�WKH�µKHOSLQJ�IULHQGV¶�SDUW��2I�WKH�WKUHH�JRDOV�
RI�WKRVH�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SROLWLFV��,,���������SURWHFWLQJ�RQHVHOI�IURP�LQMXVWLFH�DQG�
EHQH¿WWLQJ�RQH¶V�IULHQGV�DUH�WKXV�SULPDU\��DQG�LW�LV�RQO\�RQFH�RQH�LV�LQ�SRZHU�WKDW�RQH�
FRQVLGHUV�GRLQJ�JRRG�IRU�RQH¶V�FRXQWU\��$JDLQVW�WKDW�UHDGLQJ��ZH�¿QG�QR�LQGLFDWLRQ�LQ�
the passage that the good are useful only�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��7KH�UHDVRQ�6RFUDWHV�VSHDNV�
solely of their being useful to one another is that Critobulus has called into question 
the very possibility of cooperation among the good. Socrates is directly responding 
WR�WKDW�SRLQW��EXW�QRWKLQJ�KH�VD\V�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�WR�UXOH�RXW�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKHLU�
SROLWLFDO�PRWLYHV�H[WHQG�from the outset beyond themselves and their friends to their 
IHOORZ�FLWL]HQV�JHQHUDOO\��$QG�LI�WKDW�LV�VR��QRWKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�VXSSRUWV�DQ\WKLQJ�
OLNH�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�GRFWULQH�RI�KHOSLQJ�IULHQGV�DQG�KDUPLQJ�HQHPLHV��D�GRFWULQH��ZH�
DUJXH�LQ�-RQHV�	�6KDUPD�������;HQRSKRQ¶V�6RFUDWHV�UHMHFWV��
9 7KLV�LV�WUXH�DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�FLWLHV��WRR��1RWH�6RFUDWHV¶�QRW�VR�VXEWOH�GLJ�DW�$WKHQLDQ�
LPSHULDO� SROLF\� �,,� ��� ���� JRRG� SHRSOH� ©FKRRVH�PRGHUDWH� SRVVHVVLRQV�ZLWKRXW� WRLO�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�FRQWURO�RYHU�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKURXJK�ZDUª��DQG�FRPSDUH�3HULFOHV�DW�7KXF��,,��
�������HVSHFLDOO\�,,��������ZKHUH�KH�SUDLVHV�WKH�SUHYLRXV�JHQHUDWLRQ�IRU�DFTXLULQJ�WKH�
HPSLUH�©QRW�ZLWKRXW�WRLOª��DQG�WKHQ�LPSOLHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKDW�WKH�FXUUHQW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
VKRXOG�OLNHZLVH�EH�HDJHU�WR�XQGHUWDNH�DQ\�ODERU�RU�VDFUL¿FH�WR�PDLQWDLQ�LW��6HH�DOVR�
WKH�VLPLODU�EXW�QHJDWLYH�MXGJPHQW�RI�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�DERXW�$WKHQV�DW�7KXF��,���������
7DPLRODNL�����������������ULJKWO\�KLJKOLJKWV�WKLV�SROLWLFDO�SRLQW��FLWLQJ�7KXF��,��������
DQG�WKLQNV�LW�VROYHV�D�ULGGOH��ZK\�GRHV�;HQRSKRQ��©ZKR�FRQWLQXDOO\�YDORUL]HV�WRLOª��
KHUH�SUDLVH�PRGHUDWH�SRVVHVVLRQV�ZLWKRXW�WRLO"�+HU�DQVZHU�LV�WKDW�;HQRSKRQ¶V�UHDO�
WDUJHW�LV�$WKHQLDQ�LPSHULDOLVP��QRW�SULYDWH�FRQGXFW��:KLOH�ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�GLVSXWH�WKDW�
;HQRSKRQ�DW�WLPHV�FULWLFL]HV�$WKHQLDQ�LPSHULDOLVP��ZH�would dispute that he praises 
ZLWKRXW�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�WRLO��ZKHWKHU�SULYDWH�RU�SXEOLF���+H�SUDLVHV�LW�RQO\�ZKHQ�LW�OHDGV�
to genuinely good ends. So, in II 1, 18-20, Socrates contrasts the paltry material gains 
WKDW�UHVXOW�IURP�KXQWHUV¶�WRLO�DQG�WKH�WUXO\�ZRUWKZKLOH�RXWFRPH�RI�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�WR�
gain a good friend.
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�b��DVVLVWLQJ�WKHLU�IULHQGV�LQ�MXVW�HQGHDYRUV��DQG��c��GRLQJ�VRPH�JRRG�IRU�
WKHLU�FRXQWU\��,,���������*LYHQ�WKHLU�SXUSRVHV��WKH\�ZLOO�WU\�WR�LQFOXGH�LQ�
WKHLU�FRDOLWLRQ�DV�PDQ\�OLNH�PLQGHG�DQG�FDSDEOH�SHRSOH�DV�SRVVLEOH��VR�
DV�WR�PD[LPL]H�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�IRU�VXFFHVV�

&RQWUDVW�WKHLU�LQFOXVLYH�DWWLWXGH�ZLWK�WKDW�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�VHHN�SRZHU�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�VWHDO��WR�FRPSHO�RWKHUV�DV�WKH\�ZLVK��DQG�WR�UHYHO�LQ�OX[XU\�
�,,���������7KRVH�EDG�DVSLUDQWV�KDYH�DQ�LQFHQWLYH�WR�EH�exclusive, relying 
RQ�DV�IHZ�DOOLHV�DV�WKH\�FDQ�JHW�DZD\�ZLWK��VR�DV�WR�PLQLPL]H�VKDULQJ�
DQG�PD[LPL]H�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�WKH�PDWHULDO�JDLQ�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�SRZHU��
%HWWHU�WR�EH�D�W\UDQW�WKDQ�RQH�RI�PDQ\�PHPEHUV�RI�D�UXOLQJ�SDUW\��$W�
WKH�OHYHO�RI�SROLWLFDO�DFWLRQ��WKHQ��ZH�JHW�DQRWKHU�SRUWUDLW�RI�KRZ�YLUWXH�
D൵HFWV�PRWLYDWLRQ�DQG�DFWLRQ��%\�VKDSLQJ�RQH¶V�HQGV��YLUWXH�RSHQV�XS�
the possibility of sustained action that is primarily aimed at the good 
RI�RWKHUV��2I�FRXUVH�� WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�UHTXLUH�VXFK�DFWLRQ�XOWLPDWHO\�WR�EH�
VHOI�VDFUL¿FLQJ��7KH�DJHQW��WRR��EHQH¿WV�E\�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�ZHOO�RUGHUHG�FLW\��
E\�MXVWO\�DLGLQJ�KLV�IULHQGV��DQG�E\�DYRLGLQJ�VX൵HULQJ�LQMXVWLFH�KLPVHOI��
Despite some emphasis here on other-regarding aims, the interests of 
WKH�MXVW�SROLWLFLDQ�DQG�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�KLV�IHOORZ�FLWL]HQV�DUH�SURPRWHG�
by the same courses of action.

:H� VHH� WZR�ZD\V� RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH�PHFKDQLVP� E\�ZKLFK� YLU-
tue thus opens up the possibility of friendship among the good. On one, 
6RFUDWHV�LV�DUJXLQJ�WKDW�YLUWXH�HQWDLOV�PRGHUDWLRQ��FI��,,��������©%HFDXVH�
RI�WKHLU�YLUWXH�WKH\�FKRRVH�PRGHUDWH�SRVVHVVLRQV�ZLWKRXW�WRLOª���%\�OLP-
iting the competition over scarce resources, moderation tempers the pas-
VLRQV� WKDW� OHDG� WR�FRQÀLFW� DQG�� LQ� WKHLU� VWHDG�� OLEHUDWHV� WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�
human nature that Socrates deems productive of friendly feeling. For that 
UHDGLQJ��6RFUDWHV¶�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�YLUWXH�QHHG�QRW�EH�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOLVW�RQH��
YLUWXH�FRQVLVWV�HVVHQWLDOO\�LQ�VHOI�FRQWURO��enkràteia���ZKLFK�LV�YDOXDEOH�LQ-
VRIDU�DV�LW�UHVWUDLQV�VRPH�DVSHFWV�RI�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�ZKLOH�QXUWXULQJ�RWKHUV�

On the other interpretation, virtue still fosters moderation, but there 
LV� D�PRUH� FRPSOH[� FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�PRGHUDWLRQ� DQG� ULJKW� DFWLRQ��
Moderation liberates us from acquisitiveness and frees our cooperative 
LPSXOVHV��EXW�WKRVH�LPSXOVHV�QHHG�WR�EH�UH¿QHG�WKURXJK�D�IXUWKHU�SUR-
cess of development, one involving some form of intellectual engage-
ment – presumably one that can be understood on the model of dialec-
tical discussion. On such a reading, Socrates is an intellectualist to the 
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FRUH��DQG�KLV�FRPPHQW�WKDW�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�SRVVHVV�©E\�QDWXUHª�FHUWDLQ�
IULHQGO\�WHQGHQFLHV��,,��������LV�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�RQO\�DV�D�GHFODUDWLRQ�
WKDW�WKH�EHKDYLRUV�6RFUDWHV�ZLOO�UHFRPPHQG�DV�H[SUHVVLYH�RI�YLUWXH�DUH�
not antithetical to all the basic human drives.

1RWKLQJ�GLUHFW�LV�VDLG�WR�VXJJHVW�WKH�ODWWHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��EXW�ZH�IDYRU�
LW�RQ�VHYHUDO�JURXQGV��)LUVW��LW�¿WV�ZLWK�WKH�VWURQJO\�LQWHOOHFWXDOLVW�WHQGHQ-
cies of other passages in the Memorabilia��VHH�IRU�LQVWDQFH�,,,�������DQG�
,������������7KH�IDFW�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�GRHV�QRW�PHQWLRQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOLVP�KHUH�
is hardly surprising: his focus is on the attitudes needed to promote and 
PDLQWDLQ� WKH�ULJKW�VRUW�RI� IULHQGVKLS��QRW�RQ� WKH�NLQG�RI� WUDLQLQJ�QHHG-
ed to cultivate those attitudes. Second, his discussion of civic life in §§ 
������PDNHV�FOHDU�WKDW�HYHQ�HVWLPDEOH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�HQFRXQWHU�VWULIH�DQG�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV��DV�WKH\�YLH�ZLWK�RWKHU�JURXSV�LQ�
WKH�FLW\�LQWHQW�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�DGYDQFHPHQW��(YHQ�D�OLIH�RUJDQL]HG�DURXQG�
WHQGHQFLHV�WKDW�DUH�SURGXFWLYH�RI�IULHQGO\�IHHOLQJ�ZLOO�WKHUHIRUH�WKUHDWHQ�WR�
EH�VZDPSHG�E\�WKRVH�WKDW�SURGXFH�HQPLW\��FLYLF�VWULIH��DQJHU��UHVHQWPHQW�
DW�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�RQH¶V�RSSRQHQWV��DQG�SHUKDSV�D�GHVLUH�WR�GHQ\�RWKHUV�WKH�
resources they need to succeed. Were Socrates pressing a conception of 
YLUWXH�WKDW�WXUQV�RQ�WKH�VHOHFWLYH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�FHUWDLQ�QDWXUDO�SDVVLRQV�
RYHU�RWKHUV�±�DV�WKH�¿UVW�UHDGLQJ�KDV�LW�±�KLV�RZQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZRXOG�H[SRVH�
WKH�QDLYHWp�RI�KLV�SRVLWLRQ��%\�YLHZLQJ�6RFUDWHV�DV�LQVWHDG�FRPPLWWHG�WR�
D�PRUH�FRPSOH[�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�YLUWXH��¿UPO\�URRWHG�LQ�D�UH¿QHG�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKDW�UHDOO\�GRHV�FRQGXFH�WR�KXPDQ�ZHOIDUH��RQH�FDQ�VHH�ZK\�
KH�PLJKW�WKLQN�HVWLPDEOH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�UHWDLQ�WKHLU�FRRSHUDWLYH�VSLULW�HYHQ�
WKURXJK�SHULRGV�RI�LQWHQVH�FLYLF�FRQÀLFW�

,Q� ,,� ��� ��� WKH� IRFXV� VKLIWV�� 6RFUDWHV� H[KRUWV�&ULWREXOXV� WR�ZRUN�
WRZDUG�JRRGQHVV�DQG��WKHUHE\��FDQGLGDF\�IRU�IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK�HVWLPDEOH�
SHRSOH��$V�D�VHOI�SURIHVVHG�H[SHUW�LQ�ORYH��6RFUDWHV�R൵HUV�WR�WDON�WR�SUR-
VSHFWLYH�IULHQGV�RQ�&ULWREXOXV¶�EHKDOI��DQG�DIWHU�DQ�H[FKDQJH�WKDW�DPXV-
LQJO\�UHYHDOV�WKH�ORQJ�ZD\�&ULWREXOXV�KDV�\HW�WR�JR�LQ�PDVWHULQJ�HURWLF�
SOHDVXUH��6RFUDWHV�UHYHDOV�ZKDW�KH�ZLOO�VD\��+H�LV�FDUHIXO�WR�HPSKDVL]H�
�,,�����������WKDW�KH�ZLOO�VD\�WKRVH�WKLQJV�DERXW�&ULWREXOXV�RQO\�RQ�FRQ-
GLWLRQ� WKDW� WKH\�DUH� WUXH��&RXSOHG�ZLWK�KLV�HQFRXUDJHPHQW� WR�EHFRPH�
JRRG��6RFUDWHV¶�DSSHDO�WR�SURVSHFWLYH�IULHQGV�WKXV�VHUYHV�DV�D�OLVW�RI�WKH�
TXDOLWLHV�&ULWREXOXV�VKRXOG�WU\�WR�FXOWLYDWH��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��6RFUDWHV�ZDQWV�
WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VD\�RI�&ULWREXOXV��,,��������
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a) +H� WDNHV� DQ� DFWLYH� FRQFHUQ� IRU� KLV� IULHQGV� DQG� WDNHV� SOHDVXUH� LQ�
nothing more than in good friends.

b) +H�WDNHV�SULGH�LQ�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQWV�RI�KLV�IULHQGV�MXVW�DV�PXFK�DV�LQ�
KLV�RZQ�

c) +H�LV�DV�SOHDVHG�ZKHQ�JRRG�WKLQJV�FRPH�WR�KLV�IULHQGV�DV�KH�LV�ZKHQ�
they come to himself.

d) +H�QHYHU�VWRSV�GHYLVLQJ�ZD\V�WR�DLG�KLV�IULHQGV�LQ�DFKLHYLQJ�DQG�DF-
quiring them.10

e) +H�WDNHV�D�PDQ¶V�YLUWXH�WR�FRQVLVW�LQ�JLYLQJ�PRUH�DLG�WR�KLV�IULHQGV�
than they give to him, and in giving more trouble to his enemies than 
they give to him.

1RWH�WKDW�ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�SURSRVHV�WR�VD\�DERXW�&ULWREXOXV�VWURQJO\�VXJ-
JHVWV�WKDW�ZKHQ�KH�KDV�EHFRPH�JRRG��&ULWREXOXV�ZLOO�EH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�
KLV�IULHQGV�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�VDNHV��DQG�ZLOO�VWULYH�WR�SURPRWH�WKHLU�JRRG��
7KUHH�RI�WKH�¿YH�SRLQWV�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�H൵RUW�&ULWREXOXV�ZLOO�JODGO\�H[-
SHQG�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�KLV�IULHQGV��LW�ZLOO�EH�FRQWLQXRXV��ULJ-
RURXV�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH��+H�LV�DFWLYHO\�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�IULHQGV��QHYHU�
ÀDJV� LQ�GHYLVLQJ�ZD\V� WR�EHQH¿W� WKHP�� DQG� VHHNV� WR�JLYH� WKHP�PRUH�
than he gets from them and to defend them against hostile action.11 The 
RWKHU�WZR�SRLQWV�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�DWWLWXGH�KH�ZLOO�WDNH�WRZDUG�KLV�IULHQGV¶�
DFKLHYHPHQWV�DQG�JRRGV�� DQG� WKH�DWWLWXGH� LV�SDUWLFXODUO\� VWULNLQJ�� WKH�
DFKLHYHPHQWV�DQG�JRRGV�RI�KLV�IULHQGV�VKRXOG�SOHDVH�KLP�DV�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�
KLV� RZQ�12� ,W� LV� GL൶FXOW�� DEVHQW� D� FOHDU� VWDWHPHQW� RI� VHOI�VDFUL¿FH�� WR�
imagine a stronger description of an other-regarding friend. Again, this 
GRHV�QRW�PHDQ� WKDW�DOO� VHOI�LQWHUHVW� LV� FDVW�DVLGH��6RFUDWHV¶�DSSHDO�DV-

10 6WULFWO\�VSHDNLQJ��ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�ZLOO�VD\�LV� WKDW�&ULWREXOXV�QHYHU�VWRSV�GHYLVLQJ�
ZD\V� WR� DLG�KLV� IULHQGV� LQ� DFTXLULQJ�JRRG� WKLQJV��%XW� WDNLQJ� DV�PXFK�SOHDVXUH� LQ�
IULHQGV¶�¿QH�DFKLHYHPHQWV�DV�LQ�RQH¶V�RZQ�LPSOLHV�WKDW�RQH�ZLOO�EHQG�DV�PXFK�H൵RUW�
WR�IRVWHULQJ�WKHLU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�DV�RQH�GRHV�LQ�IRVWHULQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�
11 :H�WDNH�GHIHQVH�DJDLQVW�KRVWLOH�DFWLRQ�WR�EH�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�SKUDVH��©DQG�LQ�JLYLQJ�
PRUH�WURXEOH�WR�KLV�HQHPLHV�WKDQ�WKH\�JLYH�WR�KLPª��7KLV�LV�D�FOHYHU�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�
LGHD�RI�FRPSHWLWLYH�VSLULW�DPRQJ�IULHQGV�ZKR�DWWHPSW�WR�NHHS�XS�LQ�UHQGHULQJ�DLG�WR�
RQH�DQRWKHU��FRPSDUH�,,��������DQG�LW�LV�FORVHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�GHVLUH�QRW�WR�VX൵HU�
LQMXVWLFH��,,���������6HH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�RXU�-RQHV�	�6KDUPD�����������
12 ,QGHHG��WKLV�DWWLWXGH�PD\�UHPLQG�XV�RI�$ULVWRWOH¶V�IDPRXV�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�IULHQG�
DV�©DQRWKHU�VHOIª�
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VXPHV�WKDW�&ULWREXOXV¶�SRWHQWLDO�IULHQGV�ZLOO�EH�DWWUDFWHG�WR�KLP�DW�OHDVW�
LQ�SDUW�EHFDXVH�KH�ZLOO�VWULYH�WR�EHQH¿W�WKHP��0RUHRYHU��SDUW�RI�WKH�UHD-
VRQ�&ULWREXOXV�LV�DWWUDFWHG�WR�WKHVH�SRWHQWLDO�IULHQGV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�LV�
WKDW�KH�H[SHFWV�WKHP�WR�DGRSW�D�VLPLODU�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUG�KLP��6WLOO��ZKDW�
LV�KLJKOLJKWHG�LV�&ULWREXOXV¶�FRQFHUQ�IRU�KLV�IULHQGV¶�ZHOO�EHLQJ��$V�LQ�
WKH�FDVH�RI�SROLWLFDO�DFWLRQ��FRQFHUQ�IRU�RWKHUV�LV�IRUHJURXQGHG�ZLWKRXW�
WKHUH�EHLQJ�D�FOHDQ�VHSDUDWLRQ�IURP�VHOI�LQWHUHVW��ZKDW�LV�JRRG�IRU�RQH�
SDUW\�LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�SURYHV�JRRG�IRU�WKH�RWKHU�DV�ZHOO��DQG�RQH¶V�SUR-
PRWLRQ�RI�WKH�RWKHU¶V�JRRG�WHQGV�WR�UHGRXQG�WR�RQH¶V�RZQ�EHQH¿W��WRR�

Regarding the emphasis on mutual�EHQH¿W��ZH�SURSRVH�WKDW�6RFUDWHV¶�
GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�IULHQGVKLS�¿W�LQWR�D�ODUJHU�SDWWHUQ��6RFUDWHV�UHFRJQL]HV�
WZR�EURDG�VRXUFHV�RI�PRWLYDWLRQ��FRQFHUQ�IRU�RQH¶V�RZQ�ZHOIDUH��DQG�
FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV��,I�KH�FDQ�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�WKRVH�PRWL-
vations align in a particular domain, he can guarantee that our deliber-
DWLRQV�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�D�SDUWLFXODU�NLQG�RI�UHVXOW��)ULHQGVKLS�LV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�
cases. Our other-regarding and self-regarding motivations align, and if 
ZH�UHFRJQL]H�RXU�WUXH�LQWHUHVWV��DQG�WKH�WUXH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�RXU�SURVSHFWLYH�
IULHQGV���ZH�ZLOO�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�ZH�RXJKW�WR�VHHN�RXW�IULHQGV�ZKR�KDYH�
developed and continue to cultivate virtue. Such a strategy is good for 
them and good for us.

$QRWKHU�ZD\�RI�H[SUHVVLQJ�WKH�SRLQW�LV�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�D�WKHRUHWLFDO�SX]-
]OH�WKDW�DULVHV�IRU�6RFUDWHV��6RFUDWHV�LV�D�YLUWXH�LQWHOOHFWXDOLVW��KH�WKLQNV�
WKDW�YLUWXH�LV�LQ�VRPH�VHQVH�D�PDWWHU�RI�NQRZOHGJH��,I�YLUWXH�LV�D�PDWWHU�
RI�NQRZOHGJH��WKHQ�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�YLUWXRXV�SHRSOH�FRXOG�DFW�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�
NQRZOHGJH��$IWHU�DOO��SHRSOH�DFW�DJDLQVW� WKHLU�GRPDLQ�VSHFL¿F�NQRZO-
HGJH�RIWHQ�HQRXJK��ZKHQ�VRPH�RWKHU�PRWLYDWLRQ�OHDGV�WKHP�LQ�D�GL൵HU-
HQW�GLUHFWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��D�SK\VLFLDQ�PLJKW�LJQRUH�KHU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
PHGLFLQH��RU�PLJKW�HYHQ�XVH�LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KDUP��ZKHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
DULVHV� WR�XQGHUPLQH�D�KDWHG�ULYDO�ZKR�FRPHV�XQGHU�KHU�FDUH��%XW� WKH�
SRVVLELOLW\� RI� DFWLQJ� DJDLQVW� RQH¶V� NQRZOHGJH� RSHQV� WKH� GRRU� WR� KDY-
LQJ�YLUWXRXV�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHJXODUO\�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�DFW�FRQWUDU\�WR�YLU-
WXH��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�VHHPLQJO\�RWKHU�UHJDUGLQJ�YLUWXHV�
OLNH�MXVWLFH��ZKHUH�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�UHTXLUHG�LV�WKDW�RQH�SULRULWL]H�WKH�
ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�RWKHUV�RYHU�RQH¶V�RZQ���,I�YLUWXH�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�NQRZOHGJH��
EXW�NQRZOHGJH�GRHVQ¶W�JXDUDQWHH�SDUWLFXODU�SDWWHUQV�RI�EHKDYLRU��WKHQ�
D� YLUWXRXV� �EHFDXVH� NQRZOHGJHDEOH�� SHUVRQ�PLJKW� FRQVLVWHQWO\� DFW� LQ�
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ZD\V�W\SLFDOO\�WKRXJKW�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�YLFH��7KDW�SDUDGR[LFDO�UHVXOW�LV�
QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�6RFUDWHV�ZDQWV�LQ�KLV�WKHRU\�

7KH�PRVW�HOHJDQW��LI�FRXQWHULQWXLWLYH��VROXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�SUREOHP�LV�WR�
HUDVH�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�RWKHUV�DQG�RQH¶V�RZQ��7KDW��RQ�D�
JUDQG�VFDOH��LV�WKH�PRYH�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV�PDNHV�LQ�WKH�Republic: acting 
MXVWO\�LV�JRRG�QRW�RQO\�IRU�RWKHUV�EXW�DOVR�IRU�RQHVHOI��ZK\��RQFH�RQH�VHHV�
WKDW��ZRXOG�RQH�EH�WHPSWHG�WR�GR�RWKHUZLVH"�,Q�;HQRSKRQ��ZH�VHH�LW�RQ�
SHUKDSV�D� OHVV�JUDQG��EXW�PRUH�SHUYDVLYH��VFDOH�� ,Q�SDUWLFXODU��ZH�VHH�
6RFUDWHV�UHSHDWHGO\�HPSKDVL]LQJ�KRZ�YDULRXV�SHRSOH¶V�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�IDFW�
come together. This is especially prominent in his discussions of the 
ZD\�ZH�RXJKW�WR�DFTXLUH�DQG�WUHDW�RXU�IULHQGV��2QH�SHUVRQ¶V�ZHOIDUH�LV�
QRW�LGHQWLFDO�WR�KHU�IULHQG¶V��EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�GL൵HUHQFH�LQ�WKH�FRXUVHV�RI�
DFWLRQ�WKDW�SURPRWH�WKHP��%RWK�UHTXLUH�RQH�WR�FXOWLYDWH�YLUWXH�
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