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OQH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�VWRULHV�RI�*UHHN�OLWHUDWXUH�LV�+HURGRWXV¶�DQHFGRWH�RI�
WKH�HQFRXQWHU�EHWZHHQ�&URHVXV�DQG�6RORQ�DQG�WKDW�EHWZHHQ�&URH-

VXV� DQG�&\UXV�� 7KH� LQÀXHQFH� RI� WKLV� VWRU\� RQ� ODWHU� DXWKRUV�� VXFK� DV�
3ODWR��;HQRSKRQ��'LRJHQHV�/DsUWLXV��'LRGRUXV�RI�6LFLO\��3OXWDUFK�DQG�
/XFLDQ�LV�XQGLVSXWDEOH�2 An important feature of this anecdote is that it 
FRPELQHV�ROGHU�WUDGLWLRQV�ZLWK�QHZ�TXHVWLRQV��4XLWH�HDUO\�RQ��HQFRXQ-
WHUV� EHWZHHQ� VDJHV� DQG�SRZHUIXO� W\UDQWV� EHFDPH�D�GLVWLQFWLYH� DVSHFW�
of the tradition of the Seven Sages.3�,W�LV�VHHQ�¿UVW�LQ�+HURGRWXV��ZKHUH�
IRXU�RI�WKH�VDJHV��ZKR�DUH�DOZD\V�FRXQWHG�DPRQJ�WKH�6HYHQ��FRQYHUVH�
ZLWK�&URHVXV�4�$Q�LPSRUWDQW�IHDWXUH�RI�ZLVGRP�OLWHUDWXUH�LV�WKH�GHSLF-
tion of the sophòs as immune to the temptations of tyrannical rule, be-
FDXVH�KH�UHPDLQV�DGKHUHQW�WR�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�DQG�WKH�FRPPRQ�JRRG��,WV�
SXUSRVH� LV� WR� H[SRVH� WKH� IDOODFLRXV�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�RSLQLRQ�
WKDW�W\UDQWV�DUH�PRVW�IRUWXQDWH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�HQMR\�JUHDW�SRZHU��ZHDOWK��
and pleasure.5�:KLOH�WKLV�PHVVDJH�LV�W\SLFDO�RI�ZLVGRP�OLWHUDWXUH��RQH�RI�
its aspects anticipates elements of Socratic literature and the Mirror of 

1 7KLV�SDSHU�LV�D�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�VWXG\�RQ�;HQRSKRQ¶V�SROLWLFDO�WKRXJKW�
2 +GW��,���������������VHH�:HLVVEDFK����������������HVS����������������'XH�����������
�����*HUD������� ����� ��������� �����/HIqYUH������� ��������� HVS�� ��������� -RUGRYLü�
���������������-RUGRYLü�������������
3 6HH�*UD\���������������
4 %LDV��3LWWDFXV��+GW��,����������FI��'LRG��,;�����,;�����������6RORQ��+GW��,��������FI��
'LRG��,;������������,;�����������7KDOHV��+GW��,�����������FI��DOVR�'LRG��6LF��,;���������
�������������FI��/HmR���������������
5 6RO��IU�����:��$ɟVFK��Pers��YY�����������%DFFK\O��9��������3LQG��Pyth. I 46; Soph. 
vv. Ant. 506-507; OT��YY������������+GW��,������������������������������(XU��Alc. vv. 
653-654; Phoen��Y�������Y�������IU������������'.�,,�%�)�����
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Tyrants.6�7KRXJK�+HURGRWXV�LQWURGXFHV�6RORQ�DV�D�IRUPHU�ODZJLYHU��KH�
SRUWUD\V�KLP�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�&URHVXV�DV�DQ�idiòtes, that is, 
as sort of apràgmon. Solon has distanced himself from active political 
OLIH�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�KH�JLYHV�FOHDU�SUHFHGHQFH�WR�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�idiòtai 
over all the blessings of bìos tyrannikòs.7 It is the combination of the 
TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�W\UDQW¶V�KDSSLQHVV�ZLWK�WKH�GLFKRWRP\�bìos idiotikòs – 
bìos tyrannikòs�WKDW�VWDQGV�RXW�IURP�WKH�RUGLQDU\��%HIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�+H�
URGRWXV�LW�LV�QRW�FRPPRQ�LQ�ZLVGRP�OLWHUDWXUH��+HQFH��LW�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�
that the dichotomy týrannos – idiòtes represents a distinctive feature of 
WKH�0LUURU�RI�7\UDQWV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKLV�JHQUH�H[SOLFLWO\�OLQNV�WKH�DQWLWK-
HVLV�ZLWK�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�KDSSLQHVV�8

,�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�GHWDLO�HOVHZKHUH�KRZ�3ODWR�JDYH�WKH�PDLQ�LPSH-
tus for this development,9�VR�ZLOO�RQO\�EULHÀ\�RXWOLQH�VRPH�RI�WKH�DVSHFWV�
KHUH��7KH�FRQWUDVW�W\UDQW��W\UDQQLFDO�PDQ��±�SKLORVRSKHU�LV�RPQLSUHVHQW�
in the Gorgias��DSSHDULQJ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
6RFUDWHV�DQG�3ROXV��7KH�VRSKLVW�HXORJL]HV�WKH�RPQLSRWHQFH�RI�WKH�UKHWRU�
�VWDWHVPDQ��ZKLFK�PDQLIHVWV�LWVHOI�DERYH�DOO�LQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�to do what 
one pleases��OLNH�D�W\UDQW��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�UKHWRUV�DQG�W\UDQWV�HQMR\�KDS-
piness.10�2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��6RFUDWHV��ZKR�HPERGLHV�DQG�DGYRFDWHV�WKH�
bìos philosophikòs��D൶UPV�WKDW�GRLQJ�LQMXVWLFH�LV�ZRUVH�WKDQ�WR�VX൵HU�
LW��$FFRUGLQJO\��KH�GHQLHV�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�FKRRVH�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�W\UDQW�DQG�
GHFODUHV� WKDW� WKH�XQSXQLVKHG� W\UDQW� LV�ZUHWFKHG� �àthlios��EH\RQG�RWK-
er men.11�7KH� VDPH�FRQWUDVWV� �W\UDQW� ±�SKLORVRSKHU�� XQMXVW� OLIH� ±� MXVW�
OLIH��DOVR�RFFXS\�D�SURPLQHQW�SODFH�LQ�WKH�GHEDWH�EHWZHHQ�&DOOLFOHV�DQG�
6RFUDWHV�DQG�LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�$IWHUOLIH�0\WK��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV�WKHVH�GLFKRWR-
mies are basically subsumed under the dichotomy bìos praktikòs – bìos 
theoretikòs, that is, politically active life vs. politically inactive life.12 

6 )RU�WKH�QRWLRQ�0LUURU�RI�7\UDQWV�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�0LUURU�RI�3ULQFHV��VHH�-RUGR-
YLü����������������������
7 6HH�-RUGRYLü���������������
8 Isoc. II, 2-6; IX 40, 71-72; XV 69; Xen. Hier. I 1-10; Cyr��,�������VHH�-RUGRYLü�������
���ZLWK�QRWHV�����������������-RUGRYLü��������������������
9 6HH�-RUGRYLü�������-RUGRYLü�������-RUGRYLü��������������������
10 3O��Grg�����E�H�����F�����G����G�����E�G��VHH�-RUGRYLü��������������������
11 3O��Grg. 466b-470e, 472c-479e.
12 Ivi, 481c-482c, 484c-486d, 492d, 493c-494b, 499e-500d, 506b-511c, 513a-d, 
515a-519d, 521b-522e, 523a-b, 524e-525a, 525d-e, 526b-e.
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%RWK�&DOOLFOHV�DQG�6RFUDWHV�FODLP�WKDW�RQO\�WKHLU�SDWK�OHDGV�WR�JHQXLQH�
eudaimonìa.13�%\�WKLV�DQDORJRXV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�VHYHUDO�GLFKRWRPLHV�3OD-
WR�PDNHV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�bìos praktikòs �politikòs��XOWLPDWHO\�
leads to the bìos tyrannikòs. Consequently, traditional politics must be 
UHMHFWHG�DQG�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�bìos philosophikòs��theoretikòs���ZKLFK�PRVW�
SHRSOH�ZURQJO\�GHQRXQFH�DV�bìos idiotikòs��7KXV��LQ�3ODWR¶V�YLHZ�RQO\�
philosophy, as genuine politikè tèchne, can lead to true eudaimonìa, 
ZKLOH� WUDGLWLRQDO�SROLWLFV��ZLWK� LWV� IRFXV�RQ�RPQLSRWHQFH�� UHVXOWV�RQO\�
in a deceptive and harmful illusion of happiness.14 With this in mind, 
LW�VHHPV�MXVWL¿HG�WR�DSSURDFK�WKH�PHHWLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�bìos eu-
dàimon and Cyrus in the Cyropaedia in light of the contrast politically 
active life vs. politically inactive life.

$V�DQ�DOO\�RI�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�NLQJ��&URHVXV�MRLQV�WKH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�WKH�
Medes but fails to distinguish himself either in courage or ability. The 
FKRLFH�RI�&URHVXV�DV�VXSUHPH�FRPPDQGHU�ZLOO�VKRZ�LWVHOI�WR�EH�D�SRRU�
one, since he is soundly defeated in the decisive battle.15�+H�WKHQ�ÀHHV�WR�
KLV�FDSLWDO��EXW�YHU\�VRRQ�ERWK�/\GLD�DQG�6DUGHV�DUH�FRQTXHUHG�DQG�KH�
KLPVHOI�LV�WDNHQ�LQWR�FDSWLYLW\�16

7KH�SRUWUD\DOV�RI�WKH�HQFRXQWHUV�EHWZHHQ�&URHVXV�DQG�&\UXV��6R-
ORQ��LQ�WKH�Histories and Cyropaedia�VKRZ�FHUWDLQ�FRPPRQDOLWLHV��EXW�
DOVR� QRWLFHDEOH� GL൵HUHQFHV��;HQRSKRQ� GLYHUJHV� ERWK� IURP�+HURGRWXV�
DQG� KLVWRULFDO� UHDOLW\� ZKHQ� KH� SODFHV� WKH� ZDU� EHWZHHQ� &URHVXV� DQG�
&\UXV� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� WKH� FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� WKH�0HGHV� DQG� WKH�$V-
V\ULDQV��7KH�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�3HUVLD�DQG�/\GLD�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�WKH�
\HDU���������%�&���ZKLOH�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�1HR�$VV\ULDQ�(PSLUH�
RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�\HDUV�RI�WKH�VHYHQWK�FHQWXU\�%�&��(YHQ�PRUH�VWULN-
LQJ�LV�WKDW�;HQRSKRQ�PHUJHV�&URHVXV¶�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�6RORQ�DQG�&\UXV�
from the Histories�LQWR�RQH�HQFRXQWHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�/\GLDQ�NLQJ�DQG�WKH�
YLFWRULRXV�3HUVLDQ�OHDGHU�17�8QOLNH�&\UXV�LQ�WKH�Histories, the founder of 

13 Ivi, 491e, 492c, 492e, 493d, 494a, 494c, 494d, 495a, 497c, 507c, 507d, 508b, 525e.
14 6HH�-RUGRYLü����������������������������������������
15 Xen. Cyr. I 5, 3; II 1, 5; III 3, 29; IV 1, 8; IV 2, 29; VI 2, 9-10; VI 2, 19; VII 1, 23-
45; VII 2, 1.
16 Ivi, VII 2, 1-5, 9.
17 6HH�'XH����������������*HUD��������������������������/HIqYUH����������������HVS��
402-403.
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WKH�3HUVLDQ�(PSLUH�LQ�WKH�Cyropaedia�LV�QRW�WKH�UHVWOHVV�FRQTXHURU�ZKR�
is driven by boundless ambition.18 From the beginning and in accord-
DQFH�ZLWK�KLV�SKLODQWKURS\��KH�WUHDWV�KLV�IRUPHU�HQHP\�YHU\�KXPDQHO\�19 
:LWK�ERWK�+HURGRWXV� DQG�;HQRSKRQ��&URHVXV¶� KXEULV� OXUHG� KLP� LQWR�
testing the Delphic Oracle. The consequence is a misinterpretation of 
WKH�UHFHLYHG�SURSKHFLHV�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�KLV�LQHYLWDEOH�GRZQIDOO�20�+RZ-
HYHU��;HQRSKRQ¶V�&URHVXV��DIWHU�WKH�GHIHDW��GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�DQRWKHU�DQ-
VZHU�IURP�3\WKLD�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�UHDO�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�KLV�EOLQGQHVV�21

'HVSLWH�WKHVH�GL൵HUHQFHV�� LQ�GHVFULELQJ�&URHVXV¶�LQIDWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�
KLV�RZQ�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�KLV�WHUULEOH�GRZQIDOO��ERWK�+HURGRWXV�DQG�;HQ-
RSKRQ�DGGUHVV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�FRPSULVHV�D�KDSS\�OLIH��WKDW�LV��KRZ�
should one live. While this question is approached in the Histories by 
ZD\�RI�6RORQ¶V�UHVSRQVHV��LQ�WKH�Cyropaedia�LW�LV�DFKLHYHG�E\�3\WKLD¶V�
DQVZHU� WR�&URHVXV� WKDW�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH��gnòthi sautòn�� LV� WKH�SUHFRQ-
dition for bìos eudàimon.22�$IWHU�WKH�¿QDO�GHIHDW��;HQRSKRQ¶V�&URHVXV�
UHFDOOV� KHU�ZRUGV� DQG�EODPHV�KLV� RYHUZHHQLQJ� HJRWLVP�DQG� VHOI�FRQ-
¿GHQFH� IRU� KLV� IDWH�� 7R�+HURGRWXV¶� 6RORQ� VXFK� DQ� H[SODQDWLRQ�ZRXOG�
FHUWDLQO\�EH�PRUH�WKDQ�DFFHSWDEOH��\HW�KH�ZRXOG�¿QG�LW�KDUG�WR�DFFHSW�
ZKDW�;HQRSKRQ¶V�©HQOLJKWHQHGª�&URHVXV�FRQVLGHUV�WR�EH�D�KDSS\�OLIH��
:KHQ�&\UXV�WHOOV�KLP�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�RXW�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�UHWXUQ�WR�KLP�KLV�
family, friends and servants and at the same time free him of battles 
DQG�ZDUV��&URHVXV�UHSOLHV�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�QRZ�HQMR\�WKH�OLIH�ZKLFK�RWKHUV�
FRQVLGHU�PRVW�EOLVVIXO��7R�&\UXV¶�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKR�OLYHV�VXFK�D�OLIH�RI�
EOLVV��&URHVXV� UHSOLHV��P\�ZLIH�� 6KH� DOZD\V� VKDUHG� HTXDOO\�ZLWK� KLP�
ZHDOWK�� OX[XULHV�DQG�DOO� WKH� MR\V��ZLWKRXW�HYHU�H[SHULHQFLQJ� WKH�DQ[L-
HWLHV�RI�DFTXLULQJ�WKHP��QRU�KDG�VKH�VHHQ�ZDU�RU�EDWWOH��&URHVXV�WKXV�
UHYHDOV�WKDW�KH�KDV�QRW�\HW�SHQHWUDWHG�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�D�KDSS\�OLIH��+LV�
understanding of bìos eudàimon� FRPHV�GRZQ� LQ� H൵HFW� WR� D� IHPLQLQH�

18 6HH�%LVFKR൵� ������ �������'XH� ������ �����0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ� ������ ���� %LFKOHU�
2000, 266-269.
19 +GW��,�����;HQ��Cyr��9,,��������VHH�'XH����������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ�������
�������/HIqYUH�����������
20 +GW��,��������,��������,��������,�����������;HQ��Cyr. VII 2, 16-25; see Due 1989, 127; 
*HUD����������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ��������������/HIqYUH���������������
21 +GW��,�����������;HQ��Cyr��9,,�����������VHH�*HUD�����������
22 Xen. Cyr. VII 2, 20-25; see also Mem��,9�����������FI��*HUD����������������/HIqYUH�
�����������*UD\��������������������
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OLIH��bìos gynaikòdes���ZKLFK�LV�JHDUHG�WRZDUGV�PDWHULDO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DQG�
ZKRVH�FKLHI�PHDVXUH�LV�SHUVRQDO��QRW�JHQHUDO�ZHOIDUH��6XFK�DQ�DSROLWLFDO�
OLIH�LV�QRW�RQO\�FRQWUDU\�WR�;HQRSKRQ¶V�philoponìa ideal, but also incom-
SDWLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�PDQ��WKDW�LV��FLWL]HQ��0RUHRYHU��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�
WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKDW�&URHVXV¶�bìos eudàimon totally depends on the 
JRRG�ZLOO�RI�&\UXV��,W� LV�QRW� WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�KLV�DFWLYLW\�� LQ� WKH�VDPH�
ZD\�&URHVXV¶�ZLIH¶V� KDSS\� OLIH� LV� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� KHU� KXVEDQG¶V� H൵RUWV��
7KHUHIRUH�&\UXV�VD\V�QRWKLQJ�UHJDUGLQJ�&URHVXV¶�UHSO\��EXW�RQO\�PDU-
YHOV��thaumàzein��DW�KLV�JRRG�VSLULWV�23

%HVLGHV�KLV�ZRQGHU��WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�WKH�XQDFFHSWDELOLW\�
RI� VXFK�D�ZD\�RI� OLIH� IRU�&\UXV��7KHUH� LV�¿UVWO\�&URHVXV¶V� UHDOL]DWLRQ�
WKDW�KH�KDG�QRW�IXO¿OOHG�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�PRVW�
SRZHUIXO�PDQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��IRU�KH�QRW�RQO\�DOORZHG�KLPVHOI�WR�EH�EOLQG-
HG�E\�SRZHU��ZHDOWK�� DQG� WKH�REVHTXLRXVQHVV� DFFRUGHG�KLP��EXW� DOVR�
ODFNV�JRRG�OLQHDJH��GLYLQH�DQG�UR\DO��VXFK�DV�&\UXV�HQMR\V��DQG�LV�QRW�
practiced in virtue since childhood.24�8OWLPDWHO\��GHVSLWH�JDLQLQJ�VRPH�
VHOI�NQRZOHGJH��&URHVXV�UHPDLQV�LQVX൶FLHQWO\�HQOLJKWHQHG��(DFK�WLPH�
WKHUHDIWHU�ZKHQ�KH�JLYHV�DGYLFH�WR�KLV�QHZ�PDVWHU��KH�PDQLIHVWV�RQFH�
PRUH�DQ�LQVX൶FLHQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�JRRG�OHDGHUVKLS��
7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�REYLRXV�ZKHQ�KH�JLYHV�SULRULW\�WR�WKH�DFFXPXODWLRQ�
RI�ZHDOWK�DQG�WKHUHE\�FRQWUDGLFWV�&\UXV¶�YLHZ�RI�IULHQGV�DV� WKH�PRVW�
valuable asset.25

In addition to the meeting of Cyrus and Croesus, there are three 
other episodes in the Cyropaedia�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�DV�GLDORJXHV�RQ�
bìos eudàimon��2Q�WKH�HYH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�EDWWOH�ZLWK�WKH�$VV\ULDQV�D�EULHI�
H[FKDQJH�RI�RSLQLRQV�WDNHV�SODFH�EHWZHHQ�&KU\VDQWDV�DQG�&\UXV�DERXW�
ZKHWKHU�LW�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�RQH�VSHHFK�WR�LPSUHVV�FRXUDJH�DQG�VHOI�VDF-
UL¿FH�RQ�VROGLHUV¶�KHDUWV��:KLOH�WKH�3HUVLDQ�QREOHPDQ�LV�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�
WKLV�LV�SRVVLEOH��&\UXV�DUJXHV�WKDW�ODZV��WHDFKHUV�DQG�OHDGHUV�DUH�ZKDW�
LQVWUXFW� DQG�DFFXVWRP�PHQ� WR� WKH� ULJKW�ZD\��7KH�3HUVLDQ�SULQFH�DOVR�

23 Xen. Cyr��9,,�����������HVS���������FI��%UHLWHQEDFK������������������'XH����������
����*HUD���������������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ���������������VHH�DOVR�/HIqYUH�������
������������������*UD\������������$]RXOD\�������������
24 Xen. Cyr��9,,�����������VHH�,VRF��,;��������FI��*HUD����������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQ-
gen 1995, 21; cf. Erasmus 1954, 121-125.
25 Xen. Cyr. VII 4, 12-13; VIII 2, 15-23; see also Mem. II 4, 5-7; III 11, 5.
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PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�WUDLQLQJ�FDQ�WULXPSK�RYHU�IHDU�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�
HQHP\�RQO\�LI�PHQ�DUH�WDXJKW�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�WZR�ZD\V�RI�OLIH��
2QH�LV�KRQRUDEOH��èntimos��DQG�IUHH��elèutherios��DQG�LV�OLYHG�E\�JRRG�
�agathòi��DQG�IDPRXV�PHQ��ZKR�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�WKH�KDS-
SLHVW� �eudaimonèstatoi���7KH�RWKHU�ZD\�RI� OLIH�EULQJV�KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�
PLVHU\��7KLV�OLIH��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�ZRUWK�OLYLQJ��abìotos���LV�OLYHG�E\�WKH�EDG�
�kakòi��DQG�WKH�LQIDPRXV��EHFDXVH�RI�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�
WKH�PRVW�ZUHWFKHG��athliòtatoi��RI�DOO�SHRSOH��,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKLV�GLV-
WLQFWLRQ��&\UXV�XQGHUOLQHV�WKDW�3HUVLDQ�SHHUV�PXVW�OHDG�FRPPRQHUV�LQ�
EDWWOH�E\�H[DPSOH�26�&\UXV¶�ZRUGV�GR�DZD\�ZLWK�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�KH�
FRXOG�¿QG�DQ\�DWWUDFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�OLIH�DGYRFDWHG�E\�&URHVXV��7KH�
usage of the contrast agathòi – kakòi�LV�DOVR�QRWHZRUWK\��DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�
characteristic of antidemocratic discourse.27 Admittedly, the distinction 
SHHUV�FRPPRQHUV�HFKRHV�LW�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW��DV�LW�DOVR�SUHVXSSRVHV�D�GLI-
IHUHQFH�LQ�TXDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�WZR�VRFLDO�JURXSV��$QG�\HW��D�PDMRU�GL൵HU-
ence can be observed. The peers have evidently internalized the right 
SDWK��EHFDXVH�RI�ZKLFK�WKH\�FDQ�OHDG�E\�H[DPSOH��7KH�VDPH�REYLRXVO\�
FDQQRW�EH�VDLG�RI�WKH�FRPPRQHUV��1RQHWKHOHVV��&\UXV�LV�TXLWH�H[SOLFLW�
WKDW� ORZ� VRFLDO� RULJLQ� DQG� VWDWXV� LV� QRW� DQ� LQVXUPRXQWDEOH� EDUULHU� WR�
achieving the happiest life. Any person can attain it as long as he is cou-
UDJHRXV�DQG�SUHSDUHG�WR�FRPPLW�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�FRPPRQ�JRRG��ZKLFK�LQ�
this case is embodied by the army.

7KH� VHFRQG�GLDORJXH�RFFXUV�EHWZHHQ�&\UXV� DQG�KLV� XQFOH�&\D[-
DUHV��DJDLQ�WKH�SURWRW\SH�RI�WKH�HDVWHUQ�GHVSRW��7KH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WDNHV�
SODFH�DIWHU� WKH�¿UVW�YLFWRU\�RYHU� WKH�$VV\ULDQV��ZKHQ�&\UXV�ZDQWV� WR�
SXUVXH�WKH�HQHP\�ZKR�KDYH�DEDQGRQHG�FDPS�DQG�DUH�RQ�WKH�UXQ��<HW��
WKH�0HGLDQ�NLQJ�VWURQJO\�RSSRVHG�WKLV�XQGHUWDNLQJ��+H�ZDV�SDUWO\�PR-
WLYDWHG�E\�MHDORXV\�WKDW�KLV�QHSKHZ�ZDV�¿UVW�WR�EURDFK�WKH�PDWWHU��0RUH�
LPSRUWDQWO\��&\D[DUHV�ZDV�VLQFHUHO\�DYHUVH�WR�H[SRVLQJ�KLPVHOI�WR�GDQ-
JHU�DJDLQ�EHFDXVH�� OLNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�0HGHV��KH�SUHIHUUHG� IHDVWLQJ�DQG�
PHUU\PDNLQJ��euthymìa��28�+H�WKHUHIRUH�DQVZHUV�&\UXV�E\�WHOOLQJ�KLP�
WKDW�KH�NQRZV�ZHOO�WKDW�WKH�3HUVLDQV�DUH�PRUH�FDUHIXO�WKDQ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�

26 Xen. Cyr. III 3, 51-55.
27 See Donlan 1978, 95-111, esp. 96-100, 104-105, 108; Donlan 1980, 125-138, 144-
145.
28 Xen. Cyr. IV 1, 9-13.
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QHYHU�WR�EH�LQVDWLDWH�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�DQ\�SOHDVXUH��hedonè���DQG�WKDW�KH�
KLPVHOI�EHOLHYHV�LW�EHVW�IRU�D�PDQ�WR�EH�PRGHUDWH��enkratès��HYHQ�LQ�WKH�
JUHDWHVW�SOHDVXUH��meghìste hedonè���+RZHYHU��WKH�JUHDWHVW�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�
D�PDQ�FDQ�KDYH�LV�EURXJKW�E\�JRRG�IRUWXQH��eutychìa���ZKLFK�KDV�QRZ�
EHIDOOHQ�WKHP��,I�WKH\�SUXGHQWO\�HQMR\�WKHLU�VXFFHVV��WKH\�ZLOO�JURZ�WR�
ROG�DJH�ZLWKRXW�ULVN�WR�WKHLU�KDSSLQHVV��eudaimonoûntes���,I��KRZHYHU��
RXW�RI�DYDULFH� WKH\� LQWHPSHUDWHO\� ULVN� WKHLU� FXUUHQW�JRRG� IRUWXQH�DQG�
FRQWLQXH�WR�SXUVXH�RQH�VXFFHVV�DIWHU�DQRWKHU��WKH\�FRXOG�EH�RYHUWDNHQ�
E\�WKH�IDWH�RI�PDQ\�PDULQHUV�ZKR�KDG�JRRG�IRUWXQH��eutychèin���EXW�GLG�
QRW�JLYH�XS�VHDIDULQJ�XQWLO�WKH\�GURZQHG��,Q�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��PDQ\�ZKR�
VXFFHHGHG�LQ�ZLQQLQJ�RQH�YLFWRU\�VWURYH�WRZDUGV�DQRWKHU�DQG�VR�KDYH�
ORVW�HYHQ�ZKDW�WKH\�JDLQHG�E\�WKH�¿UVW�29�7KH�0HGLDQ�NLQJ�WKHQ�EHJLQV�
WR�VSHDN�RI�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�ZK\�LW�LV�GDQJHURXV�WR�JR�LQ�SXU-
VXLW�RI� WKH�HQHP\��+H�FRPSOHWHV�KLV� VSHHFK�E\�VD\LQJ� WKDW�KH�KDV�QR�
LQWHQWLRQ�RI�IRUFLQJ�WKH�0HGHV�WR�H[SRVH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�GDQJHU�ZKHQ�KH�
FDQ�VHH�WKHP�PDNLQJ�PHUU\�30�&\D[DUHV¶�H[SODQDWLRQ�VHHPV�UHDVRQDEOH�
DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�LQ�V\QF�ZLWK�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�*UHHN�ZLVGRP�RI�QRWKLQJ�LQ�
H[FHVV��medèn àgan��31�7KLV�LPSUHVVLRQ�LV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�LI�ZH�FRQVLGHU�
WKDW�+HURGRWXV�JLYHV� WKH�H[DPSOH�RI� WKH�2ULHQWDO� UXOHUV� WR�VKRZ�KRZ�
LQVDWLDEOH�H[SDQVLRQLVP�OHDGV�WR�GRZQIDOO�32 Cyrus himself does not in 
WKH�OHDVW�GLVSXWH�&\D[DUHV¶�DUJXPHQW��EXW�SHUVXDGHV�KLP�WR�DOORZ�KLP�
WR�WDNH�ZLWK�KLP�DQ\�0HGHV�ZKR�YROXQWHHU�IRU�WKH�SXUVXLW�33

+RZHYHU��;HQRSKRQ�TXLFNO\�UHYHDOV� WKH�H[WHQW�RI�&\D[DUHV¶�PLV-
MXGJPHQW�� DOPRVW�DOO� WKH�©PHUU\ª�0HGHV�YROXQWDULO\� MRLQ� WKH�3HUVLDQ�
prince in the pursuit and a series of ensuing victories additionally con-
¿UPV�&\UXV¶�GHFLVLRQ�34�0RUHRYHU��WKHUH�DUH�VWURQJ�VLJQV�WKDW�&\D[DUHV��
OLNH�&URHVXV��VWDQGV�IRU�WKH�bìos gynaikòdes��+H��WRR��VHHNV�HQMR\PHQW�
GHYRLG�RI�IHDU�DQG�GDQJHU��+LV�H൵HPLQDWH�EHKDYLRXU�EHFRPHV�HYHQ�PRUH�

29 Ivi, IV 1, 14-15.
30 Ivi, IV 1, 16-18.
31 6HH�0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ����������������1DGRQ�������������
32 6HH�%LFKOHU����������������&URHVXV������������&\UXV������������&DPE\VHV�������
����������'DUHLRV������������;HU[HV���FI��DOVR�-RUGRYLü����������������DQG�����ZLWK�
note 203.
33 Xen. Cyr. IV 1, 19-21.
34 ,YL��,9��������VHH�0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ�����������
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REYLRXV�DIWHU�&\UXV¶�YLFWRULRXV�UHWXUQ��7KH�3HUVLDQ�SULQFH�JLYHV�KLP�WKH�
WHQW�RI�WKH�LQIDPRXV�$VV\ULDQ�GHVSRW��VSOHQGLGO\�IXUQLVKHG�DQG�ZLWK�D�
lady accompanied by her music girls. The Median volunteers brought 
PDQ\�JLIWV�VXFK�DV�D�KDQGVRPH�FXS�EHDUHU��D�¿QH�FRRN��D�EDNHU��D�PX-
VLFLDQ��FXSV��JREOHWV��¿QH�UDLPHQW��HWF�35 Interestingly, neither Cyrus nor 
WKH� YROXQWHHUV� SUHVHQWHG�&\D[DUHV�ZLWK� ¿QH�ZHDSRQV�� DUPRXU� RU� IRU�
WKDW�PDWWHU�DQ\�NLQG�RI�PLOLWDU\�HTXLSPHQW��7KLV�LV�TXLWH�UHYHDOLQJ��HV-
SHFLDOO\� LQ� OLJKW�RI� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH�0HGLDQ�NLQJ� LV� IRUPDOO\� OHDGLQJ�
WKH�HQWLUH�FDPSDLJQ��&\D[DUHV¶�VXEVHTXHQW�DFWV�H[FOXGH�DQ\�SRVVLELOLW\�
that this might be coincidence or oversight. On receiving the gifts, he 
LPPHGLDWHO\�EHWDNHV�KLPVHOI� WR� WKH�EDQTXHW�� OHDYLQJ� WKH� FRXQFLO� WKDW�
ZLOO�GHFLGH�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�WLOO�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
morning. Cyrus, on the other hand, as a true leader gathers his friends 
DQG�WKH�DEOHVW�PHQ�WR�LQVWUXFW�WKHP�RQ�KRZ�WR�LQVSLUH�WKHLU�DOOLHV�WR�QHZ�
ZDU�H൵RUWV�36 This move essentially decides the future of the campaign. 
2Q� WKH� IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ��ZKLOH�&\D[DUHV� VWLOO�GUHVVHG�DQG�DGRUQHG�
himself, a large number of allies gathered in front of his tent. Cyrus, 
ZKR�ZDV�QRW�ODWH��ZDV�DSSURDFKHG�E\�WKH�DOOLHV�UHTXHVWLQJ�QRW�WR�GLV-
EDQG�WKH�DUP\�EXW�WR�ZDJH�ZDU��:KHQ�&\D[DUHV��VXPSWXRXVO\�GUHVVHG��
¿QDOO\�HPHUJHG�IURP�KLV�WHQW��D�FRXQFLO�ZDV�KHOG��$W�WKLV�PHHWLQJ�WKH�
0HGLDQ�NLQJ�ZDV�HVVHQWLDOO\�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�D� fait accompli, since all 
participants had already made up their minds in favour of continuing 
the campaign.37�7KHUHXSRQ��PRVW�RI�WKH�DUP\�VHWV�R൵�ZLWK�WKH�3HUVLDQ�
SULQFH��ZKLOH�&\D[DUHV��ZKR� ¿UVW� FDOOHG� WR� DUPV� DJDLQVW� WKH�$VV\UL-
DQ�NLQJ�� FHDVHV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH�RQJRLQJ�PLOLWDU\�RSHUDWLRQV��+H�
UHPDLQV� LQ� WKH� UHDU�ZLWK�D� WKLUG�RI� WKH�0HGHV�VR� WKDW�KLV�NLQJGRP�LV�
not left unprotected.38�,W�LV�VWULNLQJ�WKDW�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��&\D[DUHV�QRW�RQO\�
WDFLWO\�ZDLYHV�KLV�VWDWXV�DV�VXSUHPH�FRPPDQGHU��EXW�WKDW�KH�LV�WKH�RQO\�
leader to return home. Military considerations can only have been a 
SUHWH[W��VLQFH�DOO�RWKHU�OHDGHUV�DFFHSW�&\UXV¶�ORJLF�WKDW�SXVKLQJ�IRUZDUG�
WR�HQJDJH�WKH�HQHP\�RQ�KLV�RZQ�WHUULWRU\�LV�WKH�PRVW�SURPLVLQJ�VWUDWHJ\�

35 Xen. Cyr. V 5, 2, 38-40.
36 Ivi, IV 5, 41-45; see Azoulay 2018, 37.
37 Xen. Cyr. VI 1, 1-24, esp. 1-6.
38 Ivi, VI 3, 2.
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DQG�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�SURWHFW�WKHLU�RZQ�WHUULWRULHV�IURP�FRXQWHUDWWDFN�39 In 
RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�0HGLDQ�NLQJ��OLNH�&URHVXV¶�ZLIH��GHYROYHV�DOO�ULVNV�RI�
ZDU�WR�RWKHUV�VR�WKDW�KH�FDQ�HQMR\�D�SHDFHIXO�OLIH�DW�KRPH��7KLV�LV�IXUWKHU�
FRUURERUDWHG�E\�&\UXV¶�¿UVW�YLVLW�WR�KLV�XQFOH�&\D[DUHV�DIWHU�KH�KDV�ZRQ�
WKH�ZDU�DQG�EHFRPH�WKH�*UHDW�.LQJ��7KH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�&\UXV�WHOOV�KLV�
XQFOH�LV�WKDW�D�SDODFH�DQG�HVWDWH�KDYH�EHHQ�VHOHFWHG�IRU�KLP�LQ�%DE\ORQ��
VR�WKDW�KH�PD\�KDYH�D�UHVLGHQFH�RI�KLV�RZQ�ZKHQHYHU�KH�FRPHV�WKHUH��
7KLV�LV�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�JLYLQJ�RI�PDQ\�VSOHQGLG�JLIWV�40

$W�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&\D[DUHV�DQG�&\UXV�OLHV�
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�D�SURSHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�H[SDQVLRQLVP�DQG�KDSSL-
QHVV��&\UXV¶�VXFFHVVHV�VKRZ�WKDW�KLV�SDWK�LV�QR�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�WR�bìos eu-
dàimon��0RUHRYHU��WKH�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�&\D[DUHV�DQG�&URHVXV�VXJJHVW�
that his understanding of happiness diverges from that of the typical ori-
HQWDO�GHVSRW��&\UXV¶�PLQG�DQG�ERG\�DUH�QRW�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�H൵HPLQDF\��
DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�WZR�RWKHU�NLQJV��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��KH�QHYHU�IRUJHWV�
KLV�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DV�D�UXOHU�DQG�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�HQGXUH�WRLO�DQG�GDQJHU�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�PHHW�WKHP��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��&\UXV��XQOLNH�&URHVXV��NQRZV�KLV�
OLPLWV�DQG�QHYHU�JRHV�EH\RQG�WKHP��$FFRUGLQJO\��KH�QHYHU�H[KLELWV�WKH�
VSLULW�RI�ERXQGOHVV�H[SDQVLRQLVP�LQ�WKH�PDQQHU�RI�+HURGRWXV¶�&\UXV�41 
2Q�WKH�RWKHU��WKH�3HUVLDQ�SULQFH�LV�QRW�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�SUHVHUYLQJ�WKH�LQ-
KHULWHG�SRVLWLRQ��DV�&\D[DUHV�LV��EXW�VWULYHV�IRU�PRUH�

7KH�WKLUG�GLDORJXH�LV�EHWZHHQ�3KHUDXODV�DQG�D�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ��+HUH�
ZH�VKRXOG�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�3KHUDXODV�KLPVHOI�DQG�KLV�UROH�LQ�WKH�Cy-
ropaedia.42 The importance of this dramatic character is that he appears 
in the Cyropaedia�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�;HQRSKRQ¶V�VXSSRUW�
for a meritocracy. At the beginning of the campaign, Cyrus decides 
WKDW�DOO�3HUVLDQV�VKRXOG�EH�DUPHG�DV�WKH�homòtimoi��L�H��DV�WKH�3HUVLDQ�
QRELOLW\��7KH�UHDVRQ�LV�VLPSOH��WKH�QHHG�IRU�DV�ODUJH�D�QXPEHU�RI�ZHOO�
DUPHG�VROGLHUV�DV�SRVVLEOH�VR�WKDW�WKH�3HUVLDQV�FRXOG�FRQWHQG�ZLWK�WKH�
PRUH�QXPHURXV�HQHP\��7KH�SHHUV�DFFHSW�&\UXV¶�GHFLVLRQ�JODGO\�43 And 
ZKHQ�WKH�3HUVLDQ�SULQFH�H[SODLQV�KLV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�WKH�FRPPRQ�3HUVLDQV��

39 Ivi, VI 1, 12-18; see also 10.
40 Ivi, VIII 5, 17-19; esp. 17.
41 6HH�%LFKOHU����������������/HIqYUH���������������
42 See Due 1989, 73-75.
43 Xen. Cyr. II 1, 9-12.
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KH�UHSUHVHQWV�D�YLHZ�ZKLFK�PLJKW�HDVLO\�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�VXSSRUW�IRU�
the principles of meritocracy. The demòtai�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�EUHG�XSRQ�WKH�
same soil as the homòtimoi��7KHLU�ERGLHV��sòmata��DQG�PLQG��psychè��
DUH�QRW�LQIHULRU�WR�WKDW�RI�WKH�SHHUV��7KH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�FRPPRQ�
people did not enjoy the same rights is that they had no leisure, since 
WKH\�ZHUH�FRPSHOOHG�WR�HDUQ�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRG��+RZHYHU��LI�WKH\�DUPHG�WR�
WKH�VDPH�OHYHO�DV�WKH�SHHUV��IRXJKW�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�]HDO��WKHQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�
EH�FRXQWHG�ZRUWK\�RI�DQ�HTXDO�VKDUH�44�;HQRSKRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�DGGUHVV-
HV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�ZKHWKHU�DULWKPHWLFDO�RU�JHRPHWULFDO�HTXDOLW\�LV�EHWWHU�45 
<HW��KLV�DQVZHU�LV�QRW�RQH�GLPHQVLRQDO��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��KH�JLYHV�FOHDU�
preference to geometrical equality and never questions the principle of 
VRFLDO� VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ��2Q� WKH� RWKHU�� KH�PDNHV� XQHTXLYRFDOO\� FOHDU� WKDW�
absolute precedence should be given to the principle of merit and that 
PDQ\�SHRSOH�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�ODGGHU�GXH�WR�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH\�XOWLPDWHO\�DUH�QRW�UHVSRQVLEOH�

-XVW�EHIRUH�WKH�¿UVW�FODVK�ZLWK�WKH�HQHP\��&\UXV�WHVWV�KLV�IULHQGV�E\�
DVNLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�FRXUDJH�RI�D�VROGLHU�LQFUHDVHV�LI�KH�LV�SURPLVHG�WKDW�
WKH�VSRLOV�ZLOO�EH�GLYLGHG�HTXDOO\�DPRQJ�DOO�RU�GLVWULEXWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
YDORU�VKRZQ�LQ�EDWWOH�46�7KH�¿UVW�WR�VSHDN�LV�&KU\VDQWDV��&\UXV¶�ULJKW�
KDQG�PDQ��+H�VWHSV� IRUZDUG�RQ�EHKDOI�RI� WKH�homòtimoi as someone 
ZKR�LV�SUHHPLQHQW�LQ�ZLVH�MXGJPHQW��phrònesis���&KU\VDQWDV�LV�XWWHUO\�
RSSRVHG� WR� WKH� LGHD� WKDW� DQ�HTXDO�SDUW� �ìson èchein/isomorèin�� LQ� WKH�
ERRW\�EH�DOORWWHG�WR�ERWK�JRRG��agathòi��DQG�EDG��kakòi��DOLNH�47 After 
KLP�FRPHV�3KHUDXODV��ZKR�EHIRUH�KH�XWWHUV�D�ZRUG��LV�SUHVHQWHG�DV�WKH�
HPERGLPHQW�RI�PHULWRFUDF\��7KRXJK�RQH�RI�WKH�3HUVLDQ�FRPPRQHUV��KH�
ZDV�DQ�ROG�DFTXDLQWDQFH�RI�&\UXV�DQG�D�JHQWOHPDQ�LQ�ERG\�DQG�VSLULW�48 
3KHUDXODV�VD\V�WKDW�ERWK�FODVVHV�DUH�QRZ�VWDUWLQJ�RQ�DQ�HTXDO�IRRWLQJ�
in a contest of merit. The demòtai�� OLNH� WKH�homòtimoi��ZHUH� WUDLQHG�
WR�HQGXUH�KXQJHU��WKLUVW��DQG�FROG��EXW�WKHLUV�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�RI�WHDFKHUV��

44 Ivi, II 1, 15; see also I 2, 15; II 1, 16-19; cf. Danzig 2009, 272-273.
45 Xen. Cyr��,,����������������VHH�3O��Grg. 508a; R. 558c; Leg. 757a-758a; Arist. Pol. 
1284a15-23; Isoc. Or��,,�������,,,�����9,,��������VHH�*HUD������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQ-
gen 1995, 136-139, 215.
46 Xen. Cyr��,,���������VHH�0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ���������������
47 Xen. Cyr��,,�������VHH�*HUD����������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ�����������
48 ,YL��,,�������VHH�*HUD���������������
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necessity. In this contest the commoners can only gain, because though 
WKH�VDPH�SUL]HV�DUH�R൵HUHG�WR�DOO��WKH�VWDNHV�GL൵HU��7KH�demòtai stand 
WR�ORVH�D�OLIH�RI�LJQRPLQLRXV�WRLO��ZKLOH�WKH�SHHUV�ULVN�D�OLIH�RI�KRQRU��
%HFDXVH�RI�DOO�WKLV��3KHUDXODV�DGYRFDWHV�WKDW�HDFK�VKRXOG�EH�UHZDUGHG�
according to his merit.49

3KHUDXODV�QH[W�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�Cyropaedia in reference to a solemn 
SURFHVVLRQ� LQ�%DE\ORQ��GXULQJ�ZKLFK�&\UXV�DSSHDUV� LQ�SXEOLF� IRU� WKH�
¿UVW� WLPH�DV� WKH�*UHDW�.LQJ��7KH�KRQRU�RI�RUJDQL]LQJ�WKLV�SURFHVVLRQ�
LV�JLYHQ� WR�3KHUDXODV�� D�PDQ�RI� WKH�SHRSOH� �demòtes���&\UXV� HQWUXVWV�
KLP�ZLWK�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�SUHVWLJLRXV�WDVN��NQRZLQJ�WR�EH�LQWHOOLJHQW�
�sýnetos��� WR�KDYH�DQ�H\H�IRU�EHDXW\��philòkalos��DQG�RUGHU��èutaktos���
WR�EH�LQFOLQHG�WR�SOHDVH�KLP�LQ�HYHU\�UHVSHFW��charìzesthai��DQG�WR�KDYH�
supported his proposal that each man is honored according to his merit. 
)XUWKHUPRUH��&\UXV��KDV�LVVXHG�RUGHUV�IRU�DOO�WR�REH\�3KHUDXODV�LQ�UH-
JDUG�WR�WKH�RUGHULQJ�RI�WKH�SURFHVVLRQ��+H�WKHQ�JDYH�WXQLFV�DQG�FDYDOU\�
PDQWOHV�WR�3KHUDXODV�WR�GLVWULEXWH�WKHP�DPRQJ�WKH�R൶FHUV��WKH�LGHD�EH-
LQJ�WKDW�WKH�ODWWHU�ZRXOG�REH\�KLP�EHWWHU��:KHQ�3KHUDXODV�WRRN�WKHP�WR�
the commanders, one of them objected, saying he had become a great 
PDQ�ZKR�FRXOG�QRZ�RUGHU�HYHQ�WKHP�DERXW��+RZHYHU��WKH�TXLFN�ZLWWHG�
3KHUDXODV�PDQDJHG�WR�VRRWKH�KLV�HQY\�E\�UHSO\LQJ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�WKH�
FDVH�VLQFH�LQ�IDFW�KH�ZDV�D�PHUH�SRUWHU�50�7KLV�UHVSRQVH�VKRZHG�SUHV-
HQFH�RI�PLQG�DQG�VKUHZGQHVV��EXW�DOVR� WKH�DELOLW\� WR�EULGOH�KLV�VHQVH�
RI�VHOI�LPSRUWDQFH�LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�WKH�WDVN�HQWUXVWHG�WR�
him.

$QRWKHU�QRWHZRUWK\�HYHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�IHVWLYLW\�LV�3KHUDXODV¶�HQFRXQ-
WHU�ZLWK�D�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ��7KH�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZRQ�D�KRUVH�UDFH�E\�VHYHUDO�
OHQJWKV��:KHQ�&\UXV�DVNV�KLP�ZKHWKHU�KH�ZRXOG�H[FKDQJH�KLV�KRUVH�
IRU�D�NLQJGRP��WKH�\RXWK�UHSOLHV�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QRW��EXW�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�EH�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�JLYH�LW�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�WKH�JUDWLWXGH��charìs��RI�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�
man.51�&\UXV�WKHQ�UHSOLHV�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ�WR�D�SODFH�
ZKHUH�KH�FDQ�LGHQWLI\�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�PDQ�ZLWK�KLV�H\HV�FORVHG��DQG�WDNHV�
KLP�WR�D�VSRW�ZKHUH�PRVW�RI�KLV�IULHQGV�DUH�VWDQGLQJ��+H�WKHQ�DVNV�WKH�
\RXWK� WR� WKURZ�D�FORG�ZLWKRXW� ORRNLQJ��ZKLFK�KH�GRHV��7KH�FOXPS�RI�

49 ,YL��,,����������VHH�0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ���������������
50 Xen. Cyr. VIII 3, 5-8.
51 Ivi, VIII 3, 25-26.
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HDUWK�KLWV�3KHUDXODV��ZKR�KDSSHQV�WR�EH�ULGLQJ�E\�LQ�D�JUHDW�KXUU\��7KLV�
ZDV� WKH�JRGV¶�ZD\�RI�DQQRXQFLQJ� WKDW�KH�ZDV� WKH�anèr agathòs. The 
DFFXUDF\�RI�WKLV�GHFLVLRQ�LV�FRQ¿UPHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�PRPHQW�E\�KLV�UHDF-
WLRQ��7KRXJK�3KHUDXODV�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�WKH�FORG�LQ�WKH�IDFH��KH�FRQWLQXHV�
diligently to carry out his duty of managing the procession.52 When he 
¿QGV�RXW�ZK\�KH�KDV�EHHQ�KLW�DQG�ZK\�KH�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�D�KRUVH��
KLV�¿UVW�UHDFWLRQ�LV�WR�VD\�PRGHVWO\�WR�WKH�6DFLDQ�WKDW�LI�KH�KDG�EHHQ�ZLVH�
KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKH�KRUVH�WR�D�ULFKHU�PDQ��1HYHUWKHOHVV��3KHUDXODV�
DFFHSWV�WKH�JLIW�DQG�SUD\V�WR�WKH�JRGV�ZKR�KDG�RUGDLQHG�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�
EH�VWUXFN��WR�HQDEOH�KLP�WR�UHWXUQ�WKH�IDYRU�WR�WKH�6DFLDQ��VR�WKDW�WKH�
latter may not regret his choice. As the festivity is still in progress, 
3KHUDXODV�DJUHHV�ZLWK�WKH�6DFLDQ�WR�PHHW�DJDLQ�ODWHU��$QG�LQGHHG��ZKHQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�RYHU��3KHUDXODV�WUHDWV�KLV�EHQHIDFWRU�WR�KLV�KRVSLWDOLW\��2Q�
WKLV�RFFDVLRQ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�GHYHORSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�RI�WKHP��ZKLFK�
KDV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FRPPRQDOLWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�GLDORJXH�LQ�;HQRSKRQ¶V�Hiero. 
7KH�WKHPH�RI�ERWK�LV�KRZ�RQH�VKRXOG�OLYH��WKDW�LV��ZKDW�NLQG�RI�OLIH�LV�
EHVW�DQG�KDSSLHVW��7KH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ��OLNH�WKH�SRHW�6LPRQLGHV��H[WROV�WKH�
EHQH¿WV�D�SULYLOHJHG�SRVLWLRQ�EULQJV�WR�KLV�LQWHUORFXWRU��ZKLOH�3KHUDXODV��
OLNH� WKH�6\UDFXVDQ� W\UDQW�� FRQVWDQWO\�SRLQWV�RXW� LWV� VKRUWFRPLQJV�DQG�
ZHDNQHVVHV�53�$QRWKHU�UHPDUNDEOH�FRQFXUUHQFH�LV�WKH�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�
the politically active and inactive life. While in the Hiero it appears as 
the dichotomy bìos tyrannikòs – bìos idiotikòs,54 in this encounter it 
WDNHV�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�DQWLWKHVLV�homo politicus – homo oeconomicus.

7KH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� RSHQV� ZLWK� D� TXHVWLRQ� E\� WKH� \RXQJ� 6DFLDQ� RI�
ZKHWKHU�3KHUDXODV�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�DV�ULFK�DV�KH�LV�QRZ��3KHUDXODV�UHSOLHV�
WKDW�KH�LV�DFWXDOO\�RI�ORZO\�RULJLQ��WKDW�KH�FRPHV�IURP�YHU\�PRGHVW�FLU-
cumstances and that all that he has he got from Cyrus. The young Sacian 
WKHQ�WHOOV�3KHUDXODV�WKDW�KH�LV�D�EOHVVHG�PDQ��makàrios���WKH�PRUH�VR�VLQFH�
KH�ZDV�RQFH�SRRU��EHFDXVH�RI�ZKLFK�KH�FDQ�HQMR\�KLV�ZHDOWK�DOO�WKH�PRUH��
7KH�3HUVLDQ��KRZHYHU��GRHV�QRW�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKLV�FRQFOXVLRQ�DW�DOO��+H�VD\V�
WKDW�KH�QHLWKHU�HDWV��QRU�GULQNV�QRU�VOHHSV�ZLWK�DQ\�PRUH�]HVW�WKDQ�EHIRUH��
7KH�RQO\�JDLQ�ZKLFK�ZHDOWK�KDV�EURXJKW�KLP�LV�WKDW�KH�LV�REOLJHG�WR�WDNH�
FDUH�RI�PRUH�DQG�WR�GLVWULEXWH�PRUH�WR�RWKHUV��&RQVHTXHQWO\��KH�QRZ�KDV�

52 Ivi, VIII 3, 25-31.
53 Xen. Hier��,������,,������HVS��,������,,������VHH�-RUGRYLü�������������
54 Xen. Hier��,������VHH�-RUGRYLü�������������
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PRUH�ZRUULHV�WKDQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�SRRU��7R�D�UHPDUN�E\�WKH�RWKHU�WKDW�DW�
OHDVW�DW�PRPHQWV�ZKHQ�DOO�LV�DV�LW�VKRXOG�EH�KH�IHHOV�PRUH�KDSSLQHVV��eu-
phràinein��WKDQ�KH��WKH�6DFLDQ��GRHV��3KHUDXODV�UHSOLHV�LQ�WKH�QHJDWLYH��
7KH�SOHDVXUH�WKDW�WKH�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�ZHDOWK�JLYHV�LV�QRW�DW�DOO�SURSRUWLRQDO�
to the grief caused by its loss. Therefore happiness does not disrupt the 
VOHHS�RI�D� VLQJOH�ZHDOWK\�PDQ��ZKLOH� WKH�RQH�ZKR�KDV� ORVW�KLV�ZHDOWK�
cannot close the eyes. The young Sacian then replies that no one drops 
DVOHHS�ZKHQ�KH�LV�ZLQQLQJ��3KHUDXODV�GRHV�QRW�FRQWUDGLFW�WKLV�YLHZ��EXW�
KH�GL൵HUHQWLDWHV�EHWZHHQ�KDYLQJ��èchein��DQG�JHWWLQJ��lambànein���7KH�
rich have much, but they are forced to spend a lot on the gods, friends 
DQG�JXHVWV��+HQFH��DQ\RQH�ZKR�WDNHV�LQWHQVH�SOHDVXUH�LQ�KLV�ZHDOWK�LV�
also intensely distressed by the spending of it. When the young Sacian 
replies that his idea of eudaimonìa is to have much and to spend much, 
3KHUDXODV�WR�KLV�VXUSULVH�JLYHV�KLP�KLV�ZHDOWK�WR�XVH�DV�KH�SOHDVHV��7KH�
3HUVLDQ�DVNV�LQ�UHWXUQ�WR�EH�WUHDWHG�DV�D�JXHVW��DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�VSDULQJO\�
WKDQ�D�JXHVW��EHFDXVH�KH�ZLOO�EH�FRQWHQW� WR�VKDUH�ZKDWHYHU� WKH�6DFLDQ�
KDV��3KHUDXODV�ZLOO�HYHQ�LQWHUFHGH�ZLWK�&\UXV�IRU�WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ�QRW�
to have to serve either in court or in the army, but rather stay at home and 
WDNH�FDUH�RI�KLV�ZHDOWK��7KH�DJUHHPHQW�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ�WR�WKLV�R൵HU�
DQG�KLV�EHOLHI�WKDW�KH�KDV�IRXQG�KDSSLQHVV��eudàimon��GXH�WR�KLV�PDVWHU\�
RI�PXFK�ZHDOWK��VKRZV�WKDW�KH�LV�WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RI�D�homo economicus. 
,W�DOVR�H[SODLQV�ZK\�KH�KDG�RULJLQDOO\�UHIXVHG�WR�H[FKDQJH�KLV�KRUVH�IRU�D�
NLQJGRP��3KHUDXODV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LV�D�WUXH�homo politicus��+H�FRQ-
VLGHUV�KLPVHOI�PRVW�EOHVVHG��makariòtatos��WR�KDYH�IRXQG�D�VWHZDUG�ZKR�
ZLOO�UHOLHYH�KLP�RI�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�ZHDOWK�DQG�SURYLGH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�OHLVXUH�
�scholè��WR�GR�ZKDW�KH�OLNHG�EHVW��%\�WKH�ODWWHU�KH�LV�REYLRXVO\�WKLQNLQJ�
RI�KLV�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�KLV�R൶FLDO�GXWLHV��7KH�¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�WKLV�LV�KLV�UHDGL-
QHVV�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ¶V�GXWLHV�DW�FRXUW�DQG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�ZKLOH�
JLYLQJ�KLP�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�HDUQV�LQ�WKLV�VHUYLFH��7KH�VHFRQG�LV�3KHUDXODV¶�
H[SODQDWLRQ�WKDW�LQ�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�KLV�ZHDOWK��WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ�ZLOO�EH�
GRLQJ�D�JUHDW�IDYRU�QRW�RQO\�WR�KLP�EXW�WR�&\UXV��ZKLFK�FRQ¿UPV�RQFH�
PRUH�WKDW�3KHUDXODV�LQWHQGV�WR�XVH�KLV�OHLVXUH�WLPH�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�WKH�
*UHDW�.LQJ�55 Xenophon, at the end of the encounter, observes that both 
RI�WKHP�ZHUH�KDSS\�ZLWK�WKHLU�QHZ�ZD\�RI�OLYLQJ�56

55 Xen. Cyr��9,,,�����������HVS���������*HUD���������������
56 Xen. Cyr. VIII 3, 48.
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This may seem confusing, since it could lead to the conclusion that 
Xenophon equates the life of the homo politicus�ZLWK�WKDW�RI�WKH�homo 
oeconomicus��7KLV�LV�LQFRPSDWLEOH�QRW�RQO\�ZLWK�WKH�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�
Croesus and Cyrus about bios eudàimon��EXW�DOVR�ZLWK�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�
the entire Cyropaedia��;HQRSKRQ�OHWV� LW�EH�NQRZQ�LQ�QXPHURXV�ZD\V�
WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKLV�FRQFOXVLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�LV�WKH�PDQ\�FRQ-
QHFWLRQV� GUDZQ� EHWZHHQ� OHLVXUH� �scholè�� DQG� 3KHUDXODV¶� GXWLHV�57 To 
mention leisure here is important insofar as both Xenophon and Cyrus 
say that demòtai do not enjoy the same honors as the homòtimoi, not 
because the former are inferior, but because they do not have leisure to 
GHYRWH� WKHPVHOYHV� WR�SXEOLF�D൵DLUV�58 This circumstance is interesting 
because the notion of leisure as a condition for a politically active life 
ZDV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�WKH�DQWL�GHPRFUDWLF�GLVFRXUVH�59 Accordingly, 
3KHUDXODV¶�HDJHUQHVV�WR�H[FKDQJH�ZHDOWK�IRU�OHLVXUH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�OHDG�D�
SROLWLFDOO\�DFWLYH�OLIH�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�DV�D�KLJKO\�SRVLWLYH�DFW�60�+LV�UH-
DOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�ZHDOWK�DOVR�IHWWHUV�D�PDQ�DQG�VKRXOG�MXVW�EH�D�PHDQV�WR�DQ�
HQG�LV�DOO�WKH�PRUH�SUDLVHZRUWK\�EHFDXVH�KH�KLPVHOI�FRPHV�IURP�YHU\�
humble origins.

7KH�VHFRQG�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�;HQRSKRQ�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�3KHUDXODV¶�FKRLFH�
LV�RQH�WR�LPLWDWH�LV�WKH�SUDLVH�ZKLFK�FRPHV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GLDORJXH��
+HUH� ;HQRSKRQ� VD\V� WKDW� 3KHUDXODV� ZDV� D� ORYLQJ� FRPUDGH� �tròpos 
philetàiros��DQG�WKDW� LW�VHHPHG�WR�KLP�PRVW�SOHDVDQW�DQG�XVHIXO� WR�GR�
favors for other people. For he held man to be noblest and most grateful 
RI�DOO�FUHDWXUHV��VLQFH�KH�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�SUDLVH�ZLOO�UHDS�FRXQWHU�SUDLVH��
NLQGQHVV�ZLOO�VWLU�JRRGZLOO�LQ�UHWXUQ�DQG�WKDW�PHQ�FDQQRW�GLVOLNH�WKRVH�
ZKR�ORYH�WKHP��$OO�RWKHU�FUHDWXUHV��FRPSDUHG�WR�PDQ��ZHUH�ODFNLQJ�LQ�
JUDWLWXGH� �acharistòtera��DQG�KHDUW� �aghnomonèstera��61 The emphasis 
on reciprocation as a basic principle of interpersonal relations is rele-
YDQW�LQVRIDU�DV�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�3KHUDXODV�DQG�WKH�6DFLDQ�LV�DV�
much about reciprocity as it is about the type of life one should lead. It 

57 Ivi, VIII 3, 47-48, 50.
58 Ivi, I 2, 15; II 1, 15-19.
59 Thuc. II 40, 2; Eur. Supp. vv. 410-422; Isocr. VII 24; Arist. Pol. 1277b34-1278a10; 
����E�������D��������E�������D�������D�����������E������VHH�DOVR�3O��Apol. 23c.
60 6HH�0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ���������������
61 Xen. Cyr. VIII 3, 49.
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VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�H[FKDQJH�RI�D�KRUVH�IRU�JUDWLWXGH�DQG�HQGV�ZLWK�WKH�H[-
FKDQJH�RI�ZHDOWK�IRU�OHLVXUH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LW�LV�PDGH�FOHDU�WKDW�3KHUDXODV�
PDLQWDLQV�D�UHFLSURFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�&\UXV��WRR�62�7KLV�LV�UHÀHFWHG�
LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LQ�GRLQJ�D�IDYRU�WR�3KHUDXODV��WKH�6DFLDQ�LV�GRLQJ�DOVR�
D�IDYRU�WR�WKH�*UHDW�.LQJ�DQG�WKDW�3KHUDXODV�UHFHLYHV�PDWHULDO�UHZDUGV�
IURP�&\UXV�IRU�KLV�VHUYLFHV��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�KH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FRQVLJQ�WR�
WKH�6DFLDQ��,Q�WKLV�ZD\�LW�LV�VKRZQ�WKDW�WR�DFW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SULQFLSOH�
of reciprocity constitutes one of the cornerstones of happiness. This as-
VHVVPHQW�RI�3KHUDXODV¶�FKDUDFWHU�VKRZV�WKDW�KH�KDV�FRPSOHWHO\�DGRSWHG�
&\UXV¶�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�IULHQGVKLS��philanthropìa and gratitude. Since 
3KHUDXODV�LV�WKH�SHUVRQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�3HUVLDQ�PHULWRFUDF\��D�WUXH�homo re-
ciprocus�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�SHUPLW�KLPVHOI�WR�EH�EOLQGHG�E\�ZHDOWK��KLV�VWULY-
LQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�homo politicus should be seen as proof that, in 
;HQRSKRQ¶V�H\HV��WKLV�ZD\�RI�OLIH�UHSUHVHQWV�bìos eudàimon.63

)LQDOO\��LQ�KLV�ODVW�VSHHFK�WR�KLV�VRQV��IULHQGV�DQG�3HUVLDQ�GLJQLWDU-
LHV��&\UXV�KLPVHOI�PDNHV�D�EULHI��EXW� LPSRUWDQW�VWDWHPHQW�RQ� WKH�QD-
ture of happy life.64�,Q�RUGHULQJ�WKH�VHTXHQFH�RI�VXFFHVVLRQ��WKH�3HUVLDQ�
NLQJ�DQQRXQFHV� WR�KLV� VHFRQG�ERUQ�VRQ� WKDW� UR\DO�SRZHU�ZLOO�SDVV� WR�
&DPE\VHV�DV�WKH�HOGHU��<HW��KH�LV�EHTXHDWKLQJ�KDSSLQHVV��eudaimonìa��
ZLWK� IHZHU�FDUHV� WR�7DQDR[DUHV��ZKR�ZLOO�QRW� ODFN�DQ\�RI� WKH�KXPDQ�
MR\V��7KH�EXUGHQ�RI�NLQJVKLS�LQHYLWDEO\�JRHV�LQ�KDQG�LQ�KDQG�ZLWK�WKH�
FUDYLQJ�IRU�GL൶FXOW�XQGHUWDNLQJV��SORWV�DQG�FRXQWHUSORWV��PDQ\�FDUHV�
DQG� WKH� UHVWOHVV�SDVVLRQ� WR� ULYDO�&\UXV¶�DFKLHYHPHQWV��$OO� WKLV� OHDYHV�
OLWWOH�OHLVXUH��ascholìa��IRU�KDSSLQHVV��euphrànein��65�7KHVH�ZRUGV��KRZ-
HYHU��GR�QRW�JR�WR�VKRZ�WKDW� WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�3HUVLDQ�(PSLUH�DW� WKH�
end of his life had suddenly changed his mind, as may be seen from 
VHYHUDO�LQVWDQFHV��,Q�WKH�VDPH�VSHHFK�KH�XUJHV�WKRVH�SUHVHQW�DOZD\V�WR�
UHPHPEHU�KLP�DV�EOHVVHG��eudàimon/makarìzein���DV�WKH�\HDUV�SDVVHG��
KLV�VWUHQJWK�JUHZ�ZLWK�WKHP��KH�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�DOO�KLV�XQGHUWDNLQJV��KH�
KDV�PDGH�KLV� IULHQGV�KDSS\�ZKLOH�VXEMXJDWLQJ�KLV�HQHPLHV��KH� OHDYHV�
3HUVLD��RQFH�RI�QR�DFFRXQW� LQ�$VLD��DW� WKH�KHLJKW�RI� LWV�SRZHU��KH�KDV�
KHOG�RQ�WR�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�ZRQ��WKURXJKRXW�KLV�ZKROH�OLIH�KH�KDV�IDUHG�

62 See Azoulay 2018, 57-58, 225-226.
63 See Due 1989, 73-75, esp. 75.
64 Xen. Cyr. VIII 7, 6-26, esp. 2, 6-12; see Due 1989, 133-135.
65 Xen. Cyr. VIII 7, 11-12.
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DV�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�ZLVKHG��IHDU�RI�VHHLQJ��KHDULQJ�RU�VX൵HULQJ�HYLO�ZDV�
KLV� OR\DO� FRPSDQLRQ�� QHYHU� OHWWLQJ� KLP�EHFRPH�SUHVXPSWXRXV� �mèga 
phronèin�� RU� H[WUDYDJDQWO\� KDSS\� �euphràinesthai ekpeptamènos��� KH�
feels deep gratitude; and his children survive him.66� ,W� LV� DOVR�ZRUWK�
QRWLQJ�WKDW�7DQDR[DUHV�ZLOO�QRW�OHDG�DQ�LGOH�OLIH��EXW�ZLOO�EH�VDWUDS�WR�WKH�
Medes, Armenians and Cadusians.67�$OO�WKLV�VKRZV�WKDW�LQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�
KLV�VHFRQG�ERUQ�VRQ��&\UXV�ZLVKHV�WR�R൵HU�KLP�FRPIRUW�IRU�QRW�KDYLQJ�
precedence in the succession, and to reduce the possibility of animosity 
DQG�HQY\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EURWKHUV�68

,Q�WKH�IRXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�KDSS\�OLIH�H[DPLQHG�KHUH��WKHUH�DUH�
FHUWDLQ�DPELJXLWLHV�ZKLFK�DW�¿UVW�PLJKW� OHDG�XV� WR�FRQFOXGH� WKDW�bìos 
eudàimon�LV�D�OLIH�WKDW�UHMHFWV�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\��EXW�;HQRSKRQ¶V�DPEL-
JXLW\�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�TXLWH�VLPSOH��%\�VHHPLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�DQRWKHU�ZD\�RI�
OLIH�IURP�WKH�RQH�HPERGLHG�E\�&\UXV��KH�H൵HFWLYHO\�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�
H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKDW�RWKHU�ZD\�LV�ZURQJ��,Q�IDFW��WKLV�LV�PHUHO\�D�PRUH�
SHUIHFWHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�PHWKRG�DSSOLHG�LQ�WKH�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�&URH-
sus and Solon.

;HQRSKRQ¶V�QRWLRQ�RI�bìos eudàimon�VSHDNV�XQHTXLYRFDOO\�LQ�IDYRU�
RI�D�SROLWLFDOO\�DFWLYH�OLIH��+LV�GLVDSSURYDO�RI�WKH�DSROLWLFDO�OLIH�LV�PRVW�
YLYLGO\�H[SUHVVHG�ZKHQ�KH�GHQRXQFHV�LW�DV�D�IHPLQL]HG�OLIH��,Q�$QFLHQW�
*UHHFH�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�QRW�RQO\� FRQVLGHUHG� LQIHULRU� WR�PHQ�� WKH\�ZHUH��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI� WKH� IRUP�RI� FRQVWLWXWLRQ�� H[FOXGHG� IURP�SROLWLFDO� OLIH�� ,W�
LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�VWURQJO\�DGYRFDWHG�D�SROLWL-
FDOO\�DFWLYH�OLIH��VXFK�DV�3ODWR¶V�&DOOLFOHV�DQG�7KXF\GLGHV¶�3HULFOHV��DV-
VHUWHG�WKDW�LW�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�FRXUDJH��andrèia���DEVHQFH�RI�VRIWQHVV�
�malakìa��DQG�eudaimonìa��ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�UHSULPDQGLQJ�WKH�bìos 
idiotikòs��theoretikòs��DV�XQPDQO\��ànandros��69�,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��;HQR-

66 ,YL��9,,,��������������VHH�*HUD�����������
67 Xen. Cyr. VIII 7, 11.
68 Ivi, VIII 7, 9, 15-17.
69 Anandrìa� �3O��Grg.����F�����G�����E���malakìa� �7KXF�� ,,����������3O��Grg�����E��
andrèia��7KXF��,,��������3O��Grg�����E�F�����H����D�����F�G�����D����D���eudaimonìa 
�7KXF��,,��������3O��Grg�����H�����F���FI��-RUGRYLü�������������������������7KH�GHSLF-
tion of Charmides in the Memorabilia as a genuine apràgmon� LV�DOVR�QRWHZRUWK\��
Although far more capable than the contemporary politicians, he hesitates to enter 
SXEOLF�OLIH�DQG�KDQGOH�WKH�PDWWHUV�RI�VWDWH��;HQRSKRQ¶V�6RFUDWHV�SRLQWV�RXW�WR�KLP�WKDW�
PDQ�ZKR�VKULQNV�IURP�SXEOLF�D൵DLUV�FRXOG�EH�UHEXNHG�IRU�EHLQJ�VRIW��malakòs��DQG�
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SKRQ¶V�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHFOLQH�RI�WKH�3HUVLDQ�(PSLUH�LV�DOVR�QRWHZRU-
WK\��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��WKH�SULQFLSDO�UHDVRQ�ZDV�WKH�PRUDO�GHFD\�WKDW�VHW�
in after the death of Cyrus.70�$�SURPLQHQW� V\PSWRP�ZDV�H൵HPLQDF\��
PDQLIHVW�SULPDULO\�LQ�WKH�UHQRXQFHPHQW�RI�3HUVLDQ�HGXFDWLRQ��paidèia��
DQG�VHOI�PDVWHU\��enkràteia���DQG�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�0HGLDQ�GUHVV��stolè���
OX[XU\��habròtes��DQG�VRIWQHVV� �malakìa���$V�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�PRUDO�
GHJUDGDWLRQ�WKH�3HUVLDQV� ORVW� WKHLU�SRZHU�RI�HQGXUDQFH��karterìa���EH-
FDPH�LQIHULRU�LQ�PLOLWDU\�SURZHVV�DQG�OHVV�PDQO\��ànandros��71

The episodes on bìos eudàimon in the Cyropaedia� VKRZ� WKDW�
;HQRSKRQ�DVVRFLDWHV� LW�ZLWK� VWULYLQJ� IRU�SRZHU� �H[SDQVLRQLVP��� FRXU-
DJH��VHOI�NQRZOHGJH��PRGHUDWLRQ��WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�PHULW�DQG�UHFLSURFL-
ty. Courage is not only an important personal quality of Cyrus, but is 
named by him as a distinctive feature of the right path, trod by free, 
honorable men and those that are happiest. The importance of courage 
LV�DOVR�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ERWK�&\UXV�DQG�3KHUDXODV�SRVWXODWH�LW�
as one of the pillars of the rule of merit. The circumstance that Croe-
VXV�DQG�&\D[DUHV�DUH�FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�&\UXV��DQG� WKDW� LQ� WKLV�FRQWH[W�
WKHVH� WZR� RULHQWDO� UXOHUV� IDLO� WR� JUDVS� IXQGDPHQWDO� HWKLFDO� SULQFLSOHV�
VXFK�DV�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�PRGHUDWLRQ��VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKHVH�YDOXHV�UHS-
resent a vital prerequisite for the bìos eudàimon and are internalized by 
WKH�3HUVLDQ�UXOHU��7KXV�� WKH�IRXQGHU�RI� WKH�JUHDWHVW�(PSLUH�XS� WR� WKDW�
time can serve as a paradigm for the bìos eudàimon, as he embodies 
QRW�RQO\�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�TXHVW�IRU�SRZHU��EXW�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�H[HUFLVLQJ�
DEVROXWH�SRZHU�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�FRUUXSWHG�E\�LW�72 A further proof of this 
LV�&\UXV¶�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�KH�QHYHU�EHFDPH�RYHUZHHQLQJ�RU�H[FHVVLYHO\�
KDSS\��EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�LQKLELWHG�E\�IHDU�RI�VHHLQJ��KHDULQJ��RU�VX൵HU-
LQJ�HYLO��3KHUDXODV¶�PRGHVW\�LQ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ�
and his ability to restrain his sense of self-importance in the encounter 

D�FRZDUG��deilòs���DQG�XUJHV�KLP�WR�EHFRPH�SROLWLFDOO\�DFWLYH�EHFDXVH�WKLV�LV�LQ�KLV�
RZQ�EHVW�LQWHUHVW��;HQ��Mem. III 7, 1-9; see also Smp��,9���������,Q�WKH�HSRQ\PRXV�
GLDORJXH��3ODWR�DVVRFLDWHV�&KDUPLGHV�ZLWK�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�sophrosýne as doing his 
RZQ�ZRUN��tà hautoû pràttein��DQG�NQRZLQJ�RQHVHOI��Chrm. 161b-165b; see also Ar. 
Nu��������������FI��-RUGRYLü������������������������ZLWK�QRWH������DQG�����
70 Xen. Cyr. VIII 8.
71 Ivi, 8, 8-9; 15-20, 27.
72 3LQG��Pyth��,,,���������+GW��,�������FI��/HIqYUH������������0XHOOHU�*ROGLQJHQ�������
174-175.
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ZLWK�WKH�FRPPDQGHUV�VHQG�D�VLPLODU�PHVVDJH��7KH�homo novus serves 
further as living proof of the importance of the principle of merit for 
the bìos eudàimon and that this precept for Cyrus is not just an emp-
W\�ZRUG��7KH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�3KHUDXODV�DQG�WKH�6DFLDQ�FRQ¿UPV�
the instrumental nature of reciprocity for the bìos eudàimon. This is 
IXUWKHU�FRUURERUDWHG�E\�&\UXV¶�EHOLHI�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�KLV�ODVW�VSHHFK�WKDW�
he should be remembered as blessed, because he has made his friends 
KDSS\�ZKLOH�VXEMXJDWLQJ�KLV�HQHPLHV�

An important aspect of the bìos eudàimon in the Cyropaedia is that 
LW�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV��$FFRUGLQJO\��FRXUDJH�DQG�PHULW�DUH�
PHQWLRQHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�ULVN�RQH¶V�OLIH�IRU�WKH�
VDNH�RI�RWKHUV��5HFLSURFLW\�VHUYHV�DV�D�SULPH�H[DPSOH�RI� WKH� LQWHUGH-
SHQGHQFH�EHWZHHQ�eudaimonìa and meeting the needs of others. From 
WKLV�LW�PD\�EH�LQIHUUHG�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VHHNV�KDSSLQHVV�KDV�D�GLUHFW�
DQG�LQWULQVLF�PRWLYH�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
Xenophon accepts that self-interest should be an important criterion of 
KXPDQ�DFWLRQ��+RZHYHU��KH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�IRUP�
RI� HJRWLVP� WKDW� WDNHV� RQO\� VHOI�LQWHUHVW� LQWR� DFFRXQW� LV� LUUHFRQFLODEOH�
ZLWK�bìos eudàimon��7KH�H[DPSOHV�RI�&URHVXV��&\D[DUHV�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�
6DFLDQ�GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW� LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKRVH� OLIH� WHQGV� WRZDUGV�PDWHUL-
DO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DQG�HQMR\PHQW�DUH�XQGHU�WKH�PLVFRQFHSWLRQ�RI�OHDGLQJ�D�
happy life. Their actions are so self-centered that they fail to recognize 
KRZ�WKLV�H[DJJHUDWHG�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�ZHOO�EHLQJ�KDV�PDGH�WKHP�
GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�JRRGZLOO�RI�RWKHUV�±�WKH�©KDSS\�OLIHª�WKH\�OHDG�LV�LQ�
IDFW�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�DFWLYLW\��QRW�WKHLU�RZQ�73

)LQDOO\��ZKLOH�;HQRSKRQ¶V�QRWLRQ�RI�bìos eudàimon� H[KLELWV� VXE-
VWDQWLDO�GL൵HUHQFHV�WR�3ODWR¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�eudaimonìa in the Gor-
gias, it also displays some similarities. The most obvious discrepancy is 
that for Xenophon the traditional political active life brings happiness. 
&\UXV¶�bìos eudàimon�LV�LQWULQVLFDOO\�OLQNHG�WR�ZDU��WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�
RI�DQ�HPSLUH�DQG�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�VXSUHPH�SROLWLFDO�DXWKRULW\�LQ�D�PRUH�RU�
OHVV�WUDGLWLRQDO�PDQQHU��7KH�PRVW�QRWDEOH�VLPLODULW\�EHWZHHQ�;HQRSKRQ�
DQG�3ODWR�LV�WKDW�ERWK�VKDUH�WKH�YLHZSRLQW�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�©JUHDW�
SRZHUª��WR�XVH�3ROXV¶�SKUDVH��KDYH�WR�UHMHFW�H[WUHPH�HJRWLVP��7KH�UXOHU�

73 See Azoulay 2018, 34-37.
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FDQQRW��OLNH�D�W\SLFDO�W\UDQW��H[HUFLVH�SRZHU�RQO\�WR�KLV�RZQ�EHQH¿W�DQG�
to the detriment of others, since this is ultimately not in his self-interest. 
+RZHYHU�� WKLV� LV� WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�RYHUODS�HQGV��3ODWR�DUJXHV� WKDW�ZLWK�
WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�WKH�VRXO�LQ�PLQG��LW�LV�EHWWHU�WR�VX൵HU�LQMXVWLFH�WKDQ�WR�
commit it.74�;HQRSKRQ�QHYHU�GHSLFWV�&\UXV�DV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�LQÀLFWLQJ�
RU�VX൵HULQJ�LQMXVWLFH��&\UXV¶�ODVW�VSHHFK��GHOLYHUHG�IURP�KLV�GHDWKEHG��
HPSKDVL]HV�IRU�RQH�ODVW� WLPH�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��D�¿JXUH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
KXPDQ�PDMHVW\�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�LQ�D�GUHDP�DQG�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�
soon depart to the gods; he is convinced to have enjoyed a blissful life; 
he believes that after death the soul leaves the body and does not per-
LVK�ZLWK�LW��DQG�KH�KDV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�JRGV�EHKROG�HYHU\WKLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�
ZLFNHGQHVV�LQ�WKRXJKW��ZRUG�DQG�GHHG�75 The circumstance that Cyrus 
KDV�GHIHDWHG�DQG�VXEMXJDWHG�DOO�KLV�HQHPLHV��ZKR�LQ�WKH�Cyropaedia are 
GHSLFWHG�DV�PRUH�RU�OHVV�XQMXVW��LV�VX൶FLHQW�SURRI�WKDW�KH�QHYHU�WXUQHG�
WKH�RWKHU�FKHHN�WR�LQMXVWLFH��<HW��LW�LV�KDUG�WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�3ODWR�ZRXOG�
ever characterize military conquest and the subjection of large parts of 
WKH�ZRUOG�DV�DQ�DFW�RI�MXVWLFH��:KLOH�3ROXV�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�*UHDW�.LQJ�DV�
KDSS\�DQG�&DOOLFOHV¶�UHJDUGV�WKH�H[SDQVLRQLVP�RI�WKH�3HUVLDQ�UXOHUV�DV�
paradigmatic,76�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV� DUJXHV� LQ� WKH�$IWHUOLIH�0\WK� WKDW� WKH�
MXGJHV�RI� WKH�GHDG�VHH�HDV\� WKURXJK�WKH�QDNHG�VRXOV�RI�PHQ�DQG� WKDW�
WKH�VRXO�RI�WKH�*UHDW�.LQJ��DV�XWWHUO\�FRUUXSWHG��ZLOO�LQHYLWDEO\�HQG�LQ�
the Tartaros.77�3ODWR¶V�EHOLHI�WKDW�DEVROXWH�SRZHU�FRUUXSWV�DEVROXWHO\�LV�
UHÀHFWHG�DOVR�LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�ZRUGV�WKDW�LW�LV�YHU\�KDUG�WR�OLYH�WKH�ZKROH�OLIH�
MXVWO\�ZKHQ�RQH�KDV�IUHHGRP�WR�GR�ZKDW¶V�XQMXVW��©JUHDW�SRZHUª��DQG�
that such men appear rarely.78

74 See notes 10-12.
75 Xen. Cyr. VIII 2-3, VII 6-8, 21-23.
76 3O��Grg. 470e; 483d-e, 492b.
77 ,YL�����H�����F����H��7KH�*UHHNV�SHUFHLYHG�WKH�*UHDW�.LQJ�DV�WKH�W\UDQW�par excel-
lence��VHH�-RUGRYLü�����������QRWH����
78 3O��Grg. 525d-526b.
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Abstract
The question of bìos eudàimon� WDNHV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� SRVLWLRQ� LQ�*UHHN� WKRXJKW�� DV�
VKRZQ�E\�+HURGRWXV�DQG�LQ�3ODWR¶V�Gorgias. Thus, it comes as no real surprise that 
LW� DOVR� SOD\V� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� UROH� LQ�;HQRSKRQ¶V�Cyropaedia��+RZHYHU�� WKH� XVXDO� IR-
FXV� RI�PRGHUQ� VFKRODUV� LV�PDLQO\� GLUHFWHG� RQ� WKH� HQFRXQWHU� RI�&\UXV�ZLWK�&URH-
sus. The present article attempts to overcome the shortcomings of this approach by 
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DOVR�H[SORULQJ�RWKHU�HSLVRGHV�LQ�Cyropaedia�ZKLFK�UHIHU�GLUHFWO\�RU�LQGLUHFWO\�WR�WKH�
question of bìos eudàimon��$SDUW�IURP�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�EHWZHHQ�&\UXV�DQG�&URHVXV��
WKUHH�RWKHU� HQFRXQWHUV�ZLOO� EH� H[DPLQHG�� WKH�EULHI� H[FKDQJH�RI�RSLQLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
&KU\VDQWDV�DQG�&\UXV��WKH�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�&\UXV�DQG�&\D[DUHV��WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�3KHUDXODV�DQG�WKH�\RXQJ�6DFLDQ��DQG�WKH�ODVW�VSHHFK�RI�&\UXV��7KH�DQDO\VHV�
ZLOO�HOXFLGDWH�WKDW�;HQRSKRQ�E\�bìos eudàimon�LPSOLHV�D�SROLWLFDOO\�DFWLYH�OLIH�ZKLFK�
LV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�GLUHFWHG�WR�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV��)LQDOO\��D�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�+HUR-
GRWXV¶�DQG�3ODWR¶V�YLHZV�DLPV�DW�H[SORULQJ�WKH�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GL൵HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�
WKHVH�DXWKRUV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�bìos eudàimon.
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