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7ൺൻඅൾ�ඈൿ�&ඈඇඍൾඇඍඌ� 1. Biographical Ruptures – Continuities in Con-
tent; 2. Educating the German Bourgeoisie in Reality: Continuities; 3. 
From the German Mission to the Public as a Task: Shifts; 4. Conclusion.

To what extent were intellectuals responsible for the Nazi power 
JUDE�LQ�*HUPDQ\"�:KR�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�ZKDW�H[DFWO\"�7KHVH�

questions have been discussed since 1933 – in the beginning, primarily 
by intellectuals, artists, and politicians in exile, and after 1945 more 
ZLGHO\�LQ�WKH�*HUPDQ�SXEOLF��+RZ�FDQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�EHVW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�
QHZ�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�*HUPDQ\��DQG�ZKDW�VKDSH�VKRXOG�WKH�QHZ�QDWLRQ�WDNH"�
2SSRQHQWV� RI�1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVP� DVNHG� WKHPVHOYHV� WKHVH� DQG� UHODWHG�
TXHVWLRQV�VLQFH�WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�©7KLUG�5HLFKª�ZDV�IRUHVHHDEOH�2�7KHVH�
questions were never purely academic in nature, especially not in the 
immediate postwar period, but were at least partly motivated by politi-
cal interest. After 1945, the people deemed responsible could lose their 

1 7KLV�LV�D�WUDQVODWHG�DQG�VRPHZKDW�UHYLVHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�'LHW]H�>����@��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�
ZDV�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�³&XOWXUDO�)RXQGDWLRQV�RI�6RFLDO�,QWHJUDWLRQ´�&HQWUH�RI�([FHOOHQFH�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�.RQVWDQ]��HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�)HGHUDO�
DQG�6WDWH�,QLWLDWLYH�IRU�([FHOOHQFH��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[SUHVV�P\�KHDUWIHOW�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�
&HQWUH�RI�([FHOOHQFH�IRU�LWV�IXQGLQJ��WR�0DUWLQ�%DXHU��+DQV�3HWHU�.U�JHU��)ULHGULFK�
/HQJHU�DQG�+HQQLQJ�7U�SHU�IRU�FRPPHQWV��VXJJHVWLRQV��DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYH�FULWLFLVP�
on this essay, and to my student assistant Melissa Huber for her support regarding 
WKH�¿QDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�WH[W�
2 For discussions among exiles concerning the responsibility of intellectuals, see, for 
H[DPSOH��WKH�PDWHULDO�RQ�WKH�*HUPDQ�$FDGHP\�LQ�H[LOH�LQ�/HKPDQQ�>����@��2Q�SODQV�
IRU�*HUPDQ\�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�H[LOH��VHH��HVSHFLDOO\��.RHEQHU�et al��>����@��DQG�.URKQ�et 
al��>����@�
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DFDGHPLF�SRVLWLRQV��%\�FRQWUDVW�� WKRVH�ZKR�PDQDJHG� WR�FRQYLQFH� WKH�
new university administrations and the Allied and political authorities 
that they and the disciplines they represented would contribute to devel-
RSLQJ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�VRFLHW\�RIWHQ�UHFHLYHG�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW��<HW�HYHQ�
from the mid-1960s, when the generation most accountable for the Nazi 
WDNHRYHU��WKH�ZDU�RI�DJJUHVVLRQ��DQG�WKH�+RORFDXVW�UHDFKHG�UHWLUHPHQW�
age, the debates about responsibility and the contribution of individu-
al intellectuals did not abate. Moreover, the issue of personal respon-
VLELOLW\� H[SDQGHG� WR� LQFOXGH�KRZ�RQH�GHDOW�ZLWK�*HUPDQ\¶V�SDVW��)RU�
example, the students of historians who had borne some responsibility 
GXULQJ�WKH�©7KLUG�5HLFKª�KDYH��PRUH�UHFHQWO\��DOVR�KDG�WR�DGGUHVV�KRZ�
WKH\�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV¶�SDVW��$QG�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��WRR��ZDV�SROLWLFDO�
DV�LW�FRXOG�VHUYH�WR�HVWDEOLVK�RU�GHVWUR\�LQGLYLGXDOV¶�PRUDO�OHJLWLPDF\�3

+RZHYHU��DURXQG�������WZR�ERRNV�DSSHDUHG�WKDW�ZHUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�
LQÀXHQWLDO�LQ�IRUJLQJ�D�QHZ�DQDO\WLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV¶�UH-
lationship to National Socialism: the 1987 study The Other God That 
Failed: Hans Freyer and the Deradicalization of German Conserva-
tism�E\�-HUU\�=��0XOOHU��DQG�'LUN�YDQ�/DDN¶V������ZRUN�Gespräche in 
der Sicherheit des Schweigens��0XOOHU¶V�VXEMHFW�ZDV�VRFLRORJLVW�+DQV�
)UH\HU��ZKR�EHFDPH�D�SURPLQHQW�SURSRQHQW�RI�WKH�©&RQVHUYDWLYH�5HYR-
OXWLRQª�DQG�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�SLRQHHU�RI�1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVP�ZLWK�KLV�ERRN�
Revolution von rechts� �������� :LWKRXW� ZKLWHZDVKLQJ�� 0XOOHU� WUDFHG�
)UH\HU¶V� LGHRORJLFDO�SRVLWLRQV� WRZDUG� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�����V��DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKH�ZD\V� WKDW�KH�FRQIRUPHG� WR� WKH�1D]L� VWDWH�RI�KLV�RZQ�DFFRUG� �KLV�
Selbst-Gleichschaltung�� DQG�ZRUNHG� WRZDUG�JHWWLQJ� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
/HLS]LJ�DQG�WKH�*HUPDQ�6RFLHW\�IRU�6RFLRORJ\�WR�FRQIRUP�WR�1D]L�LGH-
RORJ\�DV�ZHOO��Gleichschaltung���DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��0XOOHU�VKRZHG�WKDW�
Freyer began to grow increasingly disillusioned with National Socialism 
LQ�������OHDGLQJ�KLP�WR�XQGHUJR�D�SURFHVV�RI�GHUDGLFDOL]DWLRQ��0XOOHU¶V�
aim was not to assign political blame but to examine by means of this 
FDVH�VWXG\�D�WKRXJKW�SURFHVV�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�D�KRVW�RI�UDGLFDO�*HUPDQ�
conservatives. He sought to understand how a prominent intellectual 
who had welcomed and supported the Nazi «revolution» dealt with the 

3 $�JRRG�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�GHEDWHV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�)LVFKHU�	�/RUHQ]�>����@��7KH�
TXHVWLRQV�DQG�DQVZHUV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�JHQHUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�¿HOG�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�
+RKOV�	�-DUDXVFK�>����@�
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GLUHFWLRQ�LW�WRRN�DQG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�FRQFOXVLRQV�)UH\HU�GUHZ�IURP�
WKLV��$V�D�VRUW�RI�FRPSOHPHQW�WR�0XOOHU¶V�ZRUN��'LUN�YDQ�/DDN�DQDO\]HG�
the corresponding ways in which people dealt with the past in the early 
)HGHUDO� 5HSXEOLF� XVLQJ� WKH� H[DPSOH� RI� &DUO� 6FKPLWW� DQG� KLV� IROORZ-
HUV��,Q�YDQ�/DDN¶V�ZRUN�DV�ZHOO��WKH�SUHFLVH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
processes of interpretation, reinterpretation, and adaptation under new 
SROLWLFDO�FRQGLWLRQV�WRRN�WKH�SODFH�RI�PRUDOL]LQJ�RXWUDJH�DW�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�
WKDW�6FKPLWW�VWLOO�ZLHOGHG�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�

7KHVH�WZR�ZRUNV�LQVSLUHG�D�VHULHV�RI�FDVH�VWXGLHV��PRVW�RI�ZKLFK�
H[DPLQHG�WKH�©$FDGHPLF�3ROLWLFV�RI�0HPRU\ª��Akademische Vergan-
genheitspolitik��E\�PHDQV�RI�ELRJUDSKLHV�RI�*HUPDQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�>:HLV-
EURG�����������@�4 If one juxtaposes the results of these and other simi-
ODU�VWXGLHV��FHUWDLQ�SDWWHUQV�RI�EHKDYLRU�ZLWK�VLJQL¿FDQW�RYHUODS�FRPH�WR�
light, ranging from self-mobilization and deradicalization to complete 
EUHDNV�ZLWK�WKH�SDVW��©6HOI�PRELOL]DWLRQª�ZDV�D�UHODWLYHO\�FRPPRQ�UH-
DFWLRQ�DURXQG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�����V��,W�FDQ�EH�GH¿QHG�DV�D�UDGL-
FDOL]DWLRQ� RI� RQH¶V� WKLQNLQJ� DQG� DFWLRQV� H[SUHVVHG� E\� GLUHFW� SROLWLFDO�
engagement with the National Socialist movement, and the hope that 
Nazis would carry out the imminent national revolution. Hans Frey-
er self-mobilized around the time of the elections in September 1930; 
Martin Heidegger did so at the latest from 1932, with Carl Schmitt fall-
LQJ�LQ�OLQH�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�1D]L�WDNHRYHU�LQ������>VHH�0XOOHU�������
&K�����2WW�����������൵���0RUDW�������&K�������*URVV����������൵�@��/HVV�
SURPLQHQW�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�IROORZHG�WKLV�SDWWHUQ�DV�ZHOO�>VHH�
/DQJHZLHVFKH�����@��'HUDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�±�XQGHUVWRRG�DV��YROXQWDU\�RU�LQ-
YROXQWDU\�� UHWUHDW� IURP�SROLWLFV� DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW�ZLWK�
VRPH�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�WKH�©7KLUG�5HLFKª�±�JHQHUDWHG�D�EURDG�VSHFWUXP�
RI�EHKDYLRUV��2QH�SROH��H[HPSOL¿HG�E\�&DUO�6FKPLWW��0DUWLQ�+HLGHJJHU��
DQG�(UQVW�-�QJHU��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�D�ODUJH�GHJUHH�RI�
FRQWLQXLW\��7KHVH� LQWHOOHFWXDOV�DGKHUHG� WR� WKH�SRVLWLRQV� WKH\�KDG�KHOG�

4 2Q�WKH�WHUP�©$FDGHPLF�3ROLWLFV�RI�0HPRU\ª��VHH�:HLVEURG�>����������@��)RU�FDVH�
VWXGLHV�WKDW�IROORZHG��VHH�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�LQ�:HLVEURG¶V�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG������ERRN��
DV�ZHOO�DV�0RUDW�>����@��&DUROD�'LHW]H�DSSOLHG�WKH�VDPH�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�ELRJUDSK\�
RI�DQ�HPLJUDQW�LQ�'LHW]H�>����D@��)XUWKHU�VWXGLHV�ZLWK�DQDORJRXV�UHVHDUFK�LQWHUHVWV�
LQFOXGH��IRU�H[DPSOH��(W]HP�OOHU�>����@��(FNHO�>����@��'HKOL�>����@��DQG�IRU�WKH�*'5�
.H�OHU�>����@�
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DURXQG�������7R�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�WKHLU�XQH[SHFWHG�PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ��KRZ-
HYHU�� WKH\� QRZ� VRXJKW� RXW� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� H[FOXVLYHO\�ZLWK� OLNH�PLQGHG�
SHRSOH��FXOWLYDWHG�©DWWLWXGHV�RI�VHFOXVLRQ�DQG�SDVVLYLW\ª�>0RUDW�������
��@�� GHIHQGHG� WKHPVHOYHV� IURP� FULWLFLVP� DQG� TXLHWO\� GLVWDQFHG� WKHP-
selves from their former positions with subtle arguments, and post-
SRQHG�WKHLU�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXH�UHYROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�GLVWDQW�IXWXUH�>YDQ�
/DDN�������HVS��&KV������DQG������0RUDW�������SDUWLFXODUO\�&KV�����@��
2WKHUV��VXFK�DV�+DQV�)UH\HU��UHFRQVLGHUHG�WKHLU�RZQ�IXQGDPHQWDO�SROLW-
ical assumptions, said adieu to radical politics, and resignedly criticized 
WKH�PRGHUQ��OLEHUDO�VRFLHW\�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�WKH\�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�
DLPHG�WR�SUHYHQW�>VHH�0XOOHU�������&KV������@��6WLOO�RWKHUV��OLNH�$OH[-
DQGHU�0LWVFKHUOLFK�� WULHG� WR�EUHDN�DV� WKRURXJKO\� DV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK� WKH�
JXLGLQJ�SROLWLFDO�DQG�DFDGHPLF�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKHLU�1D]L�SDVW�E\�H൵HFWLQJ�
D�UDGLFDO�:HVWHUQL]DWLRQ��QRZ�H[SUHVVLQJ�VXVSLFLRQ�IRU�*HUPDQ�WUDGL-
WLRQV�RI�WKRXJKW�SHU�VH�>VHH�'HKOL�����������൵�@��7KH�SROH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
discontinuity is represented by Hans Schneider, who tried to denazify 
himself by changing his identity. He had been a unit leader in Heinrich 
+LPPOHU¶V�SHUVRQDO�VWD൵��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�PDQ�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�66�$KQHQ-
HUEH��DQFHVWUDO�KHULWDJH�� LQ� WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��8QGHU� WKH�JXLVH�RI�+DQV�
Schwer te, though, he became a left-liberal-leaning professor of litera-
ture at the Rheinisch-Westfälische Technische Hochschule��5:7+��LQ�
$DFKHQ�>VHH�/HJJHZLH�������.|QLJ�����@��7KHVH�YDULRXV�UHVSRQVHV�RI�
intellectuals who supported National Socialism to developments in the 
©7KLUG�5HLFKª�W\SLFDOO\�HPHUJHG�DW�FHUWDLQ�KLVWRULFDO�PRPHQWV�� WKRVH�
ZKR� FXOWLYDWHG� FRQWLQXLW\� LQ� WKHLU� WKLQNLQJ� RU� JUDGXDOO\� WUDQVIRUPHG�
it usually began to grow disillusioned in the mid-1930s, whereas those 
ZKR�FKRVH�WR�EUHDN�FRPSOHWHO\�ZLWK�WKH�SDVW�W\SLFDOO\�GLG�VR�LQ�WKH�PLG�
1940s.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�VWXGLHV�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDOV¶�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�GHDOW�ZLWK�LW��QHZ�VWXGLHV�KDYH�WDNHQ�XS�WKH�
question of how intellectuals contributed to the success of the Federal 
5HSXEOLF��7KH�SRLQW�RI�UHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKLV�GHEDWH�LV�DQ�HVVD\�FROOHFWLRQ�
IURP������ZKLFK�PDLQWDLQV�WKDW�WKH�)UDQNIXUW�6FKRRO�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�©7KH�,QWHOOHFWXDO�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLFª�>$OEUHFKW�et 
al������@��,Q�FRQWUDVW��3DXO�1ROWH�UHJDUGHG�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�VRFLRORJ\�SHU�
VH� DV� DQ� DQWL�XWRSLDQ� ©VFLHQFH� RI� UHDOLW\ª� DQG� DSSOLHG� -HUU\�0XOOHU¶V�
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GHUDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�WKHVLV��GHYHORSHG�IRU�©&RQVHUYDWLYH�5HYROXWLRQDULHVª��
WR�WKH�VRFLDO�VFLHQFHV�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�RQ�WKH�ZKROH��DQG�SDUWLFX-
ODUO\�WR�WKH�VFKRROV�LQ�)UDQNIXUW��&RORJQH��DQG�0�QVWHU�WKDW�UHYROYHG�
DURXQG�7KHRGRU�:��$GRUQR� DQG�0D[�+RUNKHLPHU��5HQp�.|QLJ�� DQG�
+HOPXW� 6FKHOVN\���1ROWH� VDZ� WKH�ZRUN� RI� VREHU� VRFLRORJ\� ±�ZKHUHLQ�
WKH�©VKULQNLQJ�RI�WKH�WLPH�IUDPHª�FRQVWLWXWHG�D�©GHSDUWXUH�IURP�XWR-
SLDª� �5HLQKDUW� .RVHOOHFN�� ±� DV� FUXFLDO� WR� WKH� VXFFHVV� RI� WKH� )HGHUDO�
5HSXEOLF�>1ROWH�����@��-HQV�+DFNH�� LQ� WXUQ��GHFODUHG�GHUDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�XWRSLDQ�WKLQNLQJ�D�©SKLORVRSK\�RI�FLYLF�QHVVª�
�Philosophie der Bürgerlichkeit��DQG�ORFDWHG�LWV�RULJLQ�LQ�WKH�FLUFOH�RI�
VWXGHQWV�DURXQG�WKH�0�QVWHU�SKLORVRSKHU�-RDFKLP�5LWWHU��,Q�KLV�YLHZ��
LQWHOOHFWXDOV�OLNH�+HUPDQQ�/�EEH�DQG�2GR�0DUTXDUG��DQG�not those in 
)UDQNIXUW�ZKR�SHUVLVWHG�LQ�WKHLU�XWRSLDQ�DQG�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ��FDUULHG�
RXW� WKH� ©OLEHUDO�FRQVHUYDWLYH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� WKH� )HGHUDO�5HSXEOLFª��
WKXV�PDNLQJ�WKH�GHFLVLYH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�
*HUPDQ\�>+DFNH�����������@�

2QH�SUREOHP�ZLWK� WKLV�GHEDWH�DERXW� LQWHOOHFWXDOV¶� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR�
WKH�QHZ�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�*HUPDQ\��DVLGH�IURP�LWV�UHQHZHG�SROLWLFL]DWLRQ��LV�
that neither the concept of «intellectuals» nor that of «contribution» is 
FOHDUO\�GH¿QHG��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKHUH�LV�QR�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�LQWHO-
lectuals and academics, nor discussion of which non-academics qualify 
DV�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�RU�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�PDNH�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�FRQWUL-
EXWLRQ��7KXV�IDU��WKH�DXWKRUV�LQ�WKH�GHEDWH�KDYH�GHDOW�H[FOXVLYHO\�ZLWK�
SURIHVVRUV�±�LQGHHG��RQO\�ZLWK�*HUPDQ�SURIHVVRUV�LQ�WKH�KXPDQLWLHV�DQG�
social sciences – without discussing this exclusive selection or justify-
ing it. Even the possible intellectual contributions of natural scientists 
IDLO�WR�FRPH�LQWR�YLHZ��OHW�DORQH�WKRVH�RI�*HUPDQ�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ZULW-
ers, poets, artists, architects, city planners, musicians, stage artists and 
actors; newspaper, radio, and television journalists; and politicians who 
UHÀHFWHG�RQ� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� WKH�VWDWH�� WKH�H൵HFWV�RI�VXSUDQDWLRQDO�
DQG�LPSHUVRQDO�SURFHVVHV�OLNH�WKH�&ROG�:DU�DQG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�FRQ-
VXPHU�DQG�PHGLD�VRFLHW\�DUH��OLNHZLVH��OHIW�RXW�5 Such a narrow focus 
GRHV�QRW�GR�MXVWLFH�WR�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�OLIH�RI�WKH�HDUO\�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��
PRUHRYHU��LW�VHHPV�WKDW�VFKRODUV�DUH�RYHUHVWLPDWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�¿HOG¶V�VLJ-

5 )RU�VXFK�D�EURDG�DSSURDFK��+HUPDQG�>����@�VWLOO�VHWV�WKH�VWDQGDUG��DV�ZHOO�DV��DERYH�
DOO��WKH�YROXPHV�E\�6FKLOGW�	�6\ZRWWHN�>����@��1DXPDQQ�>����@��DQG�+HUEHUW�>����@�
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QL¿FDQFH�IRU�VRFLHW\��7KLV�WHQGHQF\�LV�H[DFHUEDWHG�E\�D�ODFN�RI�FULWHULD�
for determining what even counts as an «intellectual contribution to the 
IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLFª��,Q�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�
high points of intellectual history, the aforementioned literature does 
retrace the debates of university professors and the transformation of 
their arguments. However, the reach of these debates – the concrete in-
ÀXHQFH�WKDW�WKH�SURWDJRQLVWV�ZLHOGHG�ERWK�LQVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�DFDGHP-
ia – remains unclear, as does the nature of the relationship between this 
LQÀXHQFH�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��&RQVHTXHQWO\��VWXGLHV�LQ�UHFHSWLRQ�KLVWRU\�±�
OLNH�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�VFLHQFH�±�DUH�QHHGHG�>VHH��IRU�H[DPSOH��.HOO\�
����@��2QO\�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�VXFK�VWXGLHV�FDQ�WKH�UHODWLYH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
the contribution of social scientists and scholars in the humanities to the 
LQWHOOHFWXDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�EH�DVFHUWDLQHG�

7KH�IROORZLQJ�UHPDUNV�SODFH�+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU¶V�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�LQWHO-
lectual development in the context of these two research debates while 
NHHSLQJ� WKH� DERYHPHQWLRQHG� UHVHUYDWLRQV� LQ�PLQG�� )LUVW�� ZH� KDYH� WR�
GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�3OHVVQHU�ZDV� HYHQ�DQ� LQWHOOHFWXDO� �Intellektueller���
He himself would have used the term Geistiger� �WKLQNHU��RU�Gebilde-
ter� �HGXFDWHG�SHUVRQ��DQG�VDZ�KLPVHOI�DV�D�SKLORVRSKHU�DQG�SURIHVVRU�
who tried to do justice to the social responsibility that came with his 
SXEOLF�R൶FH�DQG�H[FHSWLRQDO�VWDWXV��7KLV�VHOI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��KRZHYHU��
corresponds to what today would ordinarily be called an «intellectual»: 
D�SHUVRQ�HGXFDWHG�LQ�VFKRODUVKLS�DQG�WKH�DUWV�ZKR�ZRUNV�SULPDULO\�LQ�
WKH�UHDOP�RI�WKRXJKW��WDNHV�D�VWDQG�RQ�VRFLDO�LVVXHV��DQG�H[SUHVVHV�WKHP�
in society.6�$PRQJ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�VR�GH¿QHG��3OHVVQHU�LV�D�UDUH�EUHHG�LQ�
WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�*HUPDQ\��+H�ZDV�D�PDQ�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�PLGGOH�ZKR�
rejected totalitarianism on both the right and left all his life – indeed, he 
H[SUHVVO\�FDXWLRQHG�DJDLQVW�ERWK�IRUPV�RI�SROLWLFDO�H[WUHPLVP��+H�OLNH-
ZLVH�UHMHFWHG�HYHU\�IRUP�RI�HVVHQWLDOLVP�DV�QRW�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�PDQ��den 
Menschen�� DQG�ZDV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� VNHSWLFDO� RI� DQ\�NLQG� RI� WKLQNLQJ�
that promised salvation in this world. Moreover, he was a «half-Jew» 
DQG�DQ�HPLJUDQW��7KXV�� LQ�FRQWUDVW� WR� WKH�DERYHPHQWLRQHG�ULJKW�ZLQJ�
LQWHOOHFWXDOV� ZKR� DGYRFDWHG� IRU� WKH� ©7KLUG� 5HLFKª�� 3OHVVQHU� GLG� QRW�
undergo processes of self-mobilization and disillusionment, nor did he 

6 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�LQ�Duden�>���������@��7KH�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�GLPHQVLRQ�
LV�ODFNLQJ�LQ�Duden��DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�VWLOO�SUHVHQW�E\�PHDQV�RI�WKH�WHUP¶V�HW\PRORJ\�
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KDYH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�LVVXH�RI�KLV�RZQ�JXLOW��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�3OHVVQHU��ZKR�
was a liberal philosopher and sociologist and also a victim of the Nazi 
regime, the question is rather what conclusions he drew from his expe-
ULHQFH�RI�1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVP�DQG�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�DQG�WKH�H൵HFWV�
WKLV�KDG�RQ�KLV�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�DFWLRQV��,Q�DQVZHULQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��,�ZLOO�
demonstrate continuity and shifts in his themes, contents, methods, and 
political positions, as well as his comportment and self-understanding 
DV�D�SKLORVRSKHU�DQG�SURIHVVRU��,�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�SROLWLFDO�SKL-
ORVRSK\��SDUWLFXODUO\�RI�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��DQG�DVN��GLG�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
who was never radical undergo processes of deradicalization and depar-
WXUH�IURP�XWRSLD��WRR"

,Q�RUGHU�WR�DQVZHU�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��,�ZLOO�¿UVW�EULHÀ\�GHVFULEH�WKH�FRQ-
WLQXLWLHV� DQG� UXSWXUHV� LQ� 3OHVVQHU¶V� OLIH� DQG� RHXYUH�� 7KH� VHFRQG� VHF-
WLRQ�ZLOO� DQDO\]H� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� RI� WKH�*HUPDQ� ERXUJHRLVLH� LQ� UHDOLW\�
�Erziehung zur Wirklichkeit�� ±� DQG� DZD\� IURP�XWRSLDQ� WKLQNLQJ� ±� DV�
D�GHFLVLYH�DQG�HYHU�SUHVHQW�FRQFHUQ�LQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\��
$IWHU� WKDW�� WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ� WXUQV� WR� WKH� VKLIWV�3OHVVQHU¶V� H[SHULHQFH�RI�
1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVP�DQG�:RUOG�:DU�,,�EURXJKW�DERXW�LQ�KLV�WKLQNLQJ��,Q�
WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��LW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�3OHVVQHU¶V�
ZRUNV�DUH�ODUJHO\�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�FRQWLQXLWLHV�LQ�KLV�EDVLF�FRQYLFWLRQV��
5XSWXUHV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�KLV�OLIH��VXFK�DV�
KLV�H[SXOVLRQ�IURP�*HUPDQ\��WKDQ�E\�D�QHHG�WR�UHWKLQN�KLV�LGHDV��QHLWKHU�
in his contributions to philosophical anthropology nor in his political 
philosophy did he need to fundamentally alter his positions or announce 
D�©FRQYHUVLRª��Kehre���0DUWLQ�+HLGHJJHU���1RQHWKHOHVV��3OHVVQHU¶V�H[-
SHULHQFH� RI�1DWLRQDO� 6RFLDOLVP� GLG� FKDQJH� KLV� WKLQNLQJ� DQG� DFWLRQV��
/RRNLQJ�IRU�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�VKLIWV�LQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�OLIH�DQG�RHXYUH��RQH�FDQ�
observe parallels between the years up to about 1925 and from 1934/35, 
ZKHUHDV�WKH�WLPH�DURXQG������LV�GL൵HUHQW�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�SKDVHV��3OHVV-
QHU¶V�SDWWHUQV�RI�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�DFWLQJ�DURXQG������PRVW�FOHDUO\�UHVHPEOH�
his patterns from the beginning of the 1920s and from 1935 onwards 
UDWKHU�WKDQ�KLV�SDWWHUQV�DURXQG�������7KHVH�FKDQJHV��KRZHYHU��FRQVWL-
tute shifts rather than ruptures or profound revisions. Concerning the 
timing of these shifts, they correspond roughly to the period when the 
ULJKW� UDGLFDO� WKLQNHUV� ZHUH� XQGHUJRLQJ� VHOI�PRELOL]DWLRQ� DQG� GLVLOOX-
VLRQPHQW��7KH\�UHODWH�WR�3OHVVQHU¶V�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�*HUPDQ\��DV�ZHOO�DV�
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KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��$URXQG�������3OHVVQHU�JDYH�XS�ERWK�WKH�
LGHD�RI�D�*HUPDQ�PLVVLRQ�DQG�KLV�HOLWH�KDELWV�RI�WKH�\HDUV�DURXQG�������
,QVWHDG��KH�WUDQVIRUPHG�KLPVHOI�LQWR�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�H൵HFWLYH�VFKRODU�
ZKR�FRQVFLRXVO\�WRRN�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�D�SXEOLF�LQWHOOHFWXDO�

1. Biographical Ruptures – Continuities in Content

+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU��ERUQ�LQ�:LHVEDGHQ�LQ�������ZDV�WKH�VRQ�RI�)HGRU�
3OHVVQHU�� D� GRFWRU� DQG�PHGLFDO� FRXQVHORU�� DQG� KLV� ZLIH� (OLVDEHWK��
He grew up in a prestigious private sanatorium frequented by in-
ternational patients.7 He studied medicine, biology, and philosophy 
LQ� )UHLEXUJ�� +HLGHOEHUJ�� %HUOLQ�� *|WWLQJHQ�� DQG� (UODQJHQ�� $W� WKH�
beginning of World War I, he volunteered to serve but could not 
EHFDXVH� KH� ZDV� GLVDEOHG� LQ� KLV� ULJKW� DUP�� ,QVWHDG�� 3OHVVQHU� FRP-
pleted his doctorate in the summer of 1916 with a dissertation on 
.DQW�� +H� ¿QLVKHG� KLV� KDELOLWDWLRQ� LQ� ����� LQ� &RORJQH� DQG� WDXJKW�
WKHUH� DV� DQ�DGMXQFW�SURIHVVRU� �Privatdozent and außerplanmäßiger 
Professor��XQWLO�������:LWK�KLV�SXEOLFDWLRQV�Die Einheit der Sinne 
>����@� �The Unity of the Senses�� DQG�Die Stufen des Organischen 
und der Mensch�>����@��Levels of Organic Life and Human�>����@���
he developed his own version of modern philosophical anthropol-
ogy. In addition, with Die Grenzen der Gemeinschaft >����@��Lim-
its of Community >����@��DQG�Macht und menschliche Natur >����@�
�Political Anthropology� >����@��� KH� RXWOLQHG� D� SROLWLFDO� SKLORVRSK\�
EXLOW�XSRQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�KLV�DQWKURSRORJ\��,Q�-DQXDU\�������3UHVLGHQW�
+LQGHQEXUJ�PDGH�$GROI�+LWOHU�FKDQFHOORU�RI�*HUPDQ\��6KRUWO\�DI-
WHU�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�LQ�$SULO������RI�WKH�/DZ�IRU�WKH�5HFRQVWLWXWLRQ�
RI�WKH�3URIHVVLRQDO�&LYLO�6HUYLFH��Gesetz zur Wiederherstellung des 
Berufsbeamtentums���ZKLFK�GLVFULPLQDWHG�DJDLQVW�DOO�VWDWH�VHUYDQWV�

7 2Q�3OHVVQHU¶V�OLIH�DQG�ZRUN��VHH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��'LHW]H�>����D@��DV�ZHOO�.U�JHU�>����@�
DQG�.U�JHU�>����@��+DXFNH�>����@��.lPSI�>����@��)LVFKHU�>����@��DQG�IRU�WKH�SHUL-
RG�XS�WR�������6FK��OHU�>����@��)RU�LQWURGXFWRU\�WH[WV�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V�
ZRUNV�LQ�(QJOLVK��FI��HVS��WKH�VSHFLDO�LVVXH�RI�Iris�>3KLORVRSKLFDO�$QWKURSRORJ\�DQG�
&RQWHPSRUDU\�*HUPDQ�7KRXJKW�����@��WKH�VSHFLDO�LVVXH�Soma and Psyche edited by 
Shusterman for the Journal of Speculative Philosophy� >6KXVWHUPDQ�����@��GH�0XO�
>����@��)LVFKHU�>����@��DV�ZHOO�DV�%HUQVWHLQ�>����@�



&ൺඋඈඅൺ�'ංൾඍඓൾ

22

who did not support National Socialism or were of Jewish descent, 
3OHVVQHU�ZDV� SURKLELWHG� IURP� WHDFKLQJ� DW� D�*HUPDQ�XQLYHUVLW\��$W�
¿UVW��LQ�WKH�KRSH�RI�JHWWLQJ�D�SRVLWLRQ�DW�WKH�QHZO\�IRXQGHG�8QLYHUVL-
W\�RI�,VWDQEXO��KH�WUDYHOHG�WR�7XUNH\��7KHUH��KH�UHFHLYHG�ZRUG�WKDW�KLV�
'XWFK�FROOHDJXH�)UHGHULN�-��-��%X\WHQGLMN�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�R൵HU�KLP�
D�WZR�\HDU�IHOORZVKLS�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*URQLQJHQ��3OHVVQHU�ZHQW�
to the Netherlands, where his analysis of the National Socialist rise 
to power, Das Schicksal deutschen Geistes im Ausgang seiner bür-
gerlichen Epoche �ODWHU�UHYLVHG�DQG�UHSXEOLVKHG�DV�WKH�PXFK�EHWWHU�
NQRZQ�Die verspätete Nation� >����@�� LQ�(QJOLVK��The Delayed Na-
tion���HPHUJHG�IURP�OHFWXUHV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�DOO�GHSDUWPHQWV�LQ������
DQG�������7KDQNV� WR�D� IHOORZVKLS�IURP�WKH�5RFNHIHOOHU�)RXQGDWLRQ�
DQG�ODWHU�DQ�HQGRZHG�FKDLU�LQ�VRFLRORJ\�FUHDWHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�KLP��
KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�*URQLQJHQ��,W�ZDV�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�WKDW�KH�
was able to continue his philosophical anthropology with Lachen 
und Weinen >����@��Laughing and Crying�>����@���7KH�*HUPDQ�RF-
FXS\LQJ�IRUFHV�GLVPLVVHG�3OHVVQHU�RQFH�DJDLQ�LQ�������+H�PDQDJHG�
to survive the war years and the Holocaust by going underground in 
8WUHFKW�DQG�$PVWHUGDP��$IWHU� WKH�ZDU�HQGHG��KH� WRRN�XS�KLV�SUR-
fessorship in sociology once again, and in 1946 was appointed full 
SURIHVVRU�RI�SKLORVRSK\��D�UDUH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�IRU�D�*HUPDQ�LQ�WKH�1HWK-
erlands directly after the war. In 1951, he received an appointment 
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*|WWLQJHQ��ZKHUH�KH�WDXJKW�DV�D�VRFLRORJLVW�DQG�
philosopher until 1962. After his retirement, he accepted an invita-
WLRQ�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�7KHRGRU�+HXVV�3URIHVVRU�DW�WKH�1HZ�6FKRRO�IRU�
6RFLDO�5HVHDUFK�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��7KHUHDIWHU��KH�VHWWOHG�GRZQ�LQ�(UOHQ-
EDFK�QHDU�=�ULFK�DQG�OHFWXUHG�SDUW�WLPH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�=�ULFK��
+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�*|WWLQJHQ�DW�DQ�DGYDQFHG�DJH��G\LQJ�WKHUH�DW����

,Q�YLHZ�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V�OLIH�VWRU\��LW�LV�KDUGO\�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�KLV�UHMHF-
WLRQ�RI�UDGLFDOLVP�DQG�HVVHQWLDOLVP��DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�VNHSWLFLVP�RI�XWRSLDQ�
SROLWLFDO�H[SHFWDWLRQV�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�SURPLVHG�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��
ZHUH�QRW�MXVW�LQWHOOHFWXDO�SRVLWLRQV�EXW�FRQYLFWLRQV�WKDW�KH�OLYHG�E\��:KDW¶V�
more, he embodied them to model how to deal with others and out of per-
sonal need. In the international private sanatorium that his parents ran, 
KH�KDG�JURZQ�XS�DURXQG�WKH�DUW�RI�FRVPRSROLWDQ�VRFLDELOLW\�RI�WKH�¿Q�GH�
VLqFOH��&HUWDLQO\��KH�GLG�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�©8QFRPSURPLVLQJ�*HQHUDWLRQª�
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>:LOGW�����@�8�,Q�DGGLWLRQ��3OHVVQHU¶V�VHOI�SHUFHSWLRQ�FRQWUDGLFWHG�RWKHUV¶�
SHUFHSWLRQ� RI� KLP� EHFDXVH� KLV� EDFNJURXQG� GLG� QRW� DVVLJQ� KLP� D� FOHDU�
LGHQWLW\�±�KLV�IDWKHU�ZDV�ERUQ�-HZLVK�EXW�FRQYHUWHG�WR�/XWKHUDQLVP�DQG�
KLV�PRWKHU�ZDV�RI�WKH�5HIRUPHG�FRQIHVVLRQ��:KHUHDV�3OHVVQHU�SHUFHLYHG�
KLPVHOI�VLPSO\�DV�D�*HUPDQ�±�RU��PRUH�SUHFLVHO\��D�3UXVVLDQ�±�KH�ZDV�IUH-
quently regarded as a Jew. Consequently, he was a man of the middle for 
ZKRP�LVVXHV�ZHUH�QHYHU�PHUHO\�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�±�D�VRFLDEOH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�
could easily glide between and relate to various social circles.9

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�'XWFK�VRFLRORJLVW�5HLQLHU�)��%HHUOLQJ��WKLV�EDVLF�DWWL-
WXGH�KHOSHG�WR�PDNH�3OHVVQHU¶V�DFFXOWXUDWLRQ�DQG�DFFHSWDQFH�LQ�'XWFK�
exile easier:

,I�WKH�*HUPDQ�WHQGHQF\�WRZDUG�JOREDOLVP�DQG�WKH�IRRO¶V�SULYLOHJH�
of speculation had been part of your baggage as an immigrant, 
then your encounter with the Dutch might have ended in less fe-
OLFLWRXV�UHODWLRQV��%XW�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�'XWFK�DERXW�\RX�
HYHQ�EHIRUH�\RX�FURVVHG�RXU�ERUGHU��D�FHUWDLQ�DYHUVLRQ�WR�WDNLQJ�
philosophical matters to an extreme, positioning yourself as a 
KXPDQLWDULDQ�DQG�QRQ�XWRSLDQ��DQG�WDNLQJ�\RXUVHOI�DV�D�SKLORV-
RSKHU��LQGHHG��YHU\�±�EXW�QRW�GHDGO\�±�VHULRXVO\�>5��)��%HHUOLQJ��
)HVWUHGH�]XP����MlKULJHQ�+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU��8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\�
*URQLQJHQ��LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FLWHG�DV�8/*��+��3OHVVQHU�SDSHUV@�

)RU�KLV�SDUW��3OHVVQHU�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�SDWULFLDQ�ERXUJHRLV�FXOWXUH�
and tolerance, as well as the sense of reality, in his host country. Shortly 
DIWHU�KLV�UHPLJUDWLRQ�WR�WDNH�XS�D�SURIHVVRUVKLS�LQ�*|WWLQJHQ��KH�ZURWH�
EDFN�WR�*URQLQJHQ�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�ODFNLQJ�©WKH�
political understanding and the sense of proportion that virtually every-
ERG\�LQ�+ROODQG�SRVVHVVHVª�>+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU�WR�-DFREXV�/��+��&OX\VH-
QDHU��Q�G���8/*��+��3OHVVQHU�SDSHUV���������@��,Q�WKH�EDVLF�VWUXFWXUH�RI�
KLV�SHUVRQDOLW\��3OHVVQHU�ZDV�D�VRFLDEOH�EXW�LQGHSHQGHQW�SHUVRQ�ZKR�UH-
VSHFWHG�GLVWDQFH��7KLV�ZDV�RQH�FRQWLQXLW\�LQ�KLV�ELRJUDSK\�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�
that his life experiences reinforced.

8 2Q�WKLV��VHH��ZLWK�VXSSRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��'LHW]H�>����D��&K�����@��)RU�WKH�FKDU-
DFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�XQFRPSURPLVLQJ�JHQHUDWLRQ��VHH�:LOGW�>����@�
9 )RU�PRUH�GHWDLOV��VHH�'LHW]H�>����@�
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<HW�WKH�UXSWXUHV�LQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�OLIH�DOVR�IROORZ�IURP�WKLV�VKRUW��ELR-
JUDSKLFDO�RXWOLQH��7KH\�EURXJKW�FDHVXUDV�LQ�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�WKHLU�ZDNH�>WKLV�
DQG�ZKDW�IROORZV�LV�GHYHORSHG�LQ�PRUH�GHWDLO�LQ�'LHW]H�����������@��)RU�
H[DPSOH��DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�����V��3OHVVQHU�KDG�WR�JLYH�XS�DQ\�LPPH-
diate plans to further establish his philosophical anthropology because 
WKH�IHOORZVKLS�LQ�*URQLQJHQ�ZDV�WLHG�WR�H[SHULPHQWDO�VWXGLHV�LQ�VHQVRU\�
DQG�DQLPDO�SK\VLRORJ\��OLNH�WKRVH�KH�KDG�FDUULHG�RXW�ZLWK�%X\WHQGLMN�
LQ� WKH�HDUO\�����V��7KH�*HUPDQ� LQYDVLRQ�RI� WKH�1HWKHUODQGV� LQ������
DQG�KLV�GLVPLVVDO�E\�WKH�*HUPDQ�*HQHUDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�$GPLQLV-
WUDWLRQ�DQG�-XVWLFH�LQ������ZHUH�SROLWLFDO�HYHQWV�WKDW�ZHUH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�
3OHVVQHU¶V�ZRUN��ZDU��KXQJHU��DQG�SHUVHFXWLRQ�DOVR�KDYH�WR�EH�DGGHG�WR�
WKLV�OLVW��0RUHRYHU��SROLWLFDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DQG�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V�
FDUHHU�EURXJKW�DERXW� WKHPDWLF� VKLIWV� LQ�KLV�ZRUN�� IRU�H[DPSOH��3OHVV-
QHU�UHYLVLWHG�KLV�*HUPDQ�SROLWLFDO�LQWHUHVWV�LQ������ZLWK�Das Schicksal 
deutschen Geistes, and his appointments to the endowed chair of sociol-
RJ\�LQ�*URQLQJHQ�DQG�WKH�IXOO�SURIHVVRUVKLS�IRU�VRFLRORJ\�LQ�*|WWLQJHQ�
made it necessary for him to conduct empirical investigations in this 
¿HOG��+LV� UHSHDWHG� GLVPLVVDOV�� KLV� H൵RUWV� WR� DFFXOWXUDWH� LQ� H[LOH�� DQG�
KLV� FKDQJHG�ZRUN�GHPDQGV�� WKXV�� KDG�SURIRXQG� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RQ�KLV�
oeuvre in that they brought an abrupt end to the further development of 
his philosophical anthropology in productive periods and forced him to 
shift his thematic focus.

At the same time, these caesuras and thematic shifts remained a 
FRPSDUDWLYHO\� H[WHUQDO� SKHQRPHQRQ�� 7KHUH� ZHUH� QR� IXQGDPHQWDO�
FKDQJHV�LQ�KLV�PHWKRGV�DQG�LGHDV��5HJDUGLQJ�HPSLULFDO�UHVHDUFK�DV�DQ�
LPSRUWDQW�WDVN�RI�VRFLRORJ\��KH�IHOW�REOLJHG�LQ�*URQLQJHQ�DQG�*|WWLQJHQ�
to engage in it, not least in order to properly introduce his students to 
WKH�¿HOG�DQG�JLYH�WKHP�QHFHVVDU\�SUDFWLFDO�H[SHULHQFH��<HW�WKLV�GLG�QRW�
mean that he now considered empirical research methods to be a solely 
Western and democratic method, as many of his colleagues who were 
WU\LQJ�WR�EUHDN�ZLWK�WKHLU�1D]L�SDVWV�GLG�±�KH�NQHZ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�HP-
SLULFDO�VRFLDO�UHVHDUFK�LQ�*HUPDQ\�WRR�ZHOO�IRU�WKDW��+H�GLG�QRW�TXHVWLRQ�
WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKHRUHWLFDO�DSSURDFKHV�RU�RWKHU�PHWKRGV��VXFK�DV�WKRVH�RI�
SKHQRPHQRORJ\��RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�KLV�HPSLULFDO�VWXGLHV��3OHVVQHU��OLNHZLVH��
VDZ�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�UHYLVH�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�KLV�WKLQNLQJ��+H�
UHPDLQHG� FRQYLQFHG�RI� WKH� FRUUHFWQHVV� DQG� VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�KLV� SKLOR-
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sophical anthropology approach. In his eyes, it had stood the test of 
WLPH��DOWKRXJK�KH�GLG�PDNH�VOLJKW�DOWHUDWLRQV�WR�LW��WRR��IRU�LQVWDQFH��LQ�
Die Stufen des Organischen und der Mensch >����@��KH�KDG�VXJJHVW-
ed that being human was not tied to a particular form. In the essay 
©7LHU�XQG�0HQVFKª�>����@��$QLPDO�DQG�0DQ���ZKLFK�KH�ZURWH�WRJHWKHU�
ZLWK�%X\WHQGLMN��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�Lachen und Weinen�>����@��KH�FRUUHFW-
HG�KLPVHOI�RQ�WKLV�SRLQW��$VLGH�IURP�WKLV��KRZHYHU��3OHVVQHU�FRQWLQXHG�
to systematically develop his version of philosophical anthropology. In 
KLV�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\��ZH�¿QG�D�VLPLODU�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�IXQGDPHQWDO�
themes and ideas.

2. Educating the German Bourgeoisie in Reality: Continuities

3OHVVQHU�ZDV�DQ�©R൵HQVLYHO\ª��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�GHIHQVLYHO\��OLEHUDO�WKLQNHU�
throughout his life: from the beginning of the 1920s, he supported dem-
ocratic principles in his political writings, and he used his philosophical 
approach – philosophical anthropology – to help establish and defend 
an open society.10�7KXV��FKDUDFWHUL]LQJ�KLP�DV�DQ�©R൵HQVLYHO\ª��LQ�WKH�
VHQVH�RI�SURDFWLYHO\��OLEHUDO�WKLQNHU�LV�LQ�QR�ZD\�PHDQW�WR�DVVLJQ�KLP�
to any particular political party. Although he was close to the Majority 
6RFLDO�'HPRFUDWV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�����V�DQG�WR�WKH�*HUPDQ�1D-
tionals in the early 1930s, and although he agreed to act as the liaison 
OHFWXUHU�IRU�WKH�)UHH�'HPRFUDWLF�3DUW\¶V�)ULHGULFK�1DXPDQQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�
DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��3OHVVQHU�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�KDYH�EHORQJHG�WR�DQ\�SROLWLFDO�
SDUW\�LQ�KLV�OLIH�>'LHW]H�����D��������I@�

-DQ�:HUQHU�0�OOHU� FDOOHG� 3OHVVQHU� D� GHIHQVLYH� OLEHUDO� DV� KLV� OLE-
HUDOLVP�ZDV�� LQ�0�OOHU¶V�YLHZ��GLUHFWHG�DJDLQVW�FRPPXQLVP�DQG�DOVR�
DJDLQVW�WKH�:HVWHUQ�SRZHUV�>0�OOHU�����@��+RZHYHU��WKLV�FKDUDFWHUL]D-
WLRQ�PLVVHV�WKH�FRUH�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V�UHDVRQLQJ�LQ�WZR�UHVSHFWV��)LUVW��3OHVV-
ner defended society against both left-wing and right-wing radicalism to 
NHHS�VSDFH�RSHQ�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKLV�FRQVWLWXWHV�
a «defense», it was not «defensive» in either its argumentation or its 
WRQH��6HFRQG��3OHVVQHU�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��DV�LQ�RWKHU�ZRUNV��OHVV�

10 2Q� WKH� OLEHUDO� DQG� GHPRFUDWLF� QDWXUH� RI� 3OHVVQHU¶V� SKLORVRSK\�� FI�� DOVR� .U�JHU�
>����@�
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LQ�UHVLVWLQJ�:HVWHUQ�OLEHUDO�WKLQNLQJ�±�KH�UHSHDWHGO\�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�DG-
PLUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�ROG�GHPRFUDFLHV�±�WKDQ�LQ�LPSURYLQJ�RQ�WKLV�WKLQNLQJ��
which he felt was no match, argumentatively, for the totalitarianisms of 
KLV�WLPH��7KLV�VWDQFH��LQ�P\�RSLQLRQ��FDQ�EHWWHU�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�©R൵HQ-
VLYHª��)LQDOO\��3OHVVQHU¶V�FOHDU�DGYRFDF\�RI�±�DQG�KLV�DWWHPSW�WR�IXUWKHU�
develop – the basic principles of an open society over and against the 
PDMRULW\� RSLQLRQ� LQ� WKH�:HLPDU�5HSXEOLF� VXSSRUWV� WKLV� FKDUDFWHUL]D-
WLRQ�RI� KLP�DV� DQ�©R൵HQVLYHª� OLEHUDO�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� ERRNV�� HVVD\V��
DQG�QHZVSDSHU�DUWLFOHV��3OHVVQHU�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�YDOXH�RI�VRFLHW\��Ge-
sellschaft��DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�IRU�WKH�FRH[LVWHQFH�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�GDQJHUV�
RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FRQFHSWV�RI�FRPPXQLW\� �Gemeinschaft��RQ� WKH� ULJKW�
and the left. He advocated statecraft and political realism and cautioned 
against utopian expectations of politics. He was fascinated by moderni-
W\�DQG�FDOOHG�IRU�LW�WR�EH�DFNQRZOHGJHG��DOWKRXJK�KH�DOVR�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�
XSKHDYDO�WKDW�SURFHHGHG�IURP�LW�DQG�VRXJKW�ZD\V�WR�PDNH�PRGHUQ�IRUPV�
of society livable. In this, his political philosophy was distinguished 
E\�LWV�TXDOLW\��LWV�V\VWHPDWLF�QDWXUH��DQG�E\�LWV�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�UHÀHFWLRQ��
7KXV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�3DXO�1ROWH��3OHVVQHU¶V�FULWLFLVP�RI�WKH�LGHDOL]DWLRQV�
RI�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�*HUPDQ\�LQ�WKH�����V�LQ�Grenzen der Gemeinschaft is 
the «sharpest – and the shrewdest – criticism» that sociology and social 
SKLORVRSK\�SURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�:HLPDU�5HSXEOLF�>1ROWH����������@�11

7KH�SRVLWLRQV�RXWOLQHG�KHUH�SHUYDGH�3OHVVQHU¶V�HQWLUH�RHXYUH��7KH\�
are already explicit in his early political essays from the years 1915-1920. 
)RU�LQVWDQFH��LQ�©6WDDWVNXQVW�XQG�0HQVFKOLFKNHLWª��3OHVVQHU�DWWULEXWHG�
WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�1RYHPEHU�5HYROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�©VRXJKW�WR�UH-
alize a utopia», namely, by «overcoming» politics and replacing it «with 
DQ�HWKLFV�IRU�VWDWHV�DQG�SHRSOHV�RULHQWHG�SXUHO\�WRZDUG�PRUDOLW\ª��<HW�
VXFK�D�WDVN�IRU�SROLWLFV�WKDW�ZDV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�VSLULW�RI�XWRSLD�ZDV�

11 1HYHUWKHOHVV��IROORZLQJ�)HUGLQDQG�7|QQLHV¶�DUJXPHQW�LQ�KLV������UHYLHZ�RI�Gren-
zen der Gemeinschaft��1ROWH�DFFXVHV�3OHVVQHU�RI�©UHPDLQLQJ�VWXFN�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�VXJ-
JHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�YHU\�V\VWHP�RI�WKRXJKW�RI�DQ�µHWKLFDO¶�VKDSLQJ�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��RI�DQ�
HWKLFDO�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW��>D�V\VWHP�RI�WKRXJKW@�WKDW�DOVR�IRUPV�
WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�LGHRORJ\�RI�FRPPXQLW\ª�>1ROWH����������@��7KLV�FULWLFLVP�LV�PLVWDN-
HQ��KRZHYHU��LQ�WKDW�3OHVVQHU¶V�WH[W�GHDOV�H[SUHVVO\�not with an individual ethics but 
ZLWK�D�³VRFLDO�HWKLFV´�>3OHVVQHU���������@��ZLWK�D�VRFLDO�SKLORVRSK\�RI�OLPLWV�DV�WKH�
FRUH�RI�VRFLHWDO�HWKRV��2Q�WKLV��FI��)LVFKHU�>������HVSHFLDOO\������@�



(ൽඎർൺඍංඈඇ�ංඇ�උൾൺඅංඍඒ

27

doomed to failure because we have to «follow the rules of our nature» 
>3OHVVQHU�����E@��,Q�KLV�DUWLFOH�©3ROLWLVFKH�.XOWXUª��ZKLFK�DSSHDUHG�RQ�
the front page of the Frankfurter Zeitung� LQ� ������3OHVVQHU� DQDO\]HG�
ZKDW�KH�VDZ�DV�WKH�W\SLFDO�*HUPDQ�DYHUVLRQ�WR�SROLWLFV�DQG�VWDWH�UHDOLW\�
in more detail. Since he regarded the state as a «matter of its citizens 
>«@�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�LWV�SHRSOHª��WKH�SROLWLFDO�FXOWXUH�RI�D�
SHRSOH�ZDV�RI�FHQWUDO�LPSRUWDQFH�WR�KLP�>3OHVVHU�����@�

$V�ORQJ�DV�ZH��LQ�*HUPDQ\��GR�QRW�OHDUQ�WR�VHH�SROLWLFV�DV�D�>«@�
sphere that deserves to be accepted in the system of culture as 
DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�PHPEHU�>«@��ZH�FDQQRW�GHPDQG�WKDW�WKH�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�UHSXEOLF�DQG�LWV�WDVNV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�GDZQ�LQ�RXU�
country; we should not be astonished by the political passivity of 
ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH��7KH�VHFUHW�ORQJLQJ�RU�WKH�
open cry for the strong man is only a symptom of the fact that we 
DUH�VHHNLQJ�SROLWLFDO�VDOYDWLRQ�IURP�DQ\ZKHUH�EXW�IURP�RXU�RZQ�
GHFLVLYHQHVV��3KLORVRSK\�DQG�SV\FKRORJ\�VKRXOG�FRQWULEXWH�LGHDV�
WR�WKLV�ZRUN�RI�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�education in reality. It remains not 
KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZKHQ�DOO�ZKR�DUH�D൵HFWHG�GR�WKHLU�GXW\�DQG�
ZKHQ� WKH� LQWHOOHFWXDOV�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\�KDYH�¿UVW�EHHQ�ZRQ�RYHU�
WR�SROLWLFV�WKDW�WKH�>«@�DSSUDLVDO�RI�WKH�EXVLQHVV�RI�SROLWLFV�ZLOO�
FKDQJH�>«@�DQG�D�QHZ�VWDWH�IHHOLQJ�>«@�ZLOO�FRPH�IRUWK�>3OHVVQHU�
����������HPSKDVLV�E\�&DUROD�'LHW]H@�

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�GLDJQRVLV�±�WKDW�*HUPDQ\¶V�SROLWLFDO�FXOWXUH�ZDV�XQGHU�
GHYHORSHG� ±� 3OHVVQHU� VXJJHVWHG� D� UHPHG\�� KH� FDOOHG� XSRQ� WKH� ©HGX-
cated», the «intellectuals of the country», to engage in «education in 
UHDOLW\ª��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��*HUPDQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�VKRXOG�URXVH�WKH�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�VSHFL¿F�TXDOLW\�RI�©WKH�SROLWLFDOª�DPRQJ�WKH�*HUPDQ�
bourgeoisie, thereby winning them over for the republic and generating 
HQJDJHPHQW�IRU�DQ�RSHQ�VRFLHW\��7KLV�VXJJHVWLRQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�WKH�EDVLF�
PRWLYDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\�DQG�FDQ�EH�
read as a program for his political writings.

3OHVVQHU�WRRN�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�UHDOL]LQJ�WKLV�SURJUDP�LQ�Grenzen der 
Gemeinschaft �7KH�/LPLWV�RI�&RPPXQLW\���ZKRVH�VXEWLWOH��Eine Kritik 
des sozialen Radikalismus��$�&ULWLTXH�RI�6RFLDO�5DGLFDOLVP���GHVFULEHG�
KLV� LQWHQW� >3OHVVQHU�����@��7KH�DLP�RI� WKH�ERRN�ZDV� WR�PDNH� VRFLHW\�
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DSSHDOLQJ�WR�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH��ZKLFK�IHOW�WKUHDWHQHG�DQG�UHDOO\�
was�WKUHDWHQHG��LQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�YLHZ��EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�WUHDWLQJ�WKH�FULVLV�RI�
PRGHUQLW\�©LQ�D�VHOI�GHVWUXFWLYH�ZD\ª��+H�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�*HUPDQ�
bourgeoisie «capable of society», thereby rescuing it from giving up 
on itself.12�)RU� WKLV�SXUSRVH��3OHVVQHU� VRXJKW�DQ�DQWKURSRORJLFDO� MXVWL-
¿FDWLRQ�IRU� WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�VRFLHW\� LQ� LWV�PRGHUQ�� LQGXVWULDOL]HG��DQG�
technologized form for its functional relationships, politics, and power, 
as well as for its role in «social abstractions», tact, and diplomacy. At 
the same time, he wanted to point out the limits of community, which 
PHDQW�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�SHRSOH¶V�DELOLW\�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�RQH�
DQRWKHU�LQ�DQ�DXWKHQWLF�DQG�XQUHVHUYHG�RU�ZKROHKHDUWHG�ZD\�>3OHVVQHU�
������WKH�TXRWDWLRQ�LV�RQ�SDJH���@��7KXV��3OHVVQHU�GLUHFWHG�KLV�ZULWLQJ�
against the criticism of modern society from the Communist and Na-
tional/völkisch camps and the youth movement – in other words, against 
VRFLDO�UDGLFDOLVP�DQG�XWRSLDQLVP�IURP�WKH�OHIW�DQG�ULJKW��3OHVVQHU�VDZ�
HVVHQWLDO�DJUHHPHQW� LQ�ERWK�FDPSV¶� LGHDO�RI�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�UHMHFWLRQ�
RI�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�IHOW�WKDW�WKH\�GL൵HUHG�PHUHO\�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�
principle upon which the community should be founded: whereas the 
&RPPXQLVWV� UHJDUGHG� WKH� FRPPRQ� KXPDQLW\� RI�PDQNLQG� DV� WKH� ED-
sis for a world community, those in the National and völkisch camps 
ORRNHG�DW�Volkstum, or ethnicity, as the criterion for inclusion or exclu-
VLRQ��+RZHYHU��IRU�3OHVVQHU��ORYH�DQG�PXWXDO�WUXVW�ZHUH�WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�
for community – understood as authenticity and wholeheartedness in 
LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��%XW�ERWK�ORYH�DQG�WUXVW�FRXOG�RQO\�EH�GL-
UHFWHG�WRZDUG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�QRW�WRZDUG�JUDQG�DEVWUDFW�FRQFHSWV�OLNH�
humanity or the Volk; consequently, the chance of realizing communi-
W\�GHFUHDVHG�DV�WKH�GLVWDQFH�IURP�LQGLYLGXDO�UHDOLW\�JUHZ��7KDW�LV�ZK\�
the demand for collective wholeheartedness and unreservedness on the 
level of the Volk�RU�RI�KXPDQLW\�KDG�WR�UHVRUW�WR�WKH�UXOH�RI�WHUURU��7KH�
functional relationships of society corresponded, in his opinion, to the 

12 )RU�VXFK�DQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WH[W��VHH�DOVR�)LVFKHU�>����@��7KH�TXRWHG�WHUPV�FDQ�
EH�IRXQG�RQ�SDJH�����,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�)LVFKHU¶V�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��/HWKHQ�>����@�SODFHV�WKH�
ERRN�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�³1HZ�2EMHFWLYLW\´�PRYHPHQW��)RU�D�FULWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�
/HWKHQ¶V�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�IRU�WKH�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�3OHVVQHU¶V�ZRUN�DURVH��VHH�(�EDFK�et 
al.�>����@�DQG�'LHW]H�>����D�������@��)RU�DQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WH[W��FI��DOVR�.U�JHU�
>������HVSHFLDOO\��������@�
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human need for distance and protection; they served to preserve human 
dignity.

3OHVVQHU¶V�QH[W�ELJ�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�KLV�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\��Macht 
und menschliche Natur, approached the same issues with the same aims 
but from another perspective: it was directed against radical, political 
relativism, that is, against the escalation of relativistic philosophies of 
KLVWRU\�DQG�VRFLHW\�OLNH�WKRVH�GHYHORSHG�LQ�KLVWRULFLVP�DQG�WKH�0DU[LVW�
FULWLTXH�RI�LGHRORJ\�>3OHVVQHU�����@�13�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3OHVVQHU��ERXUJHRLV�
*HUPDQV�LQ�WKH�FULVLV�RI�PRGHUQLW\�GHULYHG�WKH�UHODWLYLW\�DQG�WKH�EUHDN-
down of all value systems – even their own – from relativism, leading 
WKHP�WR�JLYH�XS�RQ�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�IDOO�LQWR�SROLWLFDO�F\QLFLVP��%\�FRQ-
WUDVW��3OHVVQHU�ZDQWHG�WR�HPSRZHU�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH�E\�FDOOLQJ�
upon them «not to relinquish the decision of what matters in a crisis».14 
Once again, he established the necessity of politics, but this time he be-
JDQ�KLV�DUJXPHQW�ZLWK�'LOWKH\¶V�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�H[SHULHQFH�
RI�PDQ�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�KLV�SKLORVRSK\�RI�OLIH��5HÀHFWLRQV�
on world history lead to the conclusion that the essence of man is «un-
IDWKRPDEOHª��0DQ��der Mensch��LV�DQ�©RSHQ�TXHVWLRQª��D�©SRZHU�WR«�ª��
For such an unfathomable being, culture is a horizon that opens spe-
FL¿F�ZRUOGV�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�OLIH��$�FXOWXUH�IRUPV�WKH�EDVLV�
RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV�IRU�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�H[LVWHQFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�DZDUHQHVV�RI�
FXOWXUH¶V�FRQWLQJHQF\�DQG�LQGLVSHQVDELOLW\��7KHVH�UHDOL]DWLRQV�JHQHUDWH�
D�SROLWLFDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�RQH¶V�RZQ�FXOWXUH��©%HFDXVH�KLVWRU\�KDV�
RYHUFRPH�WKH�DEVROXWLVP�RI�SODQV�WKDW�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�LQÀXHQFH�KLVWRU\�
RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO��>«@�D�SHRSOH�DPRQJ�SHRSOHV�FDQ�RQO\�EH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
WKH� H[WHQW� WKDW� LW�PDNHV� LWVHOI� QHHGHG� DQG�QHFHVVDU\ª� >3OHVVQHU� ������
���@�15�3OHVVQHU�GHULYHG�D�SKLORVRSK\�RI� WKH�SROLWLFDO� IURP� WKH�SKLORV-
ophy of open humanity through the category of culture. Not least, he 

13 2Q�WKLV�WH[W��VHH�)LVFKHU�>�����������@��'LHW]H�>����D�������@��DQG�.U�JHU�>������
����I�@�
14 7KLV�LV�D�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�)LVFKHU¶V�VXPPDUL]LQJ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�LQ�)LVFKHU�>��������@��
ZKLFK�UHDGV��©LQ�HLQHU�.ULVH�GLH�(QWVFKHLGXQJ�GDU�EHU��ZDV�JHOWHQ�VROO��QLFKW�DE]XJH-
ben».
15 2Q� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� WKH� ³XQIDWKRPDELOLW\� RI� PDQ´� �Unergründlichkeit des Men-
schen��� VHH�� HVSHFLDOO\��3OHVVQHU�����������൵��7KH�SKUDVHV� ³RSHQ�TXHVWLRQ´� �RৼHQH�
Frage���³SRZHU�WR«´��Macht zu«���DQG�³EDVLV�RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV´��Möglichkeitsgrund��
can be found, e.g., on 188 f. and 233.
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KRSHG�WKDW�WKLV�UHDVRQLQJ�ZRXOG�PDNH�SROLWLFV�PRUH�FLYLOL]HG�EHFDXVH�
it implied respect for other cultures to understand them as foreign but 
equally valid answers to the question of what it is to be human.

Das Schicksal deutschen Geistes im Ausgang seiner bürgerlichen 
Epoche��������FRQWLQXHV�WKH�UHDVRQLQJ�RI�WKHVH�WZR�ZRUNV�XQGHU�GUDVWL-
FDOO\�FKDQJHG�SROLWLFDO�DQG�OLIH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�3OHVVQHU�>3OHVVQHU�����@�16 
7KH�ERRN��RULJLQDWLQJ�LQ�OHFWXUHV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�DOO�GHSDUWPHQWV�DW�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*URQLQJHQ�� LV�QHLWKHU�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVP�
QRU�D�WKHRU\�RI�IDVFLVP�EXW�D�UHQHZHG�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRL-
sie: Why – this is his central question – did this class support the ro-
manticizing, biologistic, and racist Nazi ideology of the national Volk 
DQG�WKH�YLROHQFH�WKDW�WKH�1D]LV�JHQHUDWHG"�7KH�DQVZHU�OD\��KH�EHOLHYHG��
LQ�WKH�VSHFL¿F�KLVWRU\�RI�*HUPDQ�VWDWHKRRG�DQG�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�
RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH��ZKLFK�KDG�IDLOHG�WR�JHQHUDWH�D�SURGXFWLYH�
LGHD�LQ�WLPHV�RI�©WRWDO�VXVSLFLRQ�RI�LGHRORJ\ª��7KXV�ODFNLQJ�DQ�LGHDWLRQ-
DO� IRRWLQJ� IRU�SROLWLFDO�DFWLRQ�� LW� WULHG� WR�FUHDWH�DQ�©DUWL¿FLDO� IRRWLQJª�
by adopting blood, race, and Volk as the decisive authorities for such 
DFWLRQ�>3OHVVQHU���������������@��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�ERRN�DOVR�FDOOV�
3OHVVQHU¶V�FROOHDJXHV�IURP�WKH�:HLPDU�SHULRG�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�IDLOLQJ�WR�
IXO¿OO�WKH�VRFLDO�WDVN�KLV������DUWLFOH�©3ROLWLVFKH�.XOWXUª�RXWOLQHG�DQG�
DVVLJQHG�WR�WKHP��,Q�3OHVVQHU¶V�YLHZ��*HUPDQ�SKLORVRSK\��UDWKHU� WKDQ�
showing the bourgeoisie meaningful ways out of the crisis and strength-
HQLQJ� LWV�H൵RUWV� WR�RSHQ�XS� WR� WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�UHDOLW\��GHYRWHG� LWVHOI� WR�
IRUPDOL]HG�ODQJXDJH�DQG�DFDGHPLF�LVVXHV�DQG�HYHQ�UHLQIRUFHG�WKH�*HU-
PDQ�WHQGHQF\�WRZDUG�LQZDUGQHVV�DQG�VHFXODU�SLHW\��Weltfrömmigkeit���
,Q� WKLV� VLWXDWLRQ��3OHVVQHU� VDZ�KLV�RZQ�SKLORVRSKLFDO�DSSURDFK�DV� WKH�
«last alternative» to National Socialist ideology, lending it an explicitly 
SROLWLFDO�FKDUDFWHU�>3OHVVQHU����������@�

5HWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�JDYH�3OHVVQHU�DQRWKHU�FKDQFH�WR�
UHDOL]H�WKH�SURJUDP�KH�KDG�VHW�IRU�KLPVHOI�WR�©HGXFDWH�>WKH�ERXUJHRLVLH@�
LQ�UHDOLW\ª��7KDW�KH�WRRN�WKH�SURJUDP�VHULRXVO\�DV�EHIRUH�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�
unrevised reprint of this essay in the Deutsche Universitätszeitung in 
�����>3OHVVQHU�����@��3LFNLQJ�XS�WKH�WKHPHV��SURSRVLWLRQV��DQG�FRQYLF-
WLRQV�IURP�WKH�:HLPDU�SHULRG�DQG�IURP�H[LOH��3OHVVQHU�WKHQ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�

16 2Q�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�RULJLQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKLV�ZRUN��VHH�'LHW]H�>����D��&K�����@��
DV�ZHOO�DV�'LHW]H�>����E@�
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develop them in relation to contemporary scholarly debates and political 
SURFHVVHV�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�FHQWUDO�WHQHWV�RI�KLV�WKRXJKW�
UHPDLQHG�WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\��WKH�SXEOLF��VWDWHFUDIW��DQG�SROLWLFV��
his warning about idealizations of community and utopian expectations 
and thought patterns; questions of modernity, progress, and technolo-
J\��DV�ZHOO�DV�*HUPDQ\��*HUPDQ�KLVWRU\��DQG�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH��
6XFFLQFW��HDVLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��HVVD\V��DQG�DUWLFOHV� WRRN�WKH�
SODFH�RI�SKLORVRSKLFDOO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�ERRNV��7KHVH� VKRUW�� FRQFLVH��KX-
PRURXV��DQG�RIWHQ��VHOI��LURQLF�WH[WV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�IXOO�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
VXJJHVWLRQV��DOORZHG�3OHVVQHU�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�LQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWKLQ�HQ-
WLUHO\�GL൵HUHQW�VRFLHWDO�UHDOPV��7KHVH�ZULWLQJV�KDYH�\HW�WR�EH�DQDO\]HG�
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�KLV�HDUOLHU�ZRUNV�RU�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�17 Here, too, we will have 
to dispense with a thorough analysis as it would go beyond the scope 
RI�WKLV�SDSHU��1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�HVVD\�©6R]LDOH�5ROOH�XQG�
PHQVFKOLFKH�1DWXUª� �6RFLDO�5ROH�DQG�+XPDQ�1DWXUH��ZLOO� VKRZ�KRZ�
WKHVH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�FRQWLQXHG�3OHVVQHU¶V�HDUO\�
ideas and also updated his fundamental convictions and positions.

,Q�������5DOI�'DKUHQGRUI�SXEOLVKHG�KLV�ERRN�Homo Sociologicus. 
Ein Versuch zur Geschichte, Bedeutung und Kritik der sozialen Rolle 
>'DKUHQGRUI� ����@��'DKUHQGRUI�ZDV� D� VWXGHQW� RI�3OHVVQHU¶V� ORQJWLPH�
IULHQG�-RVHI�.|QLJ�DQG�DW�WKDW�SRLQW�D�SURIHVVRU�RI�VRFLRORJ\�DW�WKH�Aka-
demie für Gemeinwirtschaft in Hamburg. He had written the study 
ZKLOH�D�JXHVW�DW�6WDQIRUG�WR�PRWLYDWH�*HUPDQV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�FDWHJR-
ry of the social role, which was so central to American sociology and 
HWKQRORJ\��7KH�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�ERRN�ZDV�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�SRVLWLYH�DQG�
JHQHUDWHG�EURDG�GLVFXVVLRQ�� ,Q�������3OHVVQHU� MRLQHG� WKLV�GHEDWH�ZLWK�
KLV�HVVD\�©6R]LDOH�5ROOH�XQG�PHQVFKOLFKH�1DWXUª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��
)LUVW��3OHVVQHU�WLHG�KLV�WH[W�WR�'DKUHQGRUI¶V�E\�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�WKH�DGYDQ-
tages that the role concept had for sociology as an empirical science. 
However, by relating the emergence and use of the idea in the United 
6WDWHV�WR�WKH�VSHFL¿F�VRFLDO�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�$PHULFD��3OHVVQHU�DOVR�UHOD-
WLYL]HG�LW��7KHQ��KH�FRPSDUHG�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�YDOXH�RI�WKH�IRUPDO�DQG�
functional role concept in the American social sciences to the theatrical 
UROH�FRQFHSW�RI�2OG�(XURSH�DQG�WR�DQWKURSRORJ\¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�

17 )RU�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�WKHPHV�DQG�DUJXPHQWV��VHH�'LHW]H�>����D���������@��DQG�WKH�
UHOHYDQW�VHFWLRQV�LQ�)LVFKHU�>����@�
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©'RSSHOJlQJHU�KRRG�RI�PDQª��7KLV�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�FRQFHSW�HPHUJHG�
IURP�3OHVVQHU¶V�SKLORVRSKLFDO�DQWKURSRORJ\�±�KLV�WKHRU\�RI�WKH�H[�FHQ-
tric positionality of man – although he did not mention this theory in 
WKLV�HVVD\��7KH�SULQFLSDO�GL൵HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IRUPDO�IXQFWLRQDO�DQG�
the anthropological understandings of the role concept lay, in his view, 
LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQ�WR�VHOI�REVHUYDWLRQ��:KHUHDV�VRFLRORJ\¶V�UROH�FRQFHSW�
allowed for the investigation of the relations between functions, posi-
WLRQV��DQG�SUHVWLJH�YDOXHV��LW�H[FOXGHG�WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWH�IRU�VXFK�D��VHOI��
observation of man – the relation of human nature to its social exist-
HQFH�±� IURP�DQDO\VLV��$QWKURSRORJ\¶V� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH� UROH� FRQ-
cept, in contrast, was directed precisely toward «every structure that 
PDNHV�VHOI�SHUFHSWLRQ�SRVVLEOHª��&RQVHTXHQWO\��LW�GHVFULEHG�D�FRQVWDQW�
«which is open to every type of human sozialization and comprises one 
RI�LWV�HVVHQWLDO�UHTXLUHPHQWVª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��1RQHWKHOHVV��3OHVV-
ner saw both role concepts as completely legitimate and useful in their 
respective disciplinary contexts.

At the same time, the formal-functional understanding of roles 
did� EHFRPH�SROLWLFDOO\� GDQJHURXV�� LQ�3OHVVQHU¶V� RSLQLRQ��ZKHQ� LW�ZDV�
removed from the context of sociological modeling and put on a lev-
HO�ZLWK� WKRXJKW� SDWWHUQV� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� DOLHQDWLRQ� DQG� UHL¿FDWLRQ� RU�
LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�UROHV�©LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�LV�GRXEOHGª�>3OHVVQHU�
����D�����@��6XFK�VHOI�DOLHQDWLQJ�SDWWHUQV�RI�WKRXJKW��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�
normative baggage they entailed, derived from philosophical concepts 
UDQJLQJ�IURP�UHOLJLRXV�LGHDV�RI�LQZDUGQHVV��.DQW¶V�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�WKLQJ�
©LQ� LWVHOIª�� DQG�+HJHO¶V�SRVVLELOLW\�RI� H[WHUQDOL]DWLRQ�RU� DOLHQDWLRQ�� WR�
0DU[�DQG�ODWH�ERXUJHRLV�H[LVWHQWLDOLVP��7KLV� OHG�WR�©D�GHYDOXDWLRQ�RI�
µDQQR\LQJ¶� VRFLDO� H[LVWHQFH� >«@� LQ� WKH� LQWHUHVW�RI� VHFXULQJ� LQGLYLGXDO�
personal freedom». If sociology were ready «to fundamentally separate 
EHLQJ� LQ� D� UROH� IURP�DFWXDOO\�EHLQJ�RQHVHOI� DQG� WR�SOD\� LW� R൵�DJDLQVW�
WKH�QXLVDQFH�RI�VRFLHW\ª�±�ZKLFK�LV�ZKDW�3OHVVQHU�VDZ�LQ�'DKUHQGRUI¶V�
ERRN�±�WKHQ�LW�ZRXOG�±�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�RU�QRW�±�IXHO�©DQWLVRFLHWDO�D൵HFWª��
7KLV�ZDV�EHFDXVH�VXFK�D� VWDQFH�SHUIHFWO\� VXLWHG�©D�SRRUO\�GHYHORSHG�
consciousness of social responsibility and which certain philosophemes 
of the present have given expression to: Heidegger ante portas. His the-
RU\�RI�WKH�GHJHQHUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�GH¿FLHQW�PRGH�RI�WKH�2QH�VWULNHV�D�FKRUG�
ZLWK�*HUPDQ� LQZDUGQHVVª� >3OHVVQHU�����D�� ���@��2Q� WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
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DQWKURSRORJ\¶V�UROH�FRQFHSW��ZKLFK�ZDV�GHULYHG�IURP�PDQ¶V�H[�FHQWULF�
positionality, conceived of man as a being that was, indeed, relegated to 
D�VRFLDO�UROH�EXW�ZDV�QRW�GH¿QHG�E\�D�SDUWLFXODU�RQH�

7KH�UROH�SOD\HU�RU�EHDUHU�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�¿JXUH�GRHV�QRW�FRPH�WR-
JHWKHU�ZLWK�>WKDW�UROH@��KRZHYHU��KH�FDQQRW�EH�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�D�VHS-
DUDWH�HQWLW\�ZLWKRXW� ORVLQJ�KLV�KXPDQLW\��:KDW� WKH�UROH�D൵RUGV�
him fundamentally and at all times, namely, having a private 
existence, his own sphere of intimacy, not only does not cancel 
out his self but creates it for him. Only in the other of himself 
GRHV�KH�KDYH�±�KLPVHOI�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@�

3OHVVQHU�UHJDUGHG�VXFK�DQ�LQWHJUDWLYH��QRQ�QRUPDWLYH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�VR-
cial role as a requirement for seeing in public life not «only a distraction 
from everything that is essential for man, a zone in which he becomes 
DOLHQ�WR�KLPVHOIª��EXW�UDWKHU�D�JHQXLQH�¿HOG�RI�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�>3OHVV-
QHU�����E�����@��2QO\�VXFK�D�GHP\WKRORJL]HG�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�
society could secure «the latitude of responsibility for protecting our 
social freedom» and dry up the springs of extremism in theories of state 
DQG�VRFLHW\�>3OHVVQHU�����E�����@��+RZHYHU��IRU�3OHVVQHU��WKLV�FRQFHSW�
of the social role, the public sphere, and society also called for combat-
ting the retreat from public life and politics; it called for every citizen to 
EH�HQJDJHG�SXEOLFO\�DQG�SROLWLFDOO\��,Q�KLV�OLIH��3OHVVQHU�GLG�QRW�DOZD\V�
IXO¿OO�WKLV�VHOI�LPSRVHG�WDVN�WR�WKH�VDPH�H[WHQW�

3. From the German Mission to the Public as a Task: Shifts

7KH�FRQFOXVLRQV�WKDW�3OHVVQHU�GUHZ�IURP�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�RI�1DWLRQDO�6R-
cialism in his professional thought and actions pertain, above all, to two 
areas: his understanding of his role as a university teacher in relation to 
WKH�SXEOLF��DQG�KLV�H[SHFWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UROH�DQG�WDVN�RI�*HUPD-
ny.18�,Q�WKH�:HLPDU�SHULRG�DQG�XS�WR�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�����V��3OHVVQHU�
KDG�D�GLVWLQFW�H[SHFWDWLRQ�RI�*HUPDQ\¶V�WDVN�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��8QOLNH�WKH�

18 0RUHRYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�VLWXDWLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�3OHVVQHU�GLVWDQFHG�KLPVHOI�IURP�KLV�
*HUPDQ�QDWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�EHIRUH�������2Q�WKLV��VHH�'LHW]H�>����D������I�@�
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QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�:HVW��*HUPDQ\��LQ�KLV�YLHZ��ZDV�D�FRXQWU\�ZLWKRXW�VROLG�
EDFNLQJ�LQ�KXPDQLVP�DQG�HQOLJKWHQPHQW��%XW�SUHFLVHO\�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��
he wrote in 1935 in Das Schicksal deutschen Geistes: «it is open, em-
EDUNLQJ�RQ�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�SRVVLELOLWLHV�IRU�WKH�:HVW��>LW�
KDV@�EHFRPH�\RXQJ��WKH�ODQG�ZLWKRXW�WUDGLWLRQ��ZKLFK�VX൵HUV�IURP�WKLV�
GHIHFW�EXW�DOVR�GHULYHV�LWV� WLWDQLF�SRZHUV�IURP�LWª�>3OHVVQHU���������@��
3OHVVQHU�VDZ�*HUPDQ\¶V�FULVLV�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�QRW�RQO\�IRU�*HUPDQ\�
but for all of Europe because the country was dealing with a general Eu-
ropean crisis in political and ethical orientation, the crisis of modernity, 
LQ�SKLORVRSK\��DUW��OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�SROLWLFV��,I�*HUPDQ\�PDQDJHG�WR�¿QG�
QHZ�ZD\V�RXW�RI�WKH�FULVLV�±�DQG�3OHVVQHU�WKRXJKW�LW�KDG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�
do so – then it would not only have found its idea, its style, and its place 
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�OLNH�WKH�ROG�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�:HVW��EXW�LW�ZRXOG�DOVR�KDYH�IXO-
¿OOHG�D�WDVN�RI�ZRUOG�KLVWRULFDO�LPSRUWDQFH�>)LVFKHU�����@�

<HW�*HUPDQ\�ÀHG�LQWR�WKH�©DUWL¿FLDO�IRRWKROGª�RI�SRSXODU�ELRORJLFDO�
DUFKDLVP�DQG�1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVW�EDUEDULW\��7KLV�ZDV�QRW�WKH�ZD\�IRU�LW�
WR�¿QG�D�SHUVXDVLYH�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�JUHDWHU�(XURSHDQ�TXHVWLRQV��UDWKHU�
WKDQ�PHHW�WKLV�FKDOOHQJH��LW�ERWFKHG�WKH�WDVN�LQ�DQ�LQYLGLRXV�DQG�GDQJHU-
RXV�ZD\��,Q�KLV������HVVD\�©/DJH�GHU�GHXWVFKHQ�3KLORVRSKLHª��6LWXDWLRQ�
RI�*HUPDQ�3KLORVRSK\���ZKLFK�3OHVVQHU�SXEOLVKHG�XQGHU�WKH�SVHXGRQ\P�
Ulrich Eyser in the magazine Maß und Wert�HGLWHG�E\�7KRPDV�0DQQ�
DQG�.RQUDG� )DONH�� KH� GUHZ� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� FRQFOXVLRQ� IURP� WKLV�� 7KH�
universal

LPSHDFKPHQW�RI�HYHU\�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DXWKRULW\�>«@�KDG�WR�EH�WULHG��
DQG�WKH� ODQG�ZLWKRXW� WUDGLWLRQ�RU�FHQWHU� WULHG� LW��%XW� LWV�XWPRVW�
possibilities have been depleted. Under the impression that man 
has to pay for the escapades of the idea with his blood, the redis-
covery of reason will come to pass. Not as a third humanism, not 
DV�DQ\�VRUW�RI�LVP�DW�DOO��EXW�LQ�KRQHVW��OHYHO�KHDGHG�ZRUN�DQG�LQ�
WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�KDYLQJ�HVFDSHG�D�GDQJHU�>3OHVVQHU����������@�

$V�EHIRUH��3OHVVQHU�KHUH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�H[SUHVV�KLV�FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
ZRUWKZKLOH�IRU�*HUPDQ\�WR�WU\�RXW�WKH�H[SHULPHQW�RI�JLYLQJ�D�QHZ��SDU-
WLFXODU��DQG�IRUZDUG�ORRNLQJ�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�FULVLV�RI�PRGHUQLW\��<HW� LQ�
the summer of 1939, possibly under the impression of the pogrom night 
WKH�SUHYLRXV�1RYHPEHU�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FRPLQJ�ZDU��3OHVVQHU�
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realized that the price of such an experiment was too high. Consequent-
O\��KH�JDYH�XS�DOO�H[SHFWDWLRQV�DQG�DPELWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�GLUHFWLRQ�±�RI�*HU-
many as well as of himself – and retreated into the «protection zone of 
civilizing humanism» >)LVFKHU����������@��)URP�WKHQ�RQ��KH�DFWHG�DQG�
WKRXJKW�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�]RQH��+HQFH��3OHVVQHU¶V�H[SHULHQFH�RI�1DWLRQDO�
6RFLDOLVP�DQG�H[LOH�OHG�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�LGHD�RI�D�VSHFLDO�*HUPDQ�PLV-
VLRQ��7KLV�VKRXOG�EH�UHJDUGHG�OHVV�DV�D�ORVV�WKDQ�DV�3OHVVQHU�HGXFDWLQJ�
himself in reality.

7KH�HQG�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�PLVVLRQ�DQG�WKH�WKRXJKW�FKDOOHQJHV�DVVR-
FLDWHG�ZLWK�LW�DOORZHG�3OHVVQHU�WR�IRFXV�RQ�D�GL൵HUHQW�WDVN�RQFH�DJDLQ��
WKDW� RI� WKH�SXEOLF� LQWHOOHFWXDO��2Q� D�PRUH�PRGHVW� VFDOH��3OHVVQHU� KDG�
DOUHDG\�VRXJKW�WR�KDYH�D�SXEOLF�H൵HFW�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�:HLPDU�
5HSXEOLF��7KXV��KH�ZURWH�IRU�WKH�Deutsche Allgemeine, the Frankfurter 
Zeitung��DQG�RWKHU�SDSHUV��DQG�KHOG�OHFWXUHV�IRU�WKH�.DQW�6RFLHW\�©RQ�WKH�
LQWHOOHFWXDO�FDXVHV�DQG�DLPV�RI�WKH�>1RYHPEHU@�5HYROXWLRQª�19 However, 
such activity stopped by the end of 1924, and no further such news-
paper articles or appearances before the general public can be found 
LQ� KLV�ZRUN� WKURXJK� ������ ,Q�'HFHPEHU� ������ EHIRUH� WKH� SDUOLDPHQ-
tary elections, a colleague at the Frankfurter Zeitung� DVNHG�3OHVVQHU�
WR�ZULWH�DQ�DUWLFOH�WKDW�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�©URXVH�WKH�KDOI�KHDUWHG��SHUVXDGH�
WKH� GRXEWHUV�� >DQG@� ¿UH� XS� WKH� VWURQJ� WR� DGYRFDWH� IRU� WKH� GHPRFUDWLF�
LGHDª��EXW�3OHVVQHU�UHIXVHG��+H�GLG�VR�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�KH�UHÀHFWHG�
RQ�©SROLWLFDO�WKLQJV�IURP�D�SHUVSHFWLYH�>«@�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�DOORZ�PH�WR�
use the tone that would be necessary for the contribution you require 
WR�EH�H൵HFWLYHª� >&RUUHVSRQGHQFH�'ULOOV�ZLWK�3OHVVQHU�������������DQG�
������������8/*��+��3OHVVQHU�SDSHUV�� ���@��1RW�XQWLO� KH�ZDV� LQ� H[LOH�
LQ�*URQLQJHQ�GLG�3OHVVQHU�UHWXUQ�WR�VHHNLQJ�D�JUHDWHU�SXEOLF�H൵HFW��IRU�
example, by teaching courses at the adult education center and writing 
articles for the Telegraaf�WKDW�)UHGHULN�%X\WHQGLMN�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�'XWFK��
0RUHRYHU��DIWHU�KH�ZDV�GLVPLVVHG�E\�WKH�*HUPDQ�RFFXS\LQJ�IRUFHV�LQ�
������3OHVVQHU�KHOG�WDONV�LQ�WKH�XQGHUJURXQG�DQG�ZURWH�DUWLFOHV�IRU�XQ-
GHUJURXQG�'XWFK� QHZVSDSHUV� >VHH� 3OHVVQHU�� ������ �����'LHW]H� ����D��

19 See the report on this event in the Nürnberger Zeitung��8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\�*UR-
QLQJHQ��+��3OHVVQHU�SDSHUV������([DPSOHV�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V�DUWLFOHV� LQ�QHZVSDSHUV�DQG�
SRSXODU�PDJD]LQHV��DVLGH�IURP�WKH�DOUHDG\�FLWHG�WH[WV��LQFOXGH�3OHVVQHU�����������D��
1921a; 1921b; 1921c; 1921d; 1922a; 1922b.
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����������DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DUWLFOHV�E\�+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU������D��
����E������F������G@�

3OHVVQHU�ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VSKHUH�DIWHU�KH�UHPL-
JUDWHG�WR�*HUPDQ\�LQ�KLV�IXQFWLRQ�DV�D�XQLYHUVLW\�WHDFKHU�LQ�*|WWLQJHQ��
'HVSLWH�KLV�DGYDQFHG�DJH��KH�JDYH�VFKRODUO\� WDONV�DW�QDWLRQDO�DQG� LQ-
WHUQDWLRQDO�FRQJUHVVHV�ERWK�LQ�DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�*HUPDQ\�DQG�HPEDUNHG�
RQ�QXPHURXV� OHFWXUH� WRXUV� LQ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�� ,Q�DGGL-
tion, he was involved in a variety of international, cultural, and political 
spheres. For example, he was a founding member of the committee on 
«Scholarship and Freedom» and participated regularly in the commit-
WHH¶V�FRQIHUHQFHV�XQWLO� LW�EHFDPH�WRR�LGHRORJLFDO�IRU�KLP��3OHVVQHU�GL-
rectly utilized international contacts he made through the committee 
ZKHQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*|WWLQJHQ�VRXJKW�WR�SUHYHQW�/HRQKDUG�6FKO�WHU��
a right-wing extremist politician and publisher, from being appointed 
DV�WKH�&XOWXUDO�0LQLVWHU�RI�/RZHU�6D[RQ\�20�$ERYH�DOO��3OHVVQHU�ZDV�DQ�
DFWLYH�SXEOLF�VSHDNHU��:KHUHDV��DURXQG�������3OHVVQHU�KDG�SULQFLSDOO\�
addressed the artistic, bourgeois, and aristocratic elite, as well as the 
educated classes and students who were interested in philosophy in his 
public-oriented activities, he now turned to the whole population of the 
)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��7KXV��KH�KDG�D�VWURQJ�SUHVHQFH�DW�3URWHVWDQW�DFDGH-
PLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�V\QDJRJXHV�DQG�VSRNH�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�6RFLDO�'HPR-
FUDWLF�3DUW\��63'��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�SDFL¿VW�ZRUNLQJ�JURXS�6RQQHQEHUJ��,Q�
addition, he wrote numerous newspaper articles and radio pieces and 
SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� UDGLR� GLVFXVVLRQV� >IRU� LQGLYLGXDO� FLWDWLRQV�� VHH� 'LHW]H�
����D���������@��0RUHRYHU��3OHVVQHU�ZDV�KLJKO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�DGXOW�HGX-
FDWLRQ��KH�UHSHDWHGO\�JDYH�WDONV�DW�DGXOW�HGXFDWLRQ�FHQWHUV��SDUWLFLSDWHG�
LQ�XQLYHUVLW\�ZHHNV� WKDW� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*|WWLQJHQ�UHJXODUO\�RUJDQ-
L]HG�ZLWK�YDULRXV�FLWLHV�LQ�/RZHU�6D[RQ\��DQG��LQ�VSLWH�RI�VRPH�UHVLVW-
DQFH��HYHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�¿UVW�LQVWLWXWH�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�DGXOW�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*|WWLQJHQ��ZKLFK�SHUVLVWHG�LQWR�WKH�����V�>VHH�'LHW]H�
����D���������@�21 In his understanding of conversation in and with the 
EURDG�SXEOLF�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO¶V�WDVN��KH�QRZ�SXW�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�

20 2Q�WKH�6FKO�WHU�FDVH��VHH��LQ�JHQHUDO��0DUWHQ�>����@��6FKDHO�>����@��)RU�PRUH�GHWDLO�
RQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�UROH�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��VHH�'LHW]H�>����D���������@�
21 8QLYHUVLW\�ZHHNV�DUH�XQLYHUVLW\�RSHQ�KRXVHV� IRU� DGXOW� OHDUQHUV�KHOG� LQ�GL൵HUHQW�
cities each year.
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what he had called for in his writings of the Weimar period but had 
KLPVHOI�QRW�DOZD\V�KRQRUHG��SUHYLRXVO\��7KXV�� LQ� WKH�SRVWZDU�SHULRG��
3OHVVQHU�PRYHG�KLV�RZQ�SKLORVRSK\�RXW�RI�WKH�UHDOP�RI�WKHRU\�DQG�LQWR�
WKH�UHDOP�RI�SUDFWLFH��KH�IXO¿OOHG�DQG�OLYHG�LW�

:KDW�3OHVVQHU�FRQYH\HG�±�QRZ�ZLWK�GHHGV� WR�PDWFK� WKH�ZRUGV�±�
ZDV�QRW�VR�PXFK�SROLWLFDO�OHVVRQV�LQ�WKH�5HDOSROLWLN�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5H-
SXEOLF��5DWKHU��KH�VKDUHG�IXQGDPHQWDO�OLEHUDO�FRQYLFWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�YDO-
ue and meaning that a society and public sphere have for living together 
LQ�IUHHGRP�DQG�GLJQLW\�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�VXVWDLQHG�E\�FLWL]HQV�ZKR�WKLQN�
LQGHSHQGHQWO\�DQG�FULWLFDOO\��$V�EHIRUH��3OHVVQHU�WRRN�XS�KLV�WKHRU\�RI�
the openness and ex-centric positionality of man, using these ideas to 
explain from a philosophical perspective why totalitarianism, essential-
ism, and expectations of salvation in this world are not humane and 
ZK\�WKH\�QHFHVVDULO\�OHDG�WR�EUXWDOLW\��7KHVH�EDVLF�LGHDV�KDG�SHUYDGHG�
KLV�ZRUN�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�����V�� WKH�1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVW� UHJLPH��DV�ZHOO�
as the war and Holocaust it unleashed, had reinforced them in the most 
atrocious way. In contrast to the philosophical constructs of the «Con-
VHUYDWLYH�5HYROXWLRQDULHVª��3OHVVQHU¶V�SKLORVRSK\�KDG�VWRRG�WKH�WHVW�RI�
WKH�SROLWLFDO�FDODPLWLHV�RI�WKH�DJH��7KLV�ZDV�SHUFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�
postwar period, greatly contributing to the high degree of popularity 
DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�3OHVVQHU�HQMR\HG�DPRQJ� WKH�SXEOLF�DQG� WKH� VWXGHQWV�
ZKR�ZHUH�WKHQ�HQWHULQJ�WKH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�>VHH�'LHW]H�����D���������@�

4. Conclusion

7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�ZHUH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�1D]L�WDNHRYHU�RI�
*HUPDQ\"�2QH�RI� WKH� IHZ� LQWHOOHFWXDOV�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW� LQ�DQ\�ZD\�UH-
VSRQVLEOH�ZDV�+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU��+H�WRRN�D�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�WKH�H[WUHPLVW�
VWUDQGV�RI�WKRXJKW�DPRQJ�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH�E\�WU\LQJ�WR�SUHVHQW�
alternative perspectives on the world, thereby providing this class with 
an ideational footing that would prevent it from choosing a totalitarian 
response to the challenges of modernity. In addition, he was one of the 
¿UVW�SHRSOH�WR�JLYH�D�V\VWHPDWLF�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDOV¶�
responsibility for National Socialism – an answer that is still worth read-
ing today. How could intellectuals best contribute to a new beginning in 
*HUPDQ\��DQG�ZKDW�VKRXOG�WKH�QHZ�SROLW\�ORRN�OLNH"�3OHVVQHU�DQVZHUHG�
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this question as well, both with his writings and his public actions. For 
him, it was less about commenting on questions concerning the political 
V\VWHP�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�RU�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�SDUW\�WKDQ�DERXW�
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�D�VRFLHW\�WKDW�PDNH�LW�
possible for all of its members to live in dignity. In this way, he was also 
advocating an open society.

3OHVVQHU¶V�LGHDV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�LQVSLUHG�DQG�SHUVXDGHG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
SROLWLFDOO\�HQJDJHG�DQG� LQWHUHVWHG�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�HQWHUHG�*HUPDQ�XQL-
YHUVLWLHV� LQ� WKH� ����V�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� 3OHVVQHU� VWURQJO\� LQÀXHQFHG� WKH�
\RXQJ�-�UJHQ�+DEHUPDV�>FI��HVS��+DEHUPDV�������<RV�����@��0RUHRYHU��
LW�KDV�EHHQ�VKRZQ�WKDW�3OHVVQHU�KDG�D�ODVWLQJ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�FLUFOH�RI�VWX-
GHQWV�DURXQG�-RDFKLP�5LWWHU�±�DERYH�DOO��5REHUW�6SDHPDQQ��+HUPDQQ�
/�EEH�DQG�2GR�0DUTXDUG�>VHH�+DFNH�������HVS���������������������DV�
ZHOO�DV�)LVFKHU�����@�22�7KH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF¶V�©SKLORVRSK\�RI�FLYLF�
QHVVª� �HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� LWV� OHVV� FRQVHUYDWLYH� IRUP�XS� WR� ������� WKXV�� FDQ�
DOVR�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�GLUHFWO\�WR�3OHVVQHU��<HW��VLQFH�3OHVVQHU¶V�ERRNV�RQ�
political philosophy emerged during the Weimar period, he is primarily 
UHJDUGHG�DV�D�WKLQNHU�RI�WKH�����V�LQ�WKH�GHEDWHV�DERXW�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
IRXQGDWLRQ�RI� WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��7KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�QRW�RQO\�IDLOV� WR�
DSSUHFLDWH�3OHVVQHU¶V�UHPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�SXEOLF�HQJDJHPHQW�DV�D�XQLYHUVLW\�
WHDFKHU�EXW�DOVR�OHDYHV�RXW�KLV�SRVWZDU�WH[WV��+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU�ZDV�RQH�
RI�WKH�IHZ�XQEXUGHQHG�DQG�SXEOLFO\�H൵HFWLYH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�LQ�*HUPDQ\��
ZKRVH�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\�ZDV�VLWXDWHG�RQ�WKLV�VLGH�RI�XWRSLD��Diesseits 
der Utopie��>3OHVVQHU�����@�DQG�KDG�ZLWKVWRRG�WKH�WHVW�RI�1DWLRQDO�6R-
cialism. If one were to apply the criteria that are common in the debate 
DERXW�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��WKHQ�3OHVVQHU�
would have to be regarded as one of its intellectual founders – indeed, 
before the students who learned from him and before the colleagues 
who operated intra muros��VXFK�DV�-RDFKLP�5LWWHU���$V�ZLWK�RWKHU�SR-
WHQWLDO� IRXQGHUV��KRZHYHU�� WKH�H[DFW� LQÀXHQFH�RI�3OHVVQHU¶V� WKRXJKW�±�
particularly outside of academia – remains to be determined.

:KDW�FRQFOXVLRQV�GLG�3OHVVQHU�GUDZ�IURP�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�RI�1DWLRQ-
al Socialism and the Second World War in his thought and actions as a 
liberal philosopher and sociologist who was, moreover, a victim of the 

22 )LVFKHU�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0�QVWHU�DV�D�³KXE�IRU�3KLORVRSKLFDO�$Q-
WKURSRORJ\´�>VHH�)LVFKHU����������������TXRWH�RQ����@�
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UHJLPH"�&RPSDUHG�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\�RI�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�WKH�
©&RQVHUYDWLYH�5HYROXWLRQª��3OHVVQHU¶V� H[KLELWV� H[WHQVLYH� FRQWLQXLWLHV��
for example, the version of philosophical anthropology that he devel-
oped in the 1920s remained a basis of his philosophical writings, as 
well as of his contributions to sociology and political philosophy in the 
)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��<HW�VKLIWV�LQ�KLV�WKLQNLQJ�FDQ�DOVR�EH�GLVFHUQHG��DERYH�
DOO�� LQ�KLV� H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�*HUPDQ\�DQG� LQ� WKH�ZD\�KH� UHODWHG� WR� WKH�
SXEOLF��KH�JDYH�XS�WKH�LGHD�RI�D�PLVVLRQ�IRU�*HUPDQ\�WKDW�KDG�SHUYDGHG�
KLV�ZRUNV�LQWR�WKH�����V�DQG�WXUQHG�LQ�WKH�SRVWZDU�SHULRG�WRZDUG�WKH�
general public, thus translating his own philosophy into deeds. His ap-
peal to «Geistigenª�>LQWHOOHFWXDOV@�WR�GHYRWH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�HGXFDWLQJ�WKH�
*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH�LQ�UHDOLW\�DQG�DZD\�IURP�XWRSLDQ�WKLQNLQJ��ZKLFK�
runs through his entire oeuvre, had already shaped his actions at the be-
JLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�:HLPDU�HUD��,Q�WKLV�UHVSHFW��3OHVVQHU¶V�FRQFOXVLRQV�IURP�
National Socialism, war, and the Holocaust should be understood more 
as a return to earlier positions and actions than as a rupture.

Accordingly, we can conclude that intellectuals who were never 
radical underwent shifts in thought, actions, and habitus rather than 
deradicalization and a departure from utopia. However, the paradoxical 
element of the question that lies behind the statement – did intellectu-
DOV�ZKR�ZHUH� QHYHU� UDGLFDO� XQGHUJR� SURFHVVHV� RI� GHUDGLFDOL]DWLRQ"� ±�
is indicative of problems inherent in the research debates mentioned 
at the start: Certainly, in a country where so many intellectuals em-
EUDFHG� UDGLFDO�SROLWLFDO� LGHDV�DQG�DFWLYHO\�ZRUNHG� WR�HQVXUH� WKH�1D]L�
power grab, the questions of why, when and how they distanced them-
selves from these positions remain crucial in order to understand the 
VXFFHVV�RI�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DIWHU�������6WLOO��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�QRW�
to overstretch or overemphasize the thesis of the deradicalization and 
departure from utopia. For, when one applies this thesis not to specif-
ic individuals, groups, or intellectual contexts but rather as a leading 
narrative for whole scholarly disciplines or for the intellectual history 
RI�WKH�HDUO\�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��RQH�UXQV�WKH�ULVN�RI�H[FOXGLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�
ZHUH�QRW�UDGLFDO�WKLQNHUV�DURXQG������DQG��WKHUHIRUH��GLG�QRW�XQGHUJR�
SURFHVVHV�RI�GHUDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�ODWHU�RQ��7KLV�RQFH�DJDLQ�PDUJLQDOL]HV�DQG�
excludes those who were marginalized or were outsiders in the period 
under study. However, it is well possible that exactly these non-radicals 
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ZKR�KHOG� D�SROLWLFDO�PLGGOH�JURXQG� VLQFH� WKH� HDUO\�:HLPDU�5HSXEOLF�
GHFLVLYHO\�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF��
HYHQ�LI�WKHLU�QXPEHU�ZDV�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�VPDOO��7KH\�KDG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�
LQWHJULW\�DQG�FRQVLVWHQF\�EHKLQG�WKHP��%\�PDNLQJ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�
broader and by searching, in general, for the consequences that National 
6RFLDOLVP��:RUOG�:DU�,,��DQG�WKH�+RORFDXVW�KDG�RQ�WKH�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�DF-
tions of individuals or groups, any such exclusion can be easily avoided. 
,�GLG�WKLV�KHUH�ZLWK�+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU��EXW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�UHPDLQV�ZKHWKHU�
3OHVVQHU¶V�FRQFOXVLRQV�±�KLV�UHQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�PLVVLRQ�DQG�KLV�
turn toward the broader public – are typical. Are there patterns in the 
ZD\V�WKDW�QRQUDGLFDO�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�UHDFWHG�DQG�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKHVH�HYHQWV"�
And if this is the case: Can these patterns be regarded as analogous 
to the deradicalization processes of left-wing and right-wing radical 
WKLQNHUV"�&RPSDUDWLYH� VWXGLHV� RI� DSSURSULDWH� ELRJUDSKLHV� DUH� QHHGHG�
EHIRUH�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�FDQ�EH�DQVZHUHG�>(SVWHLQ�����@�23 Such a turn to-
wards the political middle ground must include those who remained in 
*HUPDQ\�GXULQJ�WKH�7KLUG�5HLFK�>Daheimgebliebene@�DQG�UHPLJUDQWV��
MXVW�DV�PXFK�DV�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�ZKR�ZHUH�GULYHQ�RXW�RI�*HUPDQ\�DQG�
UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKHLU�KRVW�FRXQWU\�RU�WUDYHOHG�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�
FRXQWU\�RI�H[LOH�DQG�*HUPDQ\�LQ�WKH�SRVWZDU�SHULRG��,QGHHG��LW�LV�TXLWH�
possible that the group of such refugees will be the largest.

�7UDQVODWHG�IURP�WKH�*HUPDQ�E\�3DWULFLD�&DVH\�6XWFOL൵H�

Archival Sources

%LEOLRWKHHN�GHU�5LMNVXQLYHUVLWHLW�*URQLQJHQ� �8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\�*UR-
QLQJHQ���+��3OHVVQHU�SDSHUV�

23 (SVWHLQ� VXJJHVWV� WKDW� pPLJUp�KLVWRULDQV� WR� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�� OLNH�*HRUJ� ,JJHUV��
)ULW]�6WHUQ��DQG�5HQDWH�%ULGHQWKDO��DOVR�FRQFOXGHG�IURP�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�RI�1DWLRQDO�
Socialism, the Holocaust, and the Second World War that they would be politically 
HQJDJHG�>VHH��HVS���(SVWHLQ���������@�
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Abstract
7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�ZHUH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�1D]L�SRZHU�JUDE��DQG�KRZ�FRXOG�
WKH\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�QHZ�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DIWHU�����"�1XPHURXV�VFKRODUV�KDYH�
GHEDWHG�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�ULJKW�ZLQJ�DFDGHPLFV��7KLV�DUWLFOH�SODFHV�WKH�
LQWHOOHFWXDO� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� ³KDOI�-HZ´� DQG� HPLJUDQW�+HOPXWK� 3OHVVQHU� LQ� WKH�
context of such debates. As a man of the political middle who cautioned against 
SROLWLFDO�H[WUHPLVP�RQ�ERWK�WKH�ULJKW�DQG�OHIW�DOO�KLV�OLIH��3OHVVQHU�ZDV�D�UDUH�EUHHG�
LQ�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�*HUPDQ\��,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�ULJKW�ZLQJ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�ZKR�DGYRFDWHG�
IRU�WKH�©7KLUG�5HLFKª��3OHVVQHU�GLG�QRW�XQGHUJR�SURFHVVHV�RI�VHOI�PRELOL]DWLRQ�DQG�
GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW��QRU�GLG�KH�KDYH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�LVVXH�RI�KLV�RZQ�JXLOW��7KHUHIRUH��LQ�
his case the question is rather what conclusions he drew from his experience of Na-
WLRQDO�6RFLDOLVP�DQG�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�DQG�ZKDW�H൵HFWV�WKLV�KDG�RQ�KLV�WKLQNLQJ�
DQG�DFWLRQV��7KH�DUWLFOH�VKRZV�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�JRDO�LQ�3OHVVQHU¶V�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\�DV�
D�GHFLVLYH�DQG�HYHU�SUHVHQW�FRQFHUQ��WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH�WR�GHDO�
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�LW�UHDOO\�ZDV��WKDW�LV��ZLWK�UHDOLW\��Erziehung zur Wirklichkeit��DQG�
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